
1W
e
ll c

a
p

Install a secure w
ell

cap
, and

 seal b
etw

een
the casing and

 any
hoses or cab

les going
d

ow
n the w

ell.

2W
e
ll c

a
sin

g
E

nsure the w
ell casing is

elevated
 at least half a

m
etre ab

ove the ground
surface.

3C
o
n
c
re

te
 a

p
ro

n
S

eal b
etw

een the w
ell

casing and the surrounding
ground

 w
ith a concrete

ap
ron. If you're d

rilling a
new

 w
ell, install a bentonite

seal around
 the casing.

5A
re

a aro
u
n
d
 w

e
ll

K
eep the area around the

w
ell-head

 clear of
anim

als, p
esticid

es,
fertilisers, com

p
ost and

rub
b

ish.

6S
a
m

p
le

 p
o
in

t
H

ave your ground
w

ater
sup

p
ly analysed

 if you
susp

ect a p
rob

lem
 w

ith
the w

ater q
uality.

4B
a
c
k
flo

w
p
re

ve
n
te

r
Install a b

ack-flow
p

reventor to stop
contam

inants siphoning
b

ack into your w
ell.

6
  S

am
p

le p
oint

3
C

oncrete
ap

ron

1
  W

ell cap

4
  B

ackflow
 p

reventer

�B
entonite seal

around
 casing

2
  W

ell casing

5
A

rea around
w

ell

��
T

H
E

 S
O

L
U

T
IO

N
:

G
o
o
d
 w

e
ll-h

e
a
d
 p

ro
te

c
tio

n
.

P
rotect your w

ell-head
 (the top

 of the w
ell w

here
it em

erges from
 ground

). R
em

em
b

er, this is your
d

rinking w
ater. W

hatever goes d
ow

n your w
ell,

end
s up

 in your glass.

T
H

E
 P

R
O

B
L

E
M

:
If your w

ell is not p
rotected

, b
acteria and

 chem
icals

can find
 their w

ay into it and
 contam

inate the w
ater.

P
eople and anim

als that drink this w
ater can get sick.



E
nviro

nm
ent C

anterb
ury C

usto
m

er S
ervices:

P
hone (03) 353 9007 or 0800 E

C
 IN

FO
 (0800) 32 4636

E
O
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For further inform
ation on ground

w
ater q

uality,
contact E

nvironm
ent C

anterb
ury’s C

ustom
er

S
ervices team

 for this p
am

p
hlet:

W
hat’s in m

y w
ell w

ater?
(A

 guid
e to ground

w
ater q

uality testing)

For additional inform
ation on drinking-w

ater supplies,
contact your local H

ealth P
rotection O

fficer at
C

om
m

unity and
 P

ub
lic H

ealth
C

hristchurch: (03) 379 9840
Tim

aru: (03) 688 6019

H
o
w

 c
a
n

c
o
n
ta

m
in

a
tio

n
o
c
c
u
r?

R
A

IN
F

A
L

L
•

R
ain w

ater can w
ash contam

inants d
irectly

into your w
ell

A
N

IM
A

L
S

•
A

nim
al and

 b
ird

 d
rop

p
ings can fall d

ow
n an

op
en w

ell

•
Insects and

 sm
all anim

als clim
b

 d
ow

n your
w

ell and
 d

ie there

C
H

E
M

IC
A

L
S

•
O

il and
 p

etrol can leak into your w
ell from

nearb
y m

achinery

•
P

esticid
es stored

 or sp
rayed

 nearb
y can find

their w
ay into your w

ell

•
C

ontam
inants can back-siphon into your w

ell
from

 stock troughs or chem
ical m

ixing tanks

R
U

B
B

IS
H

•
R

ub
b

ish stored
 nearb

y can contam
inate

your w
ell

•
S

om
e p

eop
le actually d

um
p

 rub
b

ish d
irectly

d
ow

n their w
ell – not a good

 id
ea


