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Introduction  

1. My name is Madeleine de Jong. I live just 4km west out of Darfield with my 
daughter Josefien. I am the owner of The Oaks Historic Homestead; a boutique 
style bed and breakfast and private function operation.   

  

2. The Oaks is the original Race Course Hill homestead which was moved to its 
present location (corner Clintons Road and State highway 73), 4km west of 
Darfield on State Highway 73, in 1912. The homestead was built circa 1852.   

3. I am originally from Amsterdam, The Netherlands and I am an International 
Hotelier by trade. I visited New Zealand for the first time in 1987 on invitation of 
my mother who had moved to Annat, Sheffield in 1986. I stayed in NZ for nearly 
three years as a permanent resident managing hotels in Christchurch, Nelson and 
Queenstown before leaving for Australia initially, and later to South East Asia in 
1991, continuing to manage hotels. Over the years I visited NZ three to four times 
a year regarding it my home.   

4. I fell in love with The Oaks the first time I saw it. Over the years I sadly saw the 
Homestead falling into a bad state of repair. In 2001, whilst working in Sydney, I 
got seriously ill and after spending considerable time in hospital, came back to NZ 
to recuperate finding the Homestead up for sale!   

5. Not to be too enthusiastic and emotional, I requested a LIM report through the 
Selwyn District Council and had the homestead inspected by a reputable building 
inspector only to be given the all clear from both. No major projects or works 
were in the pipeline to affect the Homestead s future according to the SDC and 
the Homestead, made out of Kauri, was sound! To my absolute delight I 
purchased the Homestead from Mr Peter Morrison in July 2002.  



6. Major renovations started in July 2002. My intention was never to change the 
Homestead but to restore it back to its original glory. After an intense renovation 
process and in excess of $500,000 later we opened our doors as The Oaks Historic 
Homestead, a boutique style accommodation and private function venue featuring 
its own organic edible garden. Besides running the business, I whole heartily got 
involved in the Darfield/Sheffield Community. I became one of the (re)founding 
members of the Great Alpine Highway Committee and was Chair of the Sheffield 
school PTA for over three years. The Oaks became one of the popular venues for 
Christchurch Canterbury Marketing s Overseas Familiarisation Program and The 
Oaks regularly sponsored community events by donating accommodation and 
dinner vouchers. The Oaks employs on a regular basis 7 casual team members.  

             

Part of our Team during April s visit of The Daimler Club.   

                                 
Baking our signature Dutch Apple Cakes.   



Background  

7. Upon purchasing The Oaks, I had two major set backs, through the building 
inspection and the Selwyn District Council. First, our building inspector missed a 
full-blown drug laboratory located under the homestead. Secondly, I was totally 
unaware that in 2002 a feasibility study was undertaken or was in the process of 
being undertaking by Selwyn District Council and Christchurch Council for a 
possible irrigation scheme, to later become the Central Plains Water scheme. 
None of the community members I met seemed to be aware either.  

8. With the business going from strength to strength and me living the dream, I was 
very surprised to receive on 23 November 2005 a letter addressed to dear 
landowner from Mr Pat Morrison, chairman of CPW Ltd. (attachment 1)  
informing me of the following: 

 

That I was aware of recent surveying to identify the 235 meter contour as 
the proposed main headrace canal centre line for the scheme. I was not 
aware! 

 

That the exact location of the headrace canal will be within 200 meters 
either side of the 235 meter contour. I was not aware of this either; and 

 

YOUR PROPERTY HAS BEEN INDENTIFIED AS ONE THAT 
THE CANAL IS LIKELY TO RUN THROUGH!! I certainly was not 
aware of this.  

9. I also read about the approval of the company s application to become a requiring 
authority: in effect we are securing the right to use the land, once we have 
secured resource consent . It then dawned on me that Mr Morrison was politely 
telling me that he was meaning that CPW was in a position (if it received resource 
consent) if and when required, to take MY land and MY business and MY home!  
Mr Morrison informed me that as a community member I could make a 
submission on the requirement and that CPW wishes to work with me directly to 
seek a satisfactory outcome. Until today I have never worked directly or met 
directly with anybody from CPW except for Mr Lewthwhaite (URS) who caught 
me totally by surprise when we met at the SDC awards night, eying my little 
black dress and commenting wow I thought you would look like a witch .  

10. As I had never heard anything in the community about this scheme, I first thought 
this was nothing to be too worried about. It would go away. I thought there must 
have been a mistake, because this could not happen in a democratic and beautiful 
country like NZ. I seriously believed this was never going anywhere, it was too 
ridiculous. How wrong I was!  

11. What happened next was a desperate struggle to get myself informed. I became a 
member of the Malvern Hills Protection Society Inc. as they seemed to me to be 
the only group investing time and effort in finding out what was happening to all 
of us affected by the CPW scheme. They knew a lot more than the shareholders of 
the scheme (some close friends of mine and clients of The Oaks), the SDC and 



more than CPW itself. I visited SDC to ask for plans of the Scheme. I was 
referred to CPW. I contacted URS (engineers for CPW) to get copies of the plans. 
The plans I received on 19 December 2005 (attachment 2) were plans only 
indicating the headrace location. I had to ask again for plans of the full scheme 
which I finally received on 16 January 2006 (attachment 3), nearly two months 
after my first awareness of the CPW scheme. I found out that SDC and CCC had 
already spent a considerable amount of money, in excess of 1 million dollars, on 
investigating the feasibility of the scheme, without me as an affected party and 
ratepayer knowing anything about it. Furthermore, no ratepayer or affected party 
received any notification in the form of plans or any indication that they were an 
affected party.   

12. To my horror I found out that the scheme not only had the headrace canal running 
right in front of my property but a smaller canal was going right through it. This 
was despite a letter which I received on 21 February 2006 from Mr Morrison 
assuring me that CPW had no wish to siting any structures in locations such as 
through someone s house (Attachment 4).  

13. I can not describe clearly enough how I felt. It was like I had been betrayed. I had 
given up everything for a better life for my daughter and me. I had invested 
everything I had to be able to live in this beautiful part of the world. I felt I had 
done my share by restoring part of Canterbury s history, starting my own business 
and most of all, I was so proud to give my daughter the opportunity to grow up in 
the country she was born in and to enable her to establish her roots. The worst 
thing of all was the fact that nobody had the decency or the respect to inform me 
to my face. 

 

                                                       My daughter, Josefien.  



14. I became outspoken in the local press (Attachment 5). Not so much for or against 
the scheme but to urge locals to get informed and find out what was potentially 
happening to our lives and to advise how difficult it had been for me to get 
informed. I was interviewed by Channel 3 and I featured on the news. Before I 
featured on the news I received a letter from the lawyer representing Mr  
Morrison, accusing me of making false accusations. Mr Morrison was informed 
of these false accusations through a reliable source... I am referred to as that 
woman . The false accusation was that I had allegedly mentioned that I had 
bought The Oaks from Mr Pat Morrison (Pat Morrison is the father of Peter 
Morrison, the vendor of The oaks) (Attachment 6).   

15. Until this letter I had a very good relationship with Mr Morrison (he and his 
family are my neighbours). I totally believed his intention as the chairman of 
CPWL to work closely with me, as indicated in his first communication to me in 
the dear landowner letter. However, this has since changed and I now feel 
totally intimidated. For the first time since purchasing The Oaks I am wondering 
if I made the right decision for my daughter and me. I now realise not only what 
the implications of this scheme are but that it has resulted in a cloud hanging over 
my head. As a result, I have to totally change my normal sound business practice 
and my personal life. I no longer trust CPWL.  

16. I am writing this down in such detail only to advise how difficult it was to get, as 
an affected party, information out of CPW and out of SDC even though I was 
promised direct contact and extensive consultation. It was awful to have to speak 
out about my concern, about the lack of knowledge in the local community, about 
the scheme and the difficulty in receiving communication and information from 
CPW and both councils, and to be threatened with legal action. I started to doubt 
myself as there was such a complacency and lack of knowledge in the community. 
The fact that I spoke out started to affect my friendships and business visitations 
to The Oaks. I seriously started to worry for the future.  

17. I have been brought up with the belief that if you are not happy with something 
you get involved and become informed. I believe in open communication and 
going into discussions with good intentions. With this in mind, I wrote to SDC on 
6 February 2006 (Attachment 7) to explain my situation and my concerns and to 
secure myself a space at the council meeting as a member of the Malvern Hills 
Protection Society. I wanted to ask the council some direct questions and express 
my concerns. Until today, although promised, I have never received an answer to 
my questions. However, I did receive on 9 March 2006 a reply from SDC 
(Attachment 8) informing me that the council could not proceed with the CPW 
debt funding proposal and that the manager of corporate services, Mr Douglass 
Marshall, was endeavouring to keep me informed. I have never received any 
further communication from Mr Marshall!   



18. For reasons unknown to me (as no consultation took place), the headrace canal 
was moved from the east side of my property boundary to the west side of my 
property boundary.  

19. Over the last two years I have endeavoured to stay informed and attended as many 
council meetings (and one  meeting with CPW) as my schedule allowed me.  

20. However, the process of staying informed has not been easy. Trying to find time 
besides running a business and being a mum was very stressful. Neither of the 
two councils nor CPW were very forth coming in assisting people to receive 
information. The information I received was so difficult to understand and took so 
much time to digest that it was not read properly or read at all. And after all this, 
still nobody could really confirm the location of the canals (even as at April 2008, 
I could not find my exact location on the maps provided by CPWL).   

21. At this time the CPW scheme seriously started to interfere with my family, social 
and business life. I could not concentrate clearly on the future of my business as I 
was becoming more and more concerned as to whether it would be worth my 
financial while to re invest in the business and was I even going to have a 
business? I also started losing interest in community work.  

22. The Homestead had become increasingly popular locally and internationally, 
especially due to the fact that I only try to cater with produce that I can grow 
myself organically.   

 

Our Pumpkins.  

23. Food writers and editors from magazines from Europe and America are regular 
visitors to The Oaks because a self sustainable food service is a rarity these 
days. Couple this with its stunning location in a wonderful country. We were very 
proud to receive a nomination by the Darfield Township committee in 2006 for 
the Selwyn Best Business awards.  



 

The Oaks has become a favourite boutique style wedding/private function venue.  

24. Because of the commitment to running the business in an environmentally 
sustainable manner with mostly organic food, and because of our quality 
accommodation service, The Oaks was chosen preferred product by one of 
Australia s largest wholesalers, Australian Outback Travel (AOT) and was chosen 
as preferred product by Travel Essence, one of the most successful smaller 
boutique travel planners in Utrecht, The Netherlands. Travel essence concentrates 
on selling NZ to Europeans committed to sustainable travel and life style. For 
every guest arriving in NZ a tree is planted . In NZ!  

 

Outdoor seating in the edible gardens.  

25. The Oaks became and still is an important venue for hosting and promoting NZ to 
overseas and local tourist decision makers invited by Christchurch Canterbury 
Marketing.  



26. Due to all of the above, I was extremely busy running my small business. I was 
kept informed as much as possible through the Malvern Hills Protection Society 
and through the press as they seem to be able to translate for us normal people 
what was happening. But the business came to a crossroads. We were too big for 
a table cloth and too small for a serviette (a good Old Dutch saying).  


