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28 March 2006

JEn€ HugginE
Sgcretary
Coalgate Township Committ€c
c/o Coaltrack Road
RD CoElgalB

Dear Jqne

Coalgdta TownrhlP - Clnttrl Plains Walcr Ou6stloni

Thank you for your lefter regardrng answcrS to qu€stions you Provided Contral Plainc
Water Umited.- | apologEe ihat fia wrong an8w€rs were sent to you. Your leitor was
received 6nd the fglson our rgspona€ w6s sent to Bob Mugford was that he wrote
the orlginal lstter.

I hav6 spoksn to Bob and Daryl and explain€d that lt b our intent to provlde aB much
informaiion to your Commltt€€ 88 po8slblo. I will now bo your ligison end my. deiails
are w (03) 365 0081. h (03) 328 9405 or m 021 743 237. PloEte do nol hasitats to
contact m6 at any trme.

Anrw.r !o ourt om

l. Dam Saloty
As you wlll bsawars w€ aro holdlng a public meeting in Olgntunn€l on W€dneBday
niEht to addr€ss thc issues of dam salety. A repod has iust been itnaliled on the
satety of fro dam and your quoglions wlll b€ addresEod al this torum

Altrr tha ma€dng $hould you lsquire any turther Information Wallor Lcwthwalto wguld
be happy to address your nexl tn€eting 0r 10 arrange Jor expeds in particular toPic6 to
m8et with vou.

2. Dam Locrtlon
curont geotechnical lnvestigations show l9!8 lteblo foundalions at the upStaam
site, malilng the current 6ite the prelerred lo€ation. Tho chosen EitB also mak€B usa
ol ths Ki*ttyls rldge and increa5e8 thg amounl ol storag6 avallable.

It is expected that it would t6k8 12 months to build th€ gmbankment and perhsps a
ltfle lonoer to comolctg lha aSSociatod Etrudures. The darn will ba conEtructed so
thgt 't 

m;ets tho otitngont leLty guldell'les establlshed by Th€ Intrmationai
Commnes o{ L!.gc dam$, \thich sels the benchmerks for dam salaty throughout thE
wolto,

The etfects ol the construotion 8nd how thsy will be managed are oullinod in ths
AEE. sedion 3.13. Copi.! w.re oellvered to Bob Mugford Rosall€ Snoylnk and
Barry Mathers ln Dooembar hst yssr' An Qleclronic version can br acc6sed via
www,cowl.co.nz,
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4. Hclght of D.m
Central Plains has appligd lor rgSourca conaents for a 55 motre hlgh dam,

5. Canalr vE Plplng

The piping ot f|g head race canals lhfough Coalgate and Sh€fiisld will be evalurted
at the detrilad design stage, Thig evrluatlon ls one of the hlghggt prioritles lol our
technicdl team thls y€ar.

6. CofiDcn tlon

CP1V will compensata lsndownsrs tor the land requircd tor lhe Scheme at mr*st
value, Consullation will occur bBtwssn CPW and l6ndownors throughout th€
proc€s6.

There will be many opportunities tgr Eccesr to watar lor r€qreation including fighing
and there n6cd to bo advancsd, while ensurlng publlc aalety and viabilily of sch€rn€
opErations

7. Necallvo lmFctr
Can I please suggest you rder to ihe AEE, espscially sections 7 and 8, and then
corno back lo us with more specific qu€ations. A numbsr of manors arc cov€rsd
akssdy in th€$€ noio8.

8. Lrkr

Roreruoir mNnagem6nt will be by CF\i/L to ensufg ha b€st supplles for larm€rs.
S€ctiod 3,14,4 ol lhe AEE statssr -Onca fllsd, the la|(e will be u8ed as 6 backup
supply whon fte requlred llows ars nol available ffom the Bakai! rnd Waimakariri
Rivers, Modelllng of over 30 ygars d Eupply and demand hab indicatsd thst, if th€
scheme had been opErating ovcr that perlod, the hke would havc been drav,n dox,n
to its minimum operrting l6val in only one selson, Ganarally, wry little v/airr will bo
drawn bsfors Janugry, so 8tora99 lavds will almost alwayS be full lor recreation
during the peak ol tha Chrl3tmas hollday perlod. lt is Inlonded that thr mlnlmum
opsrdting level will b€ 246 m, i.o. wlth 35 MCM ot ural€r r€tained, as a mtana of
reducing dust nvisenco, mrintalning lhe ecological hcrllh of the lske and its tauna
and enhancing the visual impacl.

Sedion 8.4.2 ol the AEE indic€te8 hat lhe lak€ \ivill b€ drawn down t0 lE$ then ha
capaclty in about 35% of year8, and a5 an averEge will br 85% tull.

Regarding wat.r quality in thg r€soryolr, wG exPed $ere \.dll b€ gome lrnpacts trom
decomposilion ot rssiduet vagotetion in s6di€r ysars but ovsr timd lhs water quality
wlll appfoach thst suppliad by the Wsimakarlri rivsr. Pleaee rder to 8€cffon 8.4 2 ol
the AEE fgr a rnqro thorouEh dlscusslon o{ the i63ue,

Aacess to the re8ervolr for rscreatlon including llshlng wlll be €noouraged.
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9. Lrndacapo

lha dem will be an 66nh dam, wlth a plsin graveldownstfeam face lo provide
st6billty agdnst orosion, but with extgnslve landscqplng tO improvr lts appearance. lt
will be visibl€ trom most ot th€ township unlsse or untll scrgened by treee. Access to
the dam wll oe pcrmlttod within limlts of public Bef€ty and normgt dprrational
requiromrnts.

10. Conrtrucllon Ph.s.

W€ €xpoc{ most workers wlll coms hom n€6rby communiliss and witl commut€ to ths
iob but some out8ida sp€chlists will b€ rrquir€d. Thoss peoplo will rither cornmute
or stAy in acoommodetion provided by local communities,

Conslruction ls8uss for a Frojgct ot thi3 !126 inctude noisE, dusl, tr|fflc, personnel
including accommodslion, tehporary sile otlics6, and temporary dlgturbances to
walsrways snd ecological elemcnts, These tvillbg governdd by managemgnt plans
hal wili bs dovoloped in oudino dudng tio consenting proccsc and tEilored to er6h
sprcific conctruction aqtMty 6nd contract as they are arfEngcd. Pleasg seg mor€
dctail in tho AEE ssction 3.13 rnd Escdon 7,

Landsceping plens will be developed lor all parts ot tho proje€t, t{ith padicular locus
on th€ dsm and ro!6rvolr, and other area8 th6t sxpect to bs $lgniflcantty in the publlc

11, Waladwanlw! Rlvrr

Section 3.12.4 ot he AEE statesr 'Ther€ wlll be a relearg trom tt€ Walaniwaniws
Rosorvoir to thg bad ot ths Waianiwaniwa Rivcr lmmsdiately downotream ot th6
hsadracs. Thls wlll bB sized to r6lgaa6 the mean annual llow primarily to ptovtds
groundwatcr rcchargB to thal ar6a of thr C6 ral Plalns, lt would also be pOSEiblB ro
releage Bignitlcantly groat€r llowE il thsrE w6r Eoma erwironme al or Eocial bendil In
doing so and it the lak6 hsd cnowh capacity, Giv6n that oxrontly this soctlon ol the
river only flows during llood cv6nts, it may b€ tl thsro afc few ecologlcel or
envronmental rea6on! to r6l6aso such llood tlows in tho lulure,

t2,lurblnlr

Na turbinEs a€ oroDosed,

Jane, plcssa don't heshate to oall mg should you r6quk9 any funhd intormatlon and
Walter L€wthrail€ or any ol the schemr rspr€$entatiws would be vsry deaa€d to
ettond Eny ol your m€ding6,

T,ITr*^.r^.,-
Erin JamilEon
Communicetione coniuhant


