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Canterbury’s
first

mini-marathon

NDOUBTEDLY a day with a difference.
This would e the hest way of describ-
ing the very succassful mini-marathon run by
the Canterbury Branch on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 27. Thirty-twn romperitars tonk pare
in the event which covered the 30 miles from
the Rakaia mouth to the gonge; @ car trial of
35 miles between the Rakaia Gorge and the
Whaimakarirl Gorge; and a further 40 miles
down the Waimak to the motorway bridges.
Outright winner was Vance Hannal in
his home-built bost, Gemini, powered by a
ME I Zodiac straight six motor. Detailed
results appear on page 14,

Dull, overcast conditions greeted competi-
tors in the morning, but alter overcoming a
minor difficulty — some nong with a fishy
sense of humour had plastered the launching
ramyp with a liberal coating of grease — the
hoats got away from the Jagoon and headed
u

PICTURES — Abvve: The fivst abjec
tive, the Rahein Corge bridge. Lefi:
Boals waiting te leave the river at
Rahain  Corge.  Right: Trail-blazer
Vrevor  Fairbairn  heading  up  the
Rakain. Below: “Where has all the
wuler gone. .

in two hours. Theve, they and their trailered
boats took part in a $3-mile car trial which
eventually led them to the Waimak Garge
Fridge. Refuelling was compulsory at this
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