7 ihei Mouri Ora

Jnumia te wairoa, ;| te puna o te Atua
e Waiora, he Waiora

T ihei mauri, tu Ki rungal

I nga mana, € nga reo, € nga waka
no uta no tas

Tcna ,éoutou,

Tcna .éoutou,

Tena koutou katoa.

BE AT ONE WITH GOD

To the Mackenzie (Guardians and many others this ancient cxcccding]g Ecautixcu],
largest internal land area of these islands evokes an astounding sacredness.

To the ancient ones, the E_arth of this area theﬂ walked upon was to them not
unlike the sacredness of the floor of GOd’s true c]’xurch, or the inside of Rongo’s
domain of the Whare Tupungna.

|t connected their living bodies like a Placenta cord to our sacred [~ arth Mother
and all of its life giving forces:
E_arth to grow their Food, a!omg with all other food sources of the natural world

and most importantig

THE LIFE GIVING SOURCE OF WATER.

TH E_Y treated and looked upon these sources with utmost respcc’c.



The Magni)cicence of the ancient hills, mountains that Pierce into the skg of this

area to those b@core were like wa“s embedded into the sacred ear’ch.

They could reach througln/ above these walls like the walls of (God’s T rue
Church: With its stained glass windows in instances signhcging reverence to (Jod’s
[Holiness.

Or the carved Whare Tupunga walls with the Tuku Tuku Pat’cerns such as

Foutama (s’cairwag to Heaven) up into the higher realms.

T heir respect for them was to understand tl'xcg were a signhcicant statement in
(God’s creation story }33 giving them names such as Cloud Fiercer Aoraki orto
believe within their own embodiment of heart and soul that the sPirits of their

ancestors Clcpartecl the l‘lighcs’c maunga up into the stars of the night sl(g and into

T‘leaveni

Tlﬂcrc is an ancient story of the Tuwharctoa Pcopic that spcaks of the marriage

of the mountains to the stars in the [Heavens above.

| had to spcak of this story in a lecture to an audience at Purke Universitg, in
Seattle, (Inited States, 1993,

(This was in support with other artists of a major exhibition of contemporary
incligenous work from this land being exhibited at Purke umversity)

Frior to traveling out of this land to Seattle, one part of mgjourncg along with my
Par‘cner took us in the ear|3 hours of the morning through the volcanic Plateau
rcgion of the central North ]sland Past the sacred mountains of Kuapchu,
Ngauruhoe and Tongariro.

At one Par’t in the Rangipo, Descrt Road chion we stoppcd and whilst out of

the vehicle | took time to look from the mountains up into the [Jeavens.

]n one small moment that seemed like an ctcmitg ] saw the ancient story of the

marriage of the mountains with the stars. Kapai!

Tlﬂc Mackcnzic Country to the ancient Pcop]c, was an area where througlﬂ

Pris’cine claritg of the air connected to the ancient hi”s, mountains and walls that



held the skg above one could view up into the 51<9 througlﬁ the roof of this

magnhcicent land into the Heaven&

They had the vision not unlike the church builders who created the roofs of (God’s
True Church.

Roofs that elevated themselves for those that sit in peace and the holiness of

these sacred Places to reach higher up through their prayer into the sanctitg of the
lord. (ta”< to God)

Tlﬁe Whare Tupunga adorns it’s ceiling with Heke (ribs in the body of the house)
which are a vital support in the structure of the Whare} along with the carved
Foutokomanawa and ancestral carvings, that suPPor’c the Fotahu]*xu. Fotahulﬂu is
the central roof bcam, which runs the leng’clﬂ of the house.

This beam talks of the historg of the house that goes back many years into the
Past, and as the beam moves from the Past into the Prcscnt it acknow]cdges the

clear vision needed for the future.

Put most importantlg the rooF/skg of the ancient, grouncl, hills and mountains of
the Mackenzie Pasin portray:

° Tl’\e E_levatec{ roofs of God’s True Church
° Tl‘le roof of the \/\/Harc Tupungna

° The reaching up into the cosmos and into the order of our one creator.
To the ancient ones this area was a Pathway to the stars and the Hcavcns above.

]n 199% before traveling to Seattle to talk about the marriage of the mountains to

the stars, | was living on | [ WA] FONAMU, in OTAUTAT—H

| have in my stays in the Mackenzie Basin without a word of a lie and with my own
cyes seen the same events unfold in front of me, that | saw that night backin 1 993,
| pay my utmost respects in the understan&ing of the ghc’cs that (God has given us.



]Fgou climb a major part of the Grampian Range you will see | ake Tckapo, | ake
Fukaki and the eastern end of Lake Ohau and the splendor of the mountain

backdrop that seems to go on forever.

You will also see the incredible living landform called the Mackenzie Easin that

some may think through its location is somehow not that way.

]Fgou awake at the foot of the Grampian range and walk down closer to the Basin
at4:30am and await the suns arrival you will slow13 but sure!g hear a multitudinous
cacophong of diverse birdlife and sound ecl'xoing through the Pasin and see the

presence omc bird movement across the backbone o1C ’che skg.

You may even see the story unfold in front of you, whg thcg called Aoraki the
C]ou& Fiercer.

Tl’lis ancient internal Pasin areca and its surrouncling hills and mountains, where the
waters’Journegs begin, that feed the main river, Waitaki is like a womb. A womb

where the beginnings of many life sources begin.
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