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1.  INTRODUCTION  

1.1 My name is Christopher Anthony Bascand. I live in the Schoolhouse, 
Homebush Road, Glent unnel. Glent unnel is sit uat ed 15km SW of 
Dar f ield, under t he f oot hills of t he Sout her n Alps. I am employed 
by t he Glent unnel School Boar d of Tr ust ees as Pr incipal of the 
Glent unnel School. I have ser ved t he Minist r y of Educat ion f or 16 
years.  

1.2 I was bor n and r aised in Pict on, wit h my schooling t aking place in a 
small r ur al school in t he bay of Waikawa 

 

t he school was once a 
Nat ive School, and I was a r ar it y t her e, as t he pr edominant 
at t endee was of Maor i descent . I would bike t o school each day 
along a dust y gr avel r oad, spend t ime t hr owing st ones in t he r iver 
or of f t he whar f , and t hen enj oy a day at t he local school. Fr om 
t her e, I at t ended Queen Char lot t e College 

 

on t he edge of Pict on. 
Ther e, I lear nt t he love of what a t ownship based in t he Sounds 
has t o t r uly of f er , and we spent a good deal of t ime t r amping or 
kayaking t he Queen Char lot t e Sounds. I t was her e t hat I became 



passionat e about my f ut ur e car eer , t eaching, and t he r ewar ds of 
being educated in smaller schools.   

 

(Fig 1.) The beautiful Waikawa Bay.  

1.3 My f amily split at a young age, and t he days of t he benef it wer e 
ver y much st ill in f or mat ion. I spent a lar ge amount of my t ime 
being r aised by my gr andpar ent s, and know t hat I am r icher f or 
this 

 

my childhood was blessed. They t aught me t o love lif e, t hat 
money does not buy what is most impor t ant , and t o make t he most 
f r om what you have. Ther e but by t he gr ace of God go I was t he 
underpinning philosophy that my Grandmother brought me up with.  

1.4 Tr aining t o be a t eacher st ar t ed f or me at t he young age of 17, in 
Christchurch. Thr ee year s lat er I gr aduat ed and t aught in 
Chr ist chur ch f or t wo year s. I did not enj oy cit y lif e at all, and 
headed t o t he West Coast . I lived t her e f or t he next eight year s 
of my lif e, t eaching in r emot e r ur al schools, r anging f r om sole 
char ge t hr ough t o t hr ee t eacher schools. All of t hese schools have 
now closed.  

1.5 My love f or t he r uggedness, uniqueness and beaut y of t he West 
Coast r emains wit h me even t oday. I cont inue t o f ill wit h sadness 
when I see t he abuse of t he Coast happening, as pr of it eer s r ape 
t he land and f ly by night .   

1.6 Af t er mar r ying and st ar t ing a f amily, t he shif t t o Cant er bur y 
occurred 

 

t he compr omise being, if I live in Cant er bur y, it would 
be in t he count r y!

  

1.7 I have consequent ly been a r esident of Glent unnel f or 2 ½ year s 
now along wit h my wif e, Shar lene 

 

a t eacher , my son J ames (3), 
daught er , Alice (2) and expect ing our t hir d child t o be deliver ed in 
J uly. We chose t o live in Glent unnel f or t he r ur al lif est yle t hat t he 



t own of f er ed, along wit h t he luxur y of enj oying t he suppor t and 
love of ext ended f amily in bot h Chr ist chur ch and Oxf or d. Our 
desire to raise our family with these qualities, we believe, leaves us 
being t he pr ivileged f ew in t oday s wor ld.  

1.8 Since being a r esident of t he communit y, I have become involved in 
bot h t he t ownship commit t ee and of lat e, t he Malver n Hills 
Pr ot ect ion Societ y, especially ar ound t he debat e wit h t he pr oposed 
dam planned t o be er ect ed in t he Coalgat e ar ea. My st at ement of 
evidence is intended to provide an overview of the area I live in and 
ser ve, why I enj oy living in t his ar ea of such nat ur al beaut y, and 
f ear s I hold f or bot h t he educat ion and r esour ces of our younger 
generations.  

1.9 I believe t hat t he pr oposed development of t he dam f or Cent r al 
Plains Wat er Scheme will adver sely and ir r ever sibly af f ect t he 
nat ur al beaut y of t he Malver n Hills, cause ir r epar able damage t o 
t he Cant er bur y Plains in t he shor t and long t er m and does not in 
any way show f or esight t o t he healt hy sur vival of t he gr eat er 
population in the future.  

2. THE REGION KNOWN AS SOUTH MALVERN  

2.1 The South Malvern region consists of the land spanning mainly from 
Homebush in t he Nor t hwest t hr ough t o Whit eclif f s in t he Sout h 
west . The ar ea is st epped high in hist or y. Ear ly hist or y indicat es 
t hat t he land was well walked by t he Maor i, using t his ar ea as a 
pat hway t o connect t o t he West Coast 

 

t her e ar e many ar eas in 
t he Glent unnel and Coalgat e ar ea wher e t her e ar e signif icant sit es 
t o t he Maor i, including caves f or shelt er . Old locals ar e able t o 
show places wher e t he Moa have lef t gullet st ones. The f ir st 
Eur opean set t ler s of gr eat signif icance ar e t he Deans f amily, who 
of cour se r esided her e af t er t he land t r ansf er agr eement f r om 
Chr ist chur ch. Their land her e was once immense, and t he f amily 
cont inues t o wor k t he land of t heir f or ef at her s t o t his day. Their 
home land is under t hr eat t hr ough t he pr oposal f or t he er ect ion of 
the CPW dam. 

2.2 The Malver n Hills is r ich in coal and is possibly wher e it made it s 
name in Cant er bur y hist or y. The hills ar e st ill mined t oday, 
pr oducing a low sulphur ous coal, supplying t he local Dist r ict Healt h 
Board boilers and Canterbury Breweries.  



  

(Fig 2.)Traction engines await loading in Coalgate, to transport fluming to 

Lake Coleridge.  

2.3 The populat ion of t he ar ea is beginning t o gr ow, as we ar e 
exper iencing at t he local school. The desir e t o live in a mor e r ur al 
envir onment , wit hin close pr oximit y t o wor k is an at t r act ion f or 
many. Along wit h t his is t he beaut if ul set t ing t hat t he ar ea 
pr ovides, close t o t he hills, away f r om t he pr evailing Nor West er 
t hat Cant er bur y is f amous f or , and t he lif e st yle 

 

r iver s, f r esh air 
and a gr eat er sense of saf et y and f r eedom 

 

all t he r easons t hat I 
chose to live here myself.  

2.4 The ar ea of Sout h Malver n has an indust r ial backgr ound t oo, wit h 
t he pr oduct ion of br icks and ot her cer amic war es. A lar ge mine 
sit uat ed in t he back of Glent unnel st ill exist s wher e clay and coal 
wer e t aken. The McSkimmings name on basins and t oilet s 
or iginat es f r om t his ar ea. The f act or y closed in 1984. Br icks ar e 
now made in Dar f ield wit h a good deal of t he clay st ill coming f r om 
t he ar ea. Coalgat e was t he j unct ion f or t he r ail line, which in t ur n 
transported goods to wider Canterbury.   

 

(Fig 3.) Our local Post Office and Library, built with bricks made at our 
local pottery, on land donated by the Deans family.  

2.5 Coalgat e was once picked t o be a sat ellit e cit y, wit h t he plans 
dr awn at an ear ly t ime f or many sect ions and housing. These plans 



ar e j ust st ar t ing t o be ut ilised now, as many of t he t it les ar e being 
split f or sect ions and t he er ect ion of new houses. This is a healt hy 
indication for the area.   

(Fig 4.)The township of Coalgate, planned out in 1878.  

2.6 A dump was once pr oposed f or t he ar ea, wher e t he r ef use of t he 
cit y would be t r anspor t ed t o and disposed of . This was t o be in t he 
f oot hills of Coalgat e, however was declined due t o t he f act t hat 
the dump was to be sited on a fault line. Ironically, this same site is 
now the proposed site for the dam  a far greater risk to a greater 
population one would believe, than a dump.  

2.7 The school has a vit al r ole in t he communit ies t hat it ser ves. 
Coalgat e, f or a shor t per iod in hist or y, had a side school 

 

one 
at t ached t o t he Glent unnel School. Ot her schools in bot h 
Homebush and Whit eclif f s ar e now par t of t he hist or y books. The 
school at Glent unnel br ings t he communit y t oget her f or many 
r easons, and maint ains a st r ong sense of communit y acr oss t he 
t hr ee t ownships. The saf et y, wellbeing and f ut ur e of our childr en 
ar e always f or emost in t he int ent ions of t he school. Our mission 
st at ement is, Tr easur ing t oday, building t omor r ow .  



      

 
(Fig 5.) Images from Glentunnel School.  

2.8 The at t r act ion of t he ar ea t o t his day, is t he j oy t hat childr en 
t oday can st ill celebr at e t he pleasur es t hat we, as childr en, once 
had, and is sadly, a dying pr ivilege. That is, t he abilit y t o r oam and 
explor e, climb t r ees, play and invest igat e t he r iver , r un in t he 
paddocks, go mushr ooming or eeling, and live in a saf e village 
community.  

3. CONCERNS  

3.1 The wellbeing of a f amily r elies heavily on t he inf luences t hat 
dir ect ly or indir ect ly impact on t hem. This may be healt h, f inances, 
j ob secur it y or envir onment . The Cent r al Plains Wat er Scheme has 
not been able t o assur e t he member s of t he dist r ict t hat t he dam 
would allow t hem t o sleep saf ely at night wit hout t he t hr eat of 
br eakage. An ear t h dam of t he size t hat is being pr oposed will 
cause irreparable damage to the township, should a breakage occur. 
Loss of lif e is def init e. Time t o escape f or any f amily is next t o 
zer o. As t he Pr incipal of a pr imar y school, t he well being of all 
f amilies t hat at t end t he school is f or emost in my mind. Families 
t r ust t hat I will ensur e t hat st udent s at t ending t his school ar e 
saf e. Can t he owner s of t he cur r ent pr oposed dam of f er t he same 
assur ances t o t he people who live in t he shadow of t he dam? 
Secondly, how many of t he maj or shar eholder s will live in t he same 
shadow of t his pr oposed dam? A r ecent example of t his is t he 
smaller ver sion dam in t he upper r egions of t he Fair lie dist r ict 

 

t he Opuha dam. This br oke and caused sever e damage. Thankf ully, 
it breached high above the town, and quickly found the river course 

 

wit hout t he loss of lif e. While t his dam is signif icant ly smaller , it 
happened in the middle of the night, without warning.  

Waitangi Day, 6 February, 1997 is a day that will remain on the minds of flood 
warning staff of Environment Canterbury (ECan) probably for the rest of their lives. 
The partially completed Opuha Dam near Fairlie in South Canterbury failed at about 
1.00 am that morning, releasing about 13 million cubic metres of water into the 
Opuha Riverbed (Figure 1). Fortunately no lives were lost although in the days that 
followed there were stories of a number of very close escapes: campers scrambling 



through riverside berm areas with trees crashing around them and farmers in the 
same situation trying to shift stock. We were actually very fortunate. Opuha Dam is 
built at the entry to the Opuha River Gorge about 12 km from the township of Fairlie 
and 170km from Christchurch (Figure 2). The Opuha River is a typical Canterbury 
gravel bearing, braided river with a catchment area of 500 km2. The average daily 
flow (pre-dam) is about 3 cumecs and the mean annual flood is 100 cumecs. Before 
this event, the biggest recorded flood in the Opuha River in recent times had been on 
13 March 1986, when 600 m3/s was recorded with a nominal return period of 50 
years. A PMF for the Opuha River is estimated to be in the range of 1500 2000 
cumecs.  

Ref. Emergency management, Opuha Dam collapse, Waitangi Day 1997 
Philip Lees1 and David Thomson2, 
http://www.ipenz.org.nz/nzsold/2003symposium/largedams2003pages84-104.pdf  

 

(Fig 6.) The Opuha dam after the breach.  

3.2 The benef it s t o t he ar ea ar e mor e employment and r ising school 
r olls. This pr edict ion has been made. Glent unnel School is a zoned 
school, st r et ching f r om Glenr oy in t he Sout h acr oss t o Rowallen 
Road, in the north west. This catchment takes in the proposed dam. 
The r isk t o t he school in Glent unnel is mor e t han likely t o be 
decreased as people choose t o leave a t hr eat ened ar ea. Any r oll 
gr owt h pr edict ed, in my opinion, would be t empor ar y, pr ovided by 
t he ar r ival of wor ker s t o t he ar ea. Wit h t he main populat ion of 
Cant er bur y r esiding in Chr ist chur ch, and t his cit y being only 
40minutes away, the chances of significant growth seems minimal.  

3.3 The school cur r ent ly pr ovides employment t o nine people, ser ves 
sixt y six st udent s, and over f or t y f amilies. We cont r ibut e t o t he 
local economy, wit h over $ 500 000 per annum being dist r ibut ed in 
the ar ea t hr ough wages and salar ies, or oper at ing gr ant s. This 
could potentially be lost.  

http://www.ipenz.org.nz/nzsold/2003symposium/largedams2003pages84-104.pdf


3.4 As t he pr oposed dam t akes in a par t of our zone, bus r out es ar e 
lost (Malver n Hills Road in par t icular ). The ot her r oads in t he 
dist r ict will exper ience gr eat er concent r at ion of t r af f ic, especially 
heavy machiner y, put t ing t he t r anspor t at ion of st udent s t o and 
f r om school, at gr eat er r isk. The t own s inf r ast r uct ur e does not 
have wide r oads, f oot pat hs, and has a 100km/ h highway t hr ough 
the middle. It is in my opinion that the safety of students would be 
jeopardised.  

     

 

(Fig 7.) Scenes f r om t he const r uct ion of t he Opuha ear t h dam, Fair lie. 
Scenes such as t his, blast ing, heavy machiner y and dust bowls t hr eat en 
Coalgate.    

                          
(Fig 8.) The planned canal (in red) through the township of Coalgate. This 

borders the township, and is planned to be 5metres high. How will our 
children be protected from this open waterway?  

3.5 The main benef iciar ies ar e t he land-owner s who use dair y f ar ming 
as t he main income. My t eaching backgr ound has been 
pr edominant ly in t he r ur al ar ea. Many of t hese ar eas have been in 
dair y f ar med communit ies. As ment ioned, all t he schools in t hese 
ar eas have now closed. While t he need f or amalgamat ion of some 
schools seemed impor t ant , t he loss t o t he communit y and st udent s 
is still felt. I wish to elaborate further on this.  

3.6 The West Coast is a st r ong dair y ar ea. However t hey do not f ace 
t he same pr essur es of r ain/ wat er supply. I was appoint ed Pr incipal 
of Tot ar a Flat School in 1996. At t hat t ime, t he r oll was dwindling 



as t he For est r y Ser vice had pulled out of t he t ownship. The school 
was at r isk. The dair y indust r y began t o boom in t he ar ea and t he 
r oll quickly climbed, as did all t he schools in t he valley. The r oll 
peaked at 70 and t he school had never been bet t er . The Minist r y 
of Educat ion quickly r esponded, wit h well over $ 400 000 of t ax 
payer s f unding being r eleased t o updat e and pr ovide f ur t her 
facilities to Totara Flat School.  

3.7 The rolls for the neighbouring schools celebrated the same growth: 

 

Ngahere  average roll  30  40 

 

Ahaura  average roll  25 -35 

 

Moonlight  average roll 17  20 

 

Totara Flat  average roll  50  70 

 

Haupiri average roll  5  9  

My maths brings this to a roll range, combined, to be between 117 

 

175. These schools have now all closed, wit h one new school being 
built , cat er ing f or a r oll of bet ween 100 

 

120. This is a signif icant 
dif f er ence, and clear ly shows t hat while t he dair y indust r y may 
bring roll growth, it will too, bring decline.  

3.8 Anot her example of t he dair y indust r y being t he deat h knell f or 
r ur al schools is Dacr e School in Sout hland. This school r ecent ly 
celebr at ed a r oll of near 80. The dair y indust r y, in t he opinion of 
t he local people, has br ought t he r oll t o 4, br inging closur e. Again, 
t his is anot her communit y t hat has suf f er ed at t he hands of 
gr owt h, and as we know, once a school has closed, t he Minist r y of 
Education will never reopen the school.   

School to close after numbers drop to four 

By Sarah Bedford - The Southland Times | Monday, 24 December 2007 

 

ROBYN EDIE/Southland Times/Image ID117320 



SCHOOL' S OUT: The of f icial closing of Dacr e Pr imar y School af t er 109 year s 
was held last week wit h a t ying of a black r ibbon at t he school ent r ance on 
December 20. The school' s cur r ent f ive pupils (f r om lef t ) Caleb Dear love, 8, 
Shar na Br ownlie, 10, I sabella Bur net t , 6, (f r ont in r ed), J osh Sut her land-Hyland, 
8, (in gr een) and William Bur net t , 8, wit h t he oldest ex-pupil at t ending Br ian 
McLeod, 83, who started at the school in 1929.  

 

By PHIL McCARTHY - The Southland Times | Monday, 26 November 2007 
Dacre Primary School will close it s doors next mont h af t er 108 years af t er 
its roll dropped to just four pupils. 
Educat ion Review Of f ice (ERO) r epor t s show t he school' s r oll was 36 in 2003, 
dr opping t o 23 in J une last year and eight in J une of t his year . For mer school 
board chairman Doug Stevenson said the school's remaining pupils would probably 
have t o go t o Te Tipua School, or Woodlands. "Unf or t unat ely t her e' s j ust not 
the kids in the district. 
"I t ' s a bloody disast er , but when you dr ive ar ound t he count r y you see t hese 
things happening." Once a district's school closed, the community was shot. 
The school once had a roll of between 60 and 80 pupils, he said. 
The dairying boom had been one factor behind the school's unfortunate demise. 
Ther e had been many f amilies f ar ming in t he dist r ict in past decades, but most 
of t he ar ea was now owned by a small number of dair y f ar mer s, Mr St evenson 
said. 
The school was ver y well equipped wit h a heat ed pool, double t ennis cour t s, 
playground equipment and computers. 
The communit y had also r un a small f ar ming oper at ion t hr oughout t he year s on 
t he school' s 13 acr es t o r aise f unds f or var ious maint enance and building 
projects, he said. 
The communit y had put a lot of money int o t he school over t he year s, and a 
meet ing will be held on November 29 at t he school at 7.30pm, so t he school' s 
boar d of t r ust ees can put t oget her inf or mat ion r egar ding possible compensat ion 
from the Ministry of Education. Mr Stevenson said he hoped the school buildings 
would be used for something else, such as a hostel for dairyworkers. 
"You' d need a Sher man t ank t o knock (t he building) down." An ERO r epor t f r om 
J une said Dacr e School was a small r ur al school wit h a r oll of 8 st udent s f r om 
Years 1-4. 
I n t he last year t he school' s r oll had decr eased and st udent s lear ned wit hin one 
multi- level classroom. 
As t her e wer e no Year s 5-8 st udent s, t he schools pr ogr ess in meet ing t he needs 
of senior st udent s in wr it ing, social st udies and car eer s educat ion was not 
evaluated, the report said. 
The school is holding a wind-up bar becue f or past and pr esent pupils, st af f and 
friends of the school on December 20. 

  

(Fig 9.) Articles on the closer of Dacre School in Southland.  

3.9 The pr omise of r oll incr ease - I do wish t o expand on t his f ur t her . 
The t r end t hat I have exper ienced in t he past is t his. Far mer A 
has a farm that runs approximately 250 cows. In order to make the 



farm more productive, it needs to be larger. The neighbouring farm 
comes on t he mar ket and is pur chased by Far mer A. This is now a 
f ar m of ar ound 500-600 a f ar deal bet t er and mor e pr oduct ive. 
The need f or f ur t her st af f is not near ly as gr eat . The ot her 
debat e is t hat t he small f ar m, being t he st ar t ing point f or many, is 
being lost as t he lar ger f ar ms consume t hem t o make t heir own 
farms more productive.   

3.10 A lar ger dair y f ar m needs many shar e miler s and f ar m hands. This 
is t r ue and t her e is no debat e her e. The t r end t hat I exper ienced 
on the West Coast was as follows:  

 

A t ypical f ar m of 500 needed at least one couple and a single 
man. The couple may have 2 childr en. The benef it s f or t he 
communit y ar e t hat t he local school cat chment r eceives a 
f ur t her 2 f or t he r oll 

 

of t en a r eal bonus as our schools ar e 
st af f ed and f unded on st udent number s. However , t he sit uat ion 
changes when t he childr en ar e sick or ver y young. Far mer s ar e 
f aced wit h t he dilemma 

 

a sick child is t aken t o t he dair y shed 
while milking is on (usually f ir st t hing in t he mor ning), sent t o 
school r egar dless, or one of t he par ent s r emains at t he home. 
This put s t he wor kf or ce down by one, adding t o t he wor k 
pressures. 

 

The landowner is obliged t o pr ovide accommodat ion f or t he 
workers. A family of 4 -5, as is usually the case, needs at least a 
t hr ee bedr oom home. I f t he f ar m r equir es t wo couples or mor e, 
t hat equat es t o an equal number of homes on t he pr oper t y. 
However , if all single men ar e appoint ed, t he sit uat ion is ver y 
different 

 

one 4 bedr oom house f or 4 wor ker s is a f ar bet t er 
f inancial move 

 

less out lay cost s, less maint enance, lower 
insurance. 

 

Calving season, t wice a day milkings and ot her high demand 
per iods f or t he dair y f ar mer put a r eal st r ain on t he f amily. 
Par ent s ar e of t en unable t o be involved in t he day t o day 
act ivit ies of t he childr en. Childr en can be lef t alone 

 

in r emot e 
rural areas.  

 

The wise land owner would appoint single men t o r un t he f ar m, 
as I exper ienced in t he Gr ey Valley. I am not solely convinced 
t hat r oll gr owt h is a good enough car r ot f or an ar ea t o be 
conver t ed t o dair y 

 

as my past exper iences have shown t hat 
the trend is boom then bust. 



3.11 The impact on a child s educat ion is j eopar dised. The lif est yle of 
t he shar e milker is t r ansient . This is a massive pr oblem being 
exper ienced by many New Zealand schools. We openly discuss t he 
gypsy day when our schools get invaded by unexpect ed ar r ivals or 
t ur ned int o ghost t owns, as t hey up and leave. The aver age 
cont r act f or a shar e milker is 12 mont hs. They t hen leave t he ar ea. 
Childr en ar e up r oot ed f r om schools and f or ced t o make a f r esh 
st ar t . The old saying, give me a child t o 7 and I ll give you a man is 
a saying t hat st ands t he t est of t ime. I f we do not have childr en 
r eading, wr it ing and numer at e by t he age of 7, we have lost t he 
child and t he t ime can never be r egained. This is a massive concer n 
t o t he educat ion sect or in New Zealand, and one t hat we ar e going 
to suffer for in the future.   

3.12 Sadly, t his leads t o poor lit er acy and numer acy skills in t he higher 
schooling levels, a lower ed abilit y t o at t end t er t iar y educat ion. 
These st udent s can quickly become behaviour al pr oblems f or a 
number of schools, and do not exper ience t he same kind of success 
that other students experience.  

3.13 Fr iendships ar e and st abilit y is t he key t o childr en developing lif e 
long skills. When childr en live wit h const ant change, t hey st r uggle 
t o make st r ong f r iendships, as t hey never get t he exper ience of 
developing t hese. This is a down side of t he gypsy lif e st yle t hat 
t he shar emilker exper iences. While it is not t he f ault of t he 
shar emilker , it is a down side of t he lif est yle t he posit ion at t r act s. 
The Minist r y of Educat ion has an emphasis on developing Lif e long 
lear ner s, wit h Relat ing t o ot her s being cit ed as one of t he key 
compet encies t hat childr en need t o develop. Take an aver age 5 
year old shar emilker s child st ar t ing pr imar y school. They ar e in a 
cont r ibut ing Pr imar y School (Year s 1 -6) f or 6 year s. I f t heir 
f amily exper iences 6 one year cont r act s, t hey pot ent ially f ace 12 
t eacher s over t heir 6 year s. As most f ar ms ar e in r ur al ar eas, t he 
local school would be mult i level, meaning t hey may have bet ween 2 
and 3 t eacher s only. The t ypical r ur al child may only ever 
exper ience 2 

 

3 t eacher s 

 

all known t o t hem, in t heir pr imar y 
childhood.  

3.14 Due t o t he commit ment s t hat par ent s have on f ar ms, t hey ar e 
of t en unable t o at t end event s which suppor t t heir child s 
educat ion, such as pet s or spor t s days, open days and pr ovide 



assist ance on school out ings. Childr en can f eel alone and lear n f r om 
a young age, t hat school is t he place t hat t hey at t end each day and 
is a place t hat mum or dad don t suppor t . This set s t he pat t er n f or 
the future  we often parent in the way that we were.  

3.15 Ther e was no consult at ion by t he applicant wit h Glent unnel School 
bef or e t his hear ing began. Recent ly, we r eceived a call f r om 
someone asking about school bus r out es, and whet her any would be 
af f ect ed by t he dam. Alt hough t he applicant s claim t hey have 
consult ed wit h a number of schools, t his is cer t ainly not t he case 
wit h Glent unnel School. I believe t his is an ar ea wher e t he 
applicant has performed poorly.  

3.16 I f t he Cent r al Plains Wat er Scheme shar eholder s wer e keen on 
capt ur ing t he int er est and suppor t of t he local ar ea, I believe t hat 
t he local school would be a good vehicle t o do t his. Apar t f r om t he 
one r ecent phone call, t her e has been no at t empt t o discuss any 
impacts or benefits of the scheme with the school.  

3.17 I am a r egular chur ch at t endee, and t hr ough one of t he ser vices, 
Fat her spoke about wat er , compar ed t his wit h t he oil cr isis and 
reference t o t he bible. As war is so r ampant acr oss t he wor ld, t he 
discussions ar ound oil and it s f init e f ut ur e ar ose. A point t hat 
f ollowed was t his 

 

it is not oil which is our f ut ur e gold 

 

it is 
wat er . We ar e lucky t o have such a r esour ce in it s pur est f or m, on 
our back st ep. How can we j ust if y pot ent ially dest r oying a pur e 
r esour ce, f or now and our f ut ur e, f or t he sake of making a pr of it . 
Again, I expr ess my deepest concer n f or t he childr en who need t o 
live with our decisions, in the future. 

3.18 The Cant er bur y Plains have been well r enowned f or t he abilit y t o 
f ar m sheep. The int r oduct ion of dair y has added a new pr essur e on 
t he land. What st eps has t he dair y indust r y and individual land 
owner s t aken t o r emedy t his issue of wat er ? Do t hey capt ur e t heir 
own wat er ? I .e. 

 

smaller holding lakes on t heir f ar ms, small dams 
on their own land? Before taking the resources from us all, maybe a 
gr eat er level of per sonal r esponsibilit y and diligence could be seen 
from this sector.  

3.19 I f I have not said it once, it is t he younger gener at ion, who live 
wit h our decisions, and ar e expect ed t o suppor t us, who I f eel f or . 



Can we live wit h t he decisions t hat ar e made, f or t he lar ge pr of it s 
to be made by a select few?  

3.20 The expanding dair y indust r y is supposed t o be benef icial t o New 
Zealand. The expect at ion is t hat by expanding t his business 
f ur t her , we will cont inue t o r eap such gr eat benef it s and r ewar ds. 
Why ar e we paying $ 4.50 f or one pound of but t er ? Why is 2L of 
milk now $ 4.75? Why is Coka-Cola $ 1.49 f or 2L? The impact on 
childr en begins f r om a young age. We ar e f acing a diabet es and 
obesity issue in New Zealand. In schools, we are required by law, to 
exer cise childr en f or 1 hour a week minimum. Our childr en benef it 
f r om dr inking good milk yet f or a st r uggling f amily, coke is t he 
given and dair y pr oduct s ar e t he luxur y! What ar e we doing t o our 
f ut ur e gener at ion? How is more

 

dair ying going t o benef it us? I do 
not believe t hat t he gener al per son on t he st r eet is going t o r eap 
the rewards. 

 

or 

 

(Fig 10.) Comics demonstrating my point.  

3.21 The beaut y of t he Selwyn River lies at t he back st ep of Glent unnel 
and Coalgat e. Our childr en swim t her e in t he summer 

 

our f amilies 
picnic t her e. I t is pur e, mount ain f ed wat er , pr ist ine and myst ical. 
Seawar d of Coalgat e t he r iver disappear s under gr ound and r e-
emer ges at a place known as Coes For d. While t r avelling 
under gr ound, it collect s t he r esidues and r un-of f s of our dair y 
neighbour s. Coes For d is of t en closed t o swimming dur ing t he 
summer due t o pollut ion and t he high levels of cont aminat ion. The 



childhood pr ivileges we once embr aced ar e no longer available f or 
our children to enjoy. Are we prepared to allow this for our future? 
As a child of t he 70 s, I may not have had much, but I loved my lif e. 
Maybe having no money made me richer. However, I do know what I 
loved most  and none of it was bought  it was natural and clean.  

 

(Fig 11.) My f amily and Gr an enj oying t he Selwyn River .  

4. Conclusion 

4.1 Because of t he over whelming negat ive impact s t hat t he CPW 
ir r igat ion scheme would have on t he Coalgat e and t he wider 
communit y, and t he pot ent ial f or ir r ever sible adver se ef f ect s on 
t he envir onment , I ask t hat t he all r esour ce consent s be declined 
and that the Notice of Requirement be withdrawn.   

He tangata, he tangata, he tangata 

What is the greatest thing? -  It is people, it is people, it is people.  

CHRISTOPHER ANTHONY BASCAND 
APRIL 


