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 Social / community severance issues. 

 
 The need to maintain good links for employment and recreation around the sub-

region. 
 

 Maintaining access to Christchurch. 
 

 Maintaining strategic transport links 
 

 Lifeline access and links 
 

 Ensuring access to the port, airport and industrial areas. 
 

 Tourism and visitor activity growth. 
 

4.2 LAND USE PATTERNS 
 
The Greater Christchurch Urban Development Strategy (“UDS”) sets the land use pattern for 
the area. The Strategy was adopted by the partner Councils and Transit NZ in June 2007. The 
purpose of the UDS is to manage growth and development of Greater Christchurch, including 
both the urban and rural areas, for the period out to 2041 but particularly out to 2026. The 
Greater Christchurch sub region includes the towns of Rangiora, Kaiapoi, Lyttelton, Rolleston 
and Lincoln as well as Christchurch city and the surrounding rural areas shown on the map 
below.  
 
The UDS was considered necessary to:  
 

 Accommodate future population growth and economic development. 
 Prevent unconstrained greenfield development. 
 Ensure development occurs in appropriate areas in a staged manner.  
 Prevent sporadic, unplanned or piecemeal development.  
 Encourage high quality urban design and development to improve safety, amenity 

and liveability within intensification and greenfield areas.  
 Align infrastructure planning to Long Term Council Community Plans and long-term 

strategic development directions 
 
Four settlement pattern options for managing future growth were developed during 2004 – 
2005 and consulted on. Option A was the preferred choice, which concentrates development 
within Christchurch City and the larger towns in the surrounding districts.  
 
The UDS proposes that 71% of Greater Christchurch’s growth will be accommodated within 
Christchurch City, with the remaining 29% in Selwyn and Waimakariri Districts. The Strategy 
also sets out that 39% of all new housing will be within intensification areas in Christchurch. 
The balance is provided in new development areas with housing at increased densities. The 
UDS has a target to increase intensification to 56% over the following 15 years. Overall, 45% 
of growth over the 35 year period is in intensification, including a small but declining amount 
of infill. 
 
The indicative settlement pattern for Greater Christchurch is shown in Figure 4. 
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Figure 4: UDS Settlement Pattern for Greater Christchurch12 
 

 
 
The land use pattern for Greater Christchurch, as set out in the UDS, is one that has an 
increasing focus on intensification and concentrates development within Christchurch City 
and the larger towns in the surrounding districts. This pattern will need to be supported by the 
transport system. The transport outcomes that are set out below are necessary in order to 
achieve the desired land use pattern. 

 
 

                                                 
12 Greater Christchurch Urban Development Strategy, 2007 at page 39 
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4.3 TRANSPORT OUTCOMES 
 
The Greater Christchurch sub-region has identified the following transport outcomes that it 
wishes to achieve: 
 

 Ensure access to Christchurch is maintained 
 Maintain strategic transport links while maintaining and enhancing the quality of built 

environments 
 Increased use of public transport 
 Increased use of active modes 
 Good quality access to and between townships 
 Support/enable agreed urban growth policies and directions 
 Enhancing movement of people and goods on strategic corridors 
 Minimise adverse impacts on and improve social and urban environments 
 Provide high quality walking environments 
 Efficient management of parking 
 Appropriate provision for business servicing 

 

4.4 TRANSPORT PACKAGES 
 
Eight transport packages have been developed for the Greater Christchurch sub-region as a 
response to the issues and outcomes outlined above. Figure 5 below illustrates the growth 
drivers and responses for the Northern Canterbury sub-region. 
 

Figure 5: Greater Christchurch Growth Drivers and Responses 
 

 
 
 
The package components have been assessed against the transport outcomes for each 
package area and then the whole package has been assessed against the objectives of the 
NZTS. Further detail on these packages is provided in Appendix 3 and the process for 
prioritisation is set out in Appendix 4. 
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