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EVER TASTED A RIESLING from the 
Waipara Valley? Well, if you have a finely 
tuned nose for a good wine, you will know 
that it doesn’t taste quite like any other 
riesling. Experts will tell you that Waipara 
rieslings have a “unique and distinctive 
mineral flavour”, which comes from the 
terroir, or “a sense of place”. 

Just ask Jean-Luc Dufour, viticulturist for 
Canterbury House (soon to be merged  
with Waipara Hills Wine Estate), who says 
that you can literally taste Waipara in their 
rieslings. He refers to it as “one of the 
mysteries of winemaking”, and it is these 
“mysteries” Jean Luc is exploring in his 
quest to craft high quality wine, while at  

the same time conserving and using the 
available natural resources wisely.

Jean-Luc and his wife Sarah’s 
meticulous attention to water and nutrient 
management, landed them two accolades 
in this year’s Ballance Farm Environment 
Awards – the Environment Canterbury 
Water Efficiency Award and the Ballance 
Nutrient Management Award. 

Jean Luc came to New Zealand in 1989, 
emigrating from Switzerland where he 
trained and worked as a viticulturist. “My 
family has been in wine production for 
four generations,” he says. But conditions 
in New Zealand are different from those 
in the small town of Dully by the lake of 
Geneva, where he worked with his father. 
“Switzerland has a stable, continental 
climate, whereas New Zealand’s climate  
is so changeable and unpredictable.  
The South Island’s east coast is also  
much drier than most parts of Switzerland.  
That makes the monitoring techniques 

we are using very specific to our needs 
here in North Canterbury.” 

After having worked for five years at a 
vineyard in Gisborne, Jean-Luc and his Kiwi 
wife, Sarah, moved to Canterbury House, 
where the vineyard site had been established 
on a stony, shingly site, poor in nutrients and 
organic matter with little water retention. 

The water usage of each vine is 
measured very closely. A trickle irrigation 
system is designed to deliver up to  
12 litres per day to each vine. “Waipara 
vines, on average, need about six litres  
of water per day, but in January they may 
lose eight to 10 litres of water per day.  
So we have to closely monitor that in  
order to compensate for the moisture  
loss,” he says.

With support from Steve Wratten at 
Lincoln University, Jean-Luc’s careful 
attention to sustainable practices has  
gone one step further, with biological  
pest control. Buckwheat is planted in  
the vineyard as a source of nectar to 
attract wasps. The wasps prey on leaf 
roller caterpillar, one of the major insect 
pests for grapes in Canterbury. “We 
haven’t used insecticides for the last three 
years,” he says. “The wasps lay their 
eggs in the caterpillar and on hatching the 
larvae destroy the caterpillars.” Jean-Luc 
says work is currently underway to find 
native plants to perform the same function. 
“Grapes are very monocultural and we are 
really concentrating in bringing biodiversity  
into the vineyard.”

Jean-Luc and Sarah Dufour, Waipara winemakers.

Waipara winemaker’s “down to earth” approach
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This issue of Living Here takes a look at some recent award-winners in the region –  
people who are doing the right thing for environmental and economic sustainability. 

The Ballance Farm Environment Awards have gone from strength to strength in just a few 
years in Canterbury, offering people the chance to learn from their peers and exchange 
knowledge. On this page, we profile a vineyard manager who values every drop of water, 
with more stories on page 4.

We are also inviting entries for the upcoming Resource Management Awards, run by 
Environment Canterbury every two years. These encourage people across a broad spectrum 
to showcase their environmental practices.  
See page 5 for details on what past winners 
have been doing and why the awards help  
raise the bar for regional sustainability. 

And for school students, it’s time to plan entries 
for the annual Science and Technology fairs, 
run in Christchurch and Timaru, August 13,14 
and September 6,7 respectively. See page 4 
and the back page.

See page 5  for the stories 
behind these winners!

Doing the right thing –  
at work, on the farm, at home, at school...

Long-term plan feedback:  
301 submitters

More than 300 submitters 
commented on Environment 
Canterbury’s draft long-term plan. 
A number of themes emerged: 
keep rates down, do more with 
water and land management, 
keep up the good work with 
buses in Christchurch, keep 
stakeholders informed, be 
accountable and transparent, 
work more in partnership with 
regional communities. 

Read more about the submissions  
on page 3.
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