
BEFORE THE CANTERBURY REGIONAL COUNCIL
 

Under the Resource Management Act 1991 

and 

In the matter of resourc e c onsent app lic a tions by va rious pa rties to ta ke 
and use water in the Upper Waitaki Catchment 

MEMORANDUM TO COMMISSIONERS - UWAG RESPONSE
 



We refer to the Commissioners 25th Minute da ted 8 Oc tober 2010 and 

respond as follows: 

Introduction 

1.	 We note tha t of the 61 c onsent app lic a tions and 51 assoc ia ted 

d isc harge and land use c onsent app lic a tions in the Upper Wa itaki 

catchment tha t UWAG is responsib le for 70 app lic a tions. These 

app lic a tions have involved c ommon c ond itions but with permutations 

to deal with: 

1.1	 The renewal app lic a tions and in pa rtic ula r the c onversion 

condition for spray or other more efficient forms of irrigation. 

1.2	 Cond itions perta ining to ongoing requirements for c ontinuity of 

irrigation from the date of grant. 

1.3	 Cond itions dea ling with c omp lianc e with NDA levels during 

conversion regimes. 

2.	 UWAG has had ongoing d isc ussions with Dr Freeman. Reporting 

offic ers, other app lic ant advisors, and tec hnic a l advisors with respec t 

to c onsent c ond itions. Where possib le, this had led to a lignment of 

c ommon c onsent c ond itions and a c onsistent framework for trigger 

response c ond itions perta ining to Lake Benmore monitoring and 

trigger response conditions. 

3.	 There have been ongoing d isc ussions with respec t to those c onsents in 

the Lake Tekapo reg ion and those below Lake Benmore as to the 

appropria teness of Lake Benmore water qua lity monitoring c ond itions 

and trigger response conditions. 

4.	 It is UWAG s position (genera lly agreed by Dr Freeman) tha t neither 

c onsents in these loc a lities should be sub jec t to Lake Benmore water 

quality monitoring and trigger response conditions. 
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5.	 There have been d isc ussions with respec t to Lake Tekapo c onsents as 

to whether it is appropria te for a sing le monitoring point with trigger 

response in Lake Tekapo for a ll three c onsents. It w ill be UWAG s 

position in the consent conditions that there are better mechanisms for 

monitoring the effect of consent through the FEMP proc ess and this will 

be set out in c ond itions noting Dr Freeman s position tha t a c ommon 

monitoring and trigger response point for Lake Tekapo is appropria te. 

This will be a matter for the Commissioners to decide. 

6.	 In order to p rovide c onsistenc y with the c onsent app lic a tions new 

derogation approva ls have been ob ta ined from Merid ian for the 

app lic a tions for Ha ldon and Hope (Gramp ian Sta tion). These a re 

attached. A separate Memorandum will report on those changes. 

7.	 Separa te issues a rise where app lic a tions stradd le c a tc hment 

boundaries suc h as the suite of app lic a tions for Otemata ta whic h 

d isc harge both into Benmore and Aviemore and Wa itaki. 

Position to Date 

8.	 As a result of the above UWAG has forwarded a ll assoc ia ted 

d isc harge and land use c onsent app lic a tions for a ll of its applicants to 

ECan. In add ition it has developed two temp la tes based on Hope 

and Anderson/Bog Roy. 

8.1	 The Anderson/ Bog Roy suite of c ond itions rela tes to a renewa l 

c onsent and as suc h has formula ted c ond itions dea ling with 

the matters listed above. 

8.2	 The Hope c onsent is a new c onsent fa lling into the northern 

catchment of Lake Benmore. 

9.	 These c onsent c ond itions have been forwarded to Dr Freeman and 

Merid ian and c omments have been rec eived bac k, c hanges 

inc orpora ted as a result of those d isc ussions and forwarded to 

c onsultants and the app lic ants for approva l p rior to being forwarded 

to ECan. 
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10.	 In add ition, Merid ian has p rovided its c omments in rela tion to the 

Anderson temp la te and it is c onfirmed tha t sub jec t to the MIC 

conditions being inserted in full into the new suite of c ond itions (which 

UWAG does not oppose) its p referenc e will not be to c omment on 

every ind ividua l app lic a tion but ra ther dea l with it in templa te form 

with comments. 

11.	 It is UWAG s position tha t the c auc using amongst a ll app lic ants, 

Merid ian and ECan s c onsultants has been p roduc tive and will result in 

a more developed suite of c ond itions being forwarded for the 

Commissioners perusa l. It w ill a lso note those elements where there is 

continued d ivergenc e of op inion between UWAG s position and / or 

Merid ian and ECan s advisors. In some c ases this rela tes to the 

word ing adopted and in other c ases it rela tes to more fundamenta l 

concerns with proposed conditions. 

Resolution of Conditions Suites 

12.	 Those applications for Hope and Anderson (the template applications) 

will be forwarded in fina l form within seven days of the da te of this 

Memorandum. 

13.	 The ba lanc e of the take and use app lic a tions app lying the templa tes 

above will be forwarded within a further seven days. 

14.	 The departure of Ms Begley and the red istribution of her app lic ant 

c lients amongst the ba lanc e has c aused some delay but this has now 

been overc ome with the exc eption of Dunstan Peaks whic h is the 

subject of a separate report. 

15.	 We ac c ept tha t there have been delays beyond tha t signa lled a t the 

c onc lusion of the hearing but a lso ac c ept tha t the spec ific word ing of 

c onsent c ond itions has been more time c onsuming than orig ina lly 

forecast. 

16.	 We a re happy to dea l with any further issues whic h the Commissioners 

wish to raise with respect to completion of this process. 
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_________________________ 

Dated 15 October 2010 

Ewan Chapman 
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