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“New Zealand’s economy, ecosystems, community health, 

and social and cultural values depend on adequate water 

quality in sufficient quantity. The abundance and quality of 

our water and ‘clean green’ perceptions of New Zealand 

give us a compep titive advantageage in primary production,,
g	 p y p
 
energy generation and tourism.
 
Sound water management is not solely an environmental 

issue, it is essential to enable us to pursue sustainable 

economic and social development. 

One of the most significant challenges to be faced is 
the strong link between some forms of land usthe strong link between some forms of land use 
intensification, water use and water quality decline.” 

New Start for Fresh Water – Office of Minister for Environment (2009) 

What is the LU & WQ Project?What is the LU & WQ Project?
•	 Project to identify a range of preferred approaches for managing the 

cumulative impacts of land use on water quality – focussed on nutrient 
impacts on water quality 

•	 Canterbury wide 

•	 Case study approach (Hurunui) 

•	 Collaborative project - primary sector, environmental groups and other key 
stakeholders. 

•	 Governance group – includes key stakeholders representatives 

• Strongg links with the 
–	 CWMS (Target - Set catchment load limits for nutrients for each water 

management zone ...) 

•	 Report back by March 2011 
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Our expectations
Our expectations
– that we will end up with a range of solutions which are 

workable & are generally supported 

– recognition off environmental limits 

– recognise social, economic, cultural & environmental 
values 

– some trade-offs may be necessary, but if there are 
ththe reasons ffor thhese will b ill be open andd transparent 

Ultimately, ECan decides, but community has strong influence 

Extent of influence = extent of agreement 
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