Unwanted organism

Awful algae |
Common name: Rock snotaka pldymg
Scientific name: Didymosphenia geminata
o Algae that attaches to stones and to ;:;ar;it\fe
thick, brown layer and strands )
) “:r(;rtr:-ia?ls’ that can tum white at the end looking

like tissue paper S—
o Looks slimy but feels like CO
o Pale yellow-brown 1o white colour, NEVER green
o Microscopic so only seen when already
Very numerous
o Foundin freshwater streams, I
o Thrives in clear, shallow, warm water
« Needs lots of light to grow . ‘
o Spreads on footwear, fishing equipment and boats
o |rritates eyes making them ncﬁy
o Lightwind can also spread this algae

vers and lakes

nt in Canterbury.

N -
o Firstfoundin NZin 2004, not yet pre P

What you can do: . ing equipment, including
fishing and boating €d
Check and remoe & algaat: fdrggite Whgre you found it. Collecta sample and

- Leave the algae L ‘ \ Sl
f;;)l?:"'r\t’?: ; plastic bag. Ring the Biosecurity hotellr;:) :; nggoNOT o8
If you find algae on your & o ! a’t DN e or s
freshwater, or wash down e
household bleach to kill it v
diseaseslplantsldidymolcleanmg

g

The picture shows a case
scenario, of what could happen this
summer 10 one of Canterbury’s tivers
if people are not watchful about the
spread of unwanted organisms
You have been sent o investigate
the scene in search of clues that

can determing —

() Whether an unwanted
organisw is present.

() What that organism ‘\\
is and is there potential
of it spreading o other rivers.

() What can be done about it.
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quipment once you
the drain. Dry the algae fo
Visit www.biosecurity.govt.
-methods.pdf

Clues:

(Things that show th
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Verdict:
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Result: twh
! + What do you do wi
information ang who do yoy lg;l;)ow

_

e—
_

&

WWZ, ., Can you find these words-.?_JA

New Zealand s a country made up of islands in the middle of the
South Pacific Ocean. In the past, this isolation protected the New
Zealand environment from any unwanted plants and animals (organisms)
reaching our shores.

But with travel made easy by ships and planes, this has changed. The
environment is now constantly under threat from unwanted foreign
invaders. Canterbury already has its fair share of pests and unwanted

Unwanteq organism

CD.mn!on Name: Seg Squirt
Scientifig name: Spp)y Clava

* Leathery, cyjing
’ rical club-gh ’
® 1/3stalk, 23 bubous gy aped organism

® Canbe Whitish, )
, yell )
* Grows on hy Yellowish or redgish-proy,

d surface: 1
gnd aquacultyre framess Hohas R
. )
: r:‘)l\;v’z quu;lgy Crowding oyt other plants
T 0n hoat i
bige hulls ang jn ballast and/or

® Likes o liyg in shy
. elte
® Discovereq jn |, "ed bays and hartoyrs

What yoy can do:y(tefton Harbour in 20ps,

Ifyou see any i
2 In,
(write it down or dg that may be g sgp Squirt

] raw a > Iecord its locati
Putthe st i gy nc 10 0 Collcta iy oot

[t and put it
© Biosecurity hom'ng 03%335';};' gesf;eezer.
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UNWANTED
CLEAN
INSPECT
VRY
BIOSECURITY
ALGAE
BROWN
EGERIA
WEED
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organisms. Possums, ferrets, gorse and German wasps are all land-
based pests causing havoc in the environment. But pests don’t just
live on the land. There are pest plants, animals and algae that have
invaded New Zealand’s waterways and sea and are causing health
and environmental problems.

We need YOUR help to stop their spread!!

Unwanted organism

Wicked/wayw

Common name: Oxygen weed
Scientific name: Fgeria densa
o Leaves grow in whorls around the stem and curl

a little downwards -
o Leavesarelight green witha reddish tinge, centre- 8

vein very visible
o Tiny white flowers with three petals
o Grows under the water in strands up to 5m tall
o Spread by people on footwear, boats and
fishing equipment

o Every broken piece can grow roots and leaves

o Crowds out native plants and fish '
o Loves muddy, still, or very slow-flowing water
o Arrived in Canterbury mid 1980s

What you can do:

Check and remove all weed frol

including footwear. Leave_th_e wel

Collecta sample and put |t_|n apl

Ring the Biosecurity hotline on .
weed on your equipment onc

Sv)i,tzufrf:a[;iwater, or \‘/!vash down the drain. Dry the we

m fishing and boating equipmen'g,

ed at the site where you found it.

astic bag.

0800 80 99 66. .
nce you get home, DO NOT wasf

fin © ed and compost it.
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