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Part 4:  Summary of changes recommended by staff to 
Chapter 4 – Water quality 

 
This summary includes all parts of Chapter 4 covered by Officer Report No.27 
Chapter 4 WQL9 – Riparian rules “Matters to be heard” plus other pages throughout 
NRRP Chapters 4-8 where consequential amendments have been recommended in 
Officer Report No.27 WQL9. 
 
Note: because of the additional text arising from recommendations, page numbers 
may no longer match the notified versions of NRRP Chapters 4-8. 
 
 
Parts of chapter showing 
changes 

Page number in 
Notified version 

Page number in this 
summary document 

Policy WQL5 4-47 4-73 
Rule WQL32 4-139 to 4-140 4-209 to 4-213 
Rule WQL33  4-141 to 4-142 4-214 to 4-217 
Rule WQL34 4-143 4-218 
Explanation and principal reasons 
to Rule WQL32 

4-217 to 4-218 4-324 to 4-325 

Explanation and principal reasons 
to Rule WQL33 

4-218 to 4-219 4-325 to 4-326 

Explanation and principal reasons 
to Rule WQL34 

4-219 4-326 to 327 
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 Policy WQL5: Management of riparian margins zones237 

(1) Maintain or improve water quality, the quality of river bed substrate, or  and 
aquatic habitats in a river, or lake, wetland or artificial watercourse by: 

(a) ensuring activities that disturb or deposit soil or clear 238vegetation on in 
the margin riparian zone239 of a river, or lake, or wetland240 are 
undertaken in ways that minimise: 

(i) minimise the discharge of sediment into water; or and 

(ii) do not increase the rate of erosion the risk of induced erosion 241of 
the bed or banks of the water body.  

(b) promoting the retention, maintenance retaining, maintaining242, or 
planting riparian vegetation that effectively: 

(i) minimises the supply of sediment from bank erosion; 

(ii) reduces the concentration of nutrients, sediment and animal faecal 
matter in overland flow from adjacent land; and 

(iii) shades water and controls the excessive growth of macrophytes or 
algae, or limits large fluctuations in the daily water temperature.  

(2) When giving effect to Policy WQL5243(1)(b), the retention, maintenance or 
planting of riparian vegetation should, as far as practicable: 

(a) contribute to the indigenous biodiversity of the area, particularly plant 
communities that are threatened or under-represented;  

(b) provide for a diversity of habitats for indigenous fauna, in particular the 
spawning habitat for indigenous fish species244;  

(c) improve or establish connections between riparian plant communities 
which create corridors for wildlife dispersal;  

(d) not reduce the flood carrying capacity of a river, or cause adverse effects 
on the stability or performance of essential structures;  

(e) avoid the establishment of pest plant and animal species, and implement 
measures to control the spread of pest species; 

(f) not impede existing public access to or along a river or lake;  

(g) not impede existing access for the maintenance of drains to, or give rise 
to any adverse effects on, existing network utility infrastructure;245 and 

(h) take into account the effects of a change from short to tall vegetation on 
the flow regime in a catchment identified in Chapter 5, Appendix WQN4. 
Where there is a conflict between the effects of vegetation on the flow 
regime and the need to retain or plant vegetation for water quality 
purposes, an assessment should be made of the relative costs and 
benefits of using tall vegetation for these purposes.  

                                                      
237 GEN2.14 
238 WQL9.9 
239 GEN2.14 
240 WQL2.182 
241 WQL2.187 
242 WQL2.189 
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Rule WQL32 Vegetation clearance within a riparian zone- permitted activity 773 

Activity Conditions Cross reference 

The use of land for vegetation clearance in a margin riparian 
zone that is outside the bed774 of a river or lake, or boundary of 
a wetland775, within the setback distance for the slope of the 
land where the land has a dominant slope and is776 within the 
setback distances777 specified in Rule Table WQL 32, for 
vegetation clearance778;  
is –  
1. a permitted activity if such use complies with all of the 

conditions of this Rule; 
2. a restricted discretionary activity if such use does not 

comply with any one or more of conditions of this Rule, in 
which case a resource consent under Rule WQL 34 is 
required. 779 

 
For the purposes of this rule: 

1. The vegetation clearance is only undertaken: 
(a) for the repair or maintenance of: 

(i) a network utility operation; public network utilities; 784 
(ii) public roads, tracks, or railway tracks;  
(iii) legally established stream or river crossings;  
(iv) legally established private tracks,  
(v) firebreaks required under the Forest & Rural Fires Act 1977;  
(vi) public reserves established under the Reserves Act 1977 or National Parks Act 1980 Wildlife 

Act 1953;  
(vii) flood control structures or flood control plantations or access to these;  

(b) for the management of farm assets;  
(c) to establish survey lines or install an instrument to monitor water flow and levels;  
(d) for the restoration or enhancement of riparian vegetation to maintain or improve water quality, 

indigenous biodiversity, salmonid habitat, cultural or amenity values.; or 
(e) to comply with the requirements of the Regional Pest Management Strategy, a national pest 

Policy  
WQL4 
WQL5. 
WQL12 
786 

                                                      
773 WQL9.1 
774 GEN2.14 
775 WQL9.10 
776 WQL9.19 
777 WQL7.86 
778 WQL9.58 
779 WQL9.1 
780 WQL9.14 
781 WQL9.9 
782 WQL9.32 
783 WQL9.10 
784 GEN2.13 
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1. a river means a permanently or intermittently flowing river, but 
not an ephemeral watercourse. ;780 
1.  vegetation clearance means the removal of live vegetation 

in a way that exposes bare ground. It does not include:  
(i)  mowing or pruning of vegetation where no bare ground 

is exposed; or781 
(ii)  the grazing or disturbance of vegetation by livestock.782 

2. a wetland includes: 
(a)  any wetland listed in Schedule WTL1: Moderate or higher 

significance wetlands; and 
(b)  any wetland that has not been assessed in accordance 

with Appendix WTL1.783 

management strategy, or the Biosecurity Act 1993.785 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
785 WQL9.29 
786 WQL9.1 
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2. Except for those activities identified in Conditions 1(d) and 1(e), tThe787 total area of vegetation 
clearance within the setback distance shall at any time be; 
(a)  less than 100 square metres in any kilometre length of the margin riparian zone788 of a river, or a 

lake or wetland789 boundary; or 
(b)  for any individual property with less than a kilometre of river, or lake or wetland790 boundary, no 

more than 1 square metre per 10 metres of river, or lake or wetland791  boundary. 
 in any consecutive six month period.792 

3. No vegetation, slash or plant debris with a diameter greater than 75 millimetres, or longer than two 
metres shall be: 
(a) deposited into the bed of a river, or lake, or into a wetland; or 
(b) placed on land in a position where it is likely to enter a river, or lake or wetland793. 794 

 Where rule applies 
This rule does not apply to all areas/ situations in the Canterbury 

4. All practicable measures shall be taken to avoid vegetation, slash or plant debris, with a diameter less 
than 75 millimetres or length less than two metres, soil or any other debris associated with the activity 
being:  

                                                      
787 WQL9.29 
788 GEN2.14 
789 WQL9.10 
790 WQL9.10 
791 WQL9.10 
792 WQL9.9, WQL9.24 
793 WQL9.10 
794 WQL9.38, WQL9.40 
795 WQL7.86 
796 WQL9.10 
797 WQL9.20 
798 WQL9.10 
799 WQL9.38, WQL9.40 
800 WQL9.29 
801 WQL9.5, WQL9.10 
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region – see Table WQL 7: Index of rules 
 

 
795 
796 
797 

(a)   deposited in the bed of a river or lake, or into a wetland; or798 
(b) placed on land in a position where it is likely to enter a river, lake or wetland.799 

5. Except for those activities identified in Condition 1, tThe800 vegetation clearance shall not take place on 
land above an elevation of 900 metres above sea level. 

6. The vegetation clearance is undertaken for the maintenance or removal harvesting of trees planted in a 
production forest that was established at the date of notification of this rule801 provided: 
(a) trees are felled away from: 

(i)  any permanently flowing river; or 
(ii)  any river with an average bed width greater than two metres in the area where the clearance 

is occurring, or  
(iii) a lake or wetland802; and  

(b) no logs or trees shall be dragged through or across the bed of a lake or a permanently flowing 
river; and 

(c) Environment Canterbury shall be notified in writing of the location and timing of the harvesting, at 
least five working days prior to the commencement of the harvesting,.803 

7. There shall be no vegetation clearance for the maintenance or harvesting of trees planted in a 
production forest after the date of notification of this rule. 804 

8. Except on land covered by the Land and Vegetation Management Regional Plan Part IV the use of 
burning for vegetation clearance shall meet the following conditions: 
(a) The land to be burnt shall not have been burnt in the previous ten years; and  
(b) Burning of vegetation shall only occur between 1 July and 31 October; and  
(c) The vegetation cover of the burnt area shall be re-established within 3 months of burning.805 

X.  Any vegetation clearance that results in the disturbance of the topsoil must meet the requirements for a 
permitted activity under Rule WQL33.806 

Information to be provided 
An application for a resource consent under this rule must meet 
the information requirements set out in Section 1.3.4 and 
Section 4.7. 807 

Y.  Any areas of bare ground exposed as a result of the activity shall: 
(a)  be replanted as soon as practical and no later than 3 months after the vegetation is cleared; and 
(b)  have at least 80% ground cover re-established before any further clearance can be undertaken 

in accordance with Condition 2. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
802 WQL9.10 
803 WQL9.5, WQL9.10, WQL9.43, WQL9.47 
804 WQL9.5, WQL9.10, WQL9.48, WQL9.49 
805 GEN2.154 
806 WQL9.24 
807 WQL9.1 

Rule Table WQL 32 : Riparian Zone Setback 
distances for vegetation clearance activities 

Dominant land 
sSlope (degrees) 

(degrees) 
of the land within 
50 metres of the 

edge of the water 
body and within 

which the 
activity will 

occur. 

Setback 
distance 
from the 
edge of a 

river 
(metres) 

Setback 
distance 
from the 
edge of a 

lake or 
boundary 

of a 
wetland 
(metres) 

0 to 3 7 1 5 10 

4 to 8  3  15 

9 8 to 20  10 20 

Greater than 20 20  50  
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Z.  No vegetation clearance shall occur within one metre of the edge of a river within a significant 
spawning reach for salmon listed in Schedule WQN14.808 

Restriction of Discretion809 

Notification and service 
In accordance with section 94D(2) Resource Management Act 
1991, an application for resource consent for a restricted 
discretionary activity required by this rule does not need to be 
notified, and in accordance with section 94D(3) of that Act, 
notice of such an application does not need to be served on 
those persons identified under section 94(1) of that Act. 811 

 
Where the activity is classified as a restricted discretionary activity, Environment Canterbury has restricted its discretion to the 
following matters: 
1. The area, timing and location of the activity. 
2. Measures to avoid, remedy or mitigate any adverse effects of the activity, including ongoing adverse effects on the water 

body following the completion of the activity, on: 
(a) the water quality of the receiving water body, including sedimentation of the bed; and  
(b) aquatic ecosystems, salmonid spawning areas, archaeological or historic sites, or Ngāi Tahu values; and 
(c) sources of drinking water  

3. Remediation and maintenance of the site after the activity has ceased. 
4. The requirement for financial contributions, or bonds. 
5. Review of resource consent conditions. 
6. The duration of the land use consent.  
7. The frequency and reasons to review consent conditions. 810 

Cross reference: This rule contributes to the implementation of Policies WQL4, WQL5 and WQL12. 812 

 
For information only 

Any vegetation clearance activity may also need to meet the requirements of rules under the relevant District Plan or City Plan.813 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
808 WQL9.21 
809 WQL9.1 
810 WQL9.1 
811 WQL9.1 
812 WQL9.1 
813 WQL9.10, WQL9.35 
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Rule WQL33 Disturbance or deposition of soil Earthworks and cultivation814 within a riparian zone - permitted activity 815 

Activity Conditions Cross 
reference 

The use of land for earthworks and cultivation activities in a margin the 
riparian zone that is outside the bed816of a river or lake, or boundary of a 
wetland817, within the setback distance for the slope of the land where the 
land has a dominant slope and is818 within the setback distances 
819specified in Rule Table WQL 33 and such use results in the 
disturbance or deposition of soil820; 
 
is - 
1. a permitted activity if such use complies with all of the conditions of 

this Rule; 
2. a restricted discretionary activity if such use does not comply with 

any one or more of conditions of this Rule, in which case a resource 
consent under Rule WQL 34 is required; 821  

1. All practicable measures shall be taken to avoid soil being deposited into the bed of a river, or 
a lake, or into a wetland, or placed in a position where it is likely to enter a river, or lake or 
wetland822.  

2. Any discharge of soil to the water in a river, or a lake or wetland 823resulting from the use of 
the activitiy land shall not result in: shall comply with the conditions for Rule WQL1 as a 
permitted activity 
(a) a conspicuous change to the colour or clarity of the receiving water for more than 60 

consecutive minutes in any 24 hour period  compared with the colour or clarity of the 
river  immediately upstream of the activity, or the natural colour or clarity of the lake or 
wetland in the area of the activity; or  

(b) the embeddedness of the river or lake bed substrate increasing by more than ten 
percent. 824 

Policies 
WQL 4 
WQL 5 
WQL12825 

For the purposes of this rule:, a river means a permanently or 
intermittently flowing river, but not an ephemeral watercourse.826 

3. All excavations, batters, side-castings or other areas of soil disturbance or deposition 
resulting from  the activity shall:  

 

                                                      
814 WQL9.58 
815 WQL9.1 
816 GEN2.14 
817 WQL9.10 
818 WQL9.19 
819 WQL7.86 
820 WQL9.58 
821 WQL9.1 
822 WQL9.10 
823 WQL9.10 
824 WQL9.58 
825 WQL9.1 
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1. a wetland includes: 
(a)  any wetland listed in Schedule WTL1: Moderate or higher 

significance wetlands; and 
(b)  any wetland that has not been assessed in accordance with 

Appendix WTL1. 827 
2. earthworks do not include the disturbance of soil by livestock.828 
 
 
 

(a)  be stabilised to prevent slumping, or and protected from soil erosion by revegetation or 
other methods as soon as practicable. These protection or stabilisation works shall 
commence and no later than within  two three months of the activity ceasing soil being 
disturbed; and be completed with one month after commencing; and 

(b) have at least 80% ground cover re-established before any further soil disturbance can 
be undertaken in accordance with Condition 7 or 8.833 

4. Stormwater run-off controls, water table cut-offs, sediment traps and culverts are to be 
installed and maintained on tracks and roads to minimise erosion of the land surface and 
surface run-off. 

5. Any trenches excavated shall be back-filled and compacted within three days of being 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
826 WQL9.14 
827 WQL9.10 
828 WQL9.58 
829 WQL9.56, WQL9.63 
830 WQL9.10 
831 WQL7.86 
832 WQL9.1 
833 WQL9.24, WQL9.72 
834 WQL9.80 
835 WQL9.10 
836 WQL9.9 
837 GEN2.14 
838 WQL9.10 
839 WQL9.10 
840 WQL9.9 
841 GEN2.14 
842 WQL9.10 
843 WQL9.9 
844 WQL9.61, WQL9.88 
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829 
830 
831 
 

Where rule applies 
This rule does not apply to all areas/ situations in the Canterbury region – 
see Table WQL 7: Index of rules 

Information to be provided 
An application for a resource consent under this rule must meet the 
information requirements set out in Section 1.3.4 and Section 4.7. 832 

excavated. 
6. Cultivation shall be undertaken on across834 the contour of the land and a permanent 

vegetation cover shall be maintained between the cultivation activity and the edge of the river 
or lake or boundary of a wetland835. 

7. The extent of soil disturbance or the volume of soil excavated or deposited when the activity 
is located: 
(a) within three kilometres upstream on a river, or within one kilometre on a lake, from an 

intake for a community drinking water supply listed in Schedule WQL2; or 
(b) Zone BP shown on the Map Volume Part 1- Planning Maps; and  
shall not at any time 836exceed: 
(i)   an area of 200 square metres, or a volume of 20 cubic metres in any continuous 

kilometre length of the margin riparian zone837 of a river, or lake or wetland838 
boundary in a consecutive six month period; or 

(ii) for properties with less than a kilometre of river, or lake or wetland839 boundary, an 
area of 2 square metres per 10m of boundary or a volume of 0.2 cubic metres per 10m 
of boundary. 840 

8. The extent of soil disturbance or the volume of soil excavated or deposited, where the activity 
is located outside of Zone BP shown on the Map Volume Part 1- Planning Maps, shall not at 
any time exceed: 
(a) an area of 500 square metres;, or (b) a volume of 40 cubic metres;in any continuous 

kilometre length of the margin riparian zone841 of the river, or lake or wetland842 
boundary in a consecutive six month period.; or  

(b) for properties with less than a kilometre of river or lake boundary, an area of 5 square 
meters per 10m of boundary or a volume of 0.4 cubic metres per 10m of boundary.843 

9. The activity shall not occur within the following areas: 
(a) a significant spawning reach for salmon listed in Schedule WQN14; or 
(b) a site registered on the Environment Canterbury Listed Use Land Register.844 

Restriction of Discretion Notification and service 
In accordance with section 94D(2) Resource Management Act 1991, an 
application for resource consent for a restricted discretionary activity 
required by this rule does not need to be notified, and in accordance with 
section 94D(3) of that Act, notice of such an application does not need to 
be served on those persons identified under section 94(1) of that Act. 845 

Where the activity is classified as a restricted discretionary activity, Environment Canterbury has restricted its 
discretion to the following matters: 
1. The area, timing and location of the activity. 
2. Measures to avoid, remedy or mitigate any adverse effects of the activity, including ongoing adverse effects on 

the water body following the completion of the activity, on: 
(a) the water quality of the receiving water body, including sedimentation of the bed; and  

                                                      
845 WQL9.1 

Rule Table WQL 33 : Riparian Zone Setback distances 
for earthworks and cultivation activities 

Dominant land 
sSlope 

(degrees) 
(degrees) 

of the land 
within 50 

metres of the 
edge of the 

water body and 
within which 

the activity will 
occur 

Setback 
distance 
from the 
edge of a 

river 
(metres) 

Setback 
distance 
from the 
edge of a 

lake or 
boundary 

of a 
wetland 
(metres) 

0 to 3 7 1 5 10 

4 to 8  3  15 

9 8 to 20  10 20 

Greater than 20  20  50 
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(b) aquatic ecosystems, salmonid spawning areas, archaeological or historic sites, or Ngāi Tahu values; and 
(c) sources of drinking water  

3. Remediation and maintenance of the site after the activity has ceased. 
4. The requirement for financial contributions, or bonds. 
5. Review of resource consent conditions. 
6. The duration of the land use consent. 
7.  The frequency and reasons to review consent conditions. 846 

Cross reference: This rule contributes to the implementation of Policies WQL4, WQL5 and WQL12. 847 

 

For information only 
1. This rule does not authorise the disturbance of any archaeological site registered with the New Zealand Archaeological Association, or a site registered with the New Zealand Historic Places Trust. 
Persons carrying out any activities permitted under this rule must also comply with the requirements of the Historic Places Act 1993.848 
 
2. Any soil disturbance activity may also need to meet the requirements of rules under the relevant District Plan or City Plan.849 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
846 WQL9.1 
847 WQL9.1 
848 WQL9.87, WQL9.91 
849 WQL9.57 
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Rule WQL34 Vegetation clearance or soil disturbance activities in a riparian zone that do not comply with Regional Rules WQL 32 or 
WQL 33- restricted discretionary activity 850 

Activity Conditions  Restriction of Discretion Cross 
reference 

The following uses of land are restricted discretionary 
activities, and require a resource consent: 
1. The use of land on in the margin riparian zone outside the 

bed851 of a river or lake where such land has a dominant 
slope and is within the setback distances specified in: 
(a)  Rule Table WQL32 for vegetation clearance in a way 

that does not comply with any one of the conditions of 
Rule WQL32; or 

(b) Rule Table WQL33 for the disturbance or deposition of 
soil on the land in a way that does not comply with any 
one of the conditions of Rule WQL 33. 

Where rule applies 
This rule does not apply to all areas/ situations in the Canterbury 
region – see Table WQL 7: Index of rules 
 

Information to be provided 
An application for a resource consent under this rule must meet 
the information requirements set out in Section 1.3.4 and 
Section 4.7. 852 

 Environment Canterbury has restricted its discretion to 
the following matters: 
1. The area, timing and location of the activity. 
2. Measures to avoid, remedy or mitigate any 

adverse effects of the activity, including ongoing 
adverse effects on the water body following the 
completion of the activity, on: 
(a) the water quality of the receiving water body, 

including sedimentation of the bed; and  
(b) aquatic ecosystems, salmonid spawning 

areas, archaeological or historic sites, or 
Ngāi Tahu values; and 

(c) sources of drinking water  
3. Remediation and maintenance of the site after the 

activity has ceased. 
4. The requirement for financial contributions, or 

bonds. 
5. Review of resource consent conditions. 
6. The duration of the land use consent.  
7. The frequency and reasons to review consent 

conditions. 
Notification and service 
In accordance with section 94D(2) RMA 1991, an 
application for resource consent required by this rule 
does not need to be notified, and in accordance with 
Section 94(3) RMA 1991, notice of such an application 
does not need to be served on those persons 
identified under Section 94(1) of that Act. 

Policy  
WQL4 
WQL 5 
WQL12 
853 

                                                      
850 WQL9.1 
851 GEN2.14 
852 WQL9.1 
853 WQL9.1 
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Rule WQL31  Discharge of a liquid containing contaminants1050 onto or into land 
from an industrial or trade process, excluding a sewage treatment 
process  

There are numerous premises in Canterbury used for industrial or trade purposes which 
discharge relatively small volumes of processing waste and wash down water onto or into 
land. These discharges generally contain only low concentrations of degradable 
contaminants which are attenuated in the soil, without significant adverse effects on the 
environment. Under s. 15(1)(d) of the RMA, these discharges would require a resource 
consent.  

This rule permits these small scale discharges, provided the volume discharged is less than 
10 cubic metres per day and the discharge is undertaken by either spray or subsurface 
trickle irrigation at application rates of 10 or 5 millilitres per day, respectively (Conditions 1 
and 3). These application rates will ensure that the effluent is absorbed and broken down in 
the soil. The discharges must not contain contaminants which will persist or accumulate in 
soil as these may pose a risk to future use of the land (Condition 2). Such discharges are not 
a permitted activity in areas; where there is only shallow soil above groundwater is close to 
the ground surface in unconfined or semi-confined aquifers, because the lack of absorption 
capacity in these soils increases the risk of leachate entering groundwater.;  Discharges will 
also require consent if they are close to bores; or 1051in a Community Drinking Water Supply 
Protection Zone, Christchurch Groundwater Protection Zone 1, Sub-Zone 1A, Sub-Zone 1B, 
Sub-Zone 1C or Sub-Zone 1D, 1052 because of the risk to groundwater quality or public 
health (Condition 6). Maintaining records of the type of contaminants in the discharge and 
the volume, frequency and location of the discharge will enable the activity to be monitored 
to ensure compliance with the rule (Condition 7). 

Rule WQL32  Vegetation clearance within a riparian zone 

The presence of vegetation in the riparian margin zone i.e. along the edge of rivers and 
lakes,1053 can have significant benefits for the water quality and ecosystems of these water 
bodies. This vegetation can prevent contaminants entering the water, stabilise banks 
preventing erosion, and sediments entering water, provide shade regulating changes in 
water temperature, and provide habitats for some aquatic organisms during parts of their 
lifecycle. The width of vegetation needed to provide these benefits increases as the slope of 
the land in the riparian margin zone1054 increases. The riparian zone is a sensitive area, 
consequently the removal of the vegetation in the riparian margin of a water body 1055can 
have adverse effects on water quality and ecosystems. The extent of the set-back distance 
from the edge of the water body in which this rule has effect increases as the slope of the 
land steepens, because an increasing width of riparian zone is needed to maintain or protect  
water quality  and aquatic ecosystems in steeper areas.   

This rule establishes a threshold for vegetation clearance activities in this the riparian1056 
zone that are likely to adversely impact on water quality. These thresholds apply to the scale 
of the activity and the practices used to undertake the activity to minimise the risk of erosion 
or sediment generation.  Vegetation removal is necessary for specific purposes or for routine 
maintenance and will result in only minor effects as the area affected is limited (Condition 1 

                                                      
1050 WQL7.76 
1051 WQL7.81 
1052 Text added per Variation 6 
1053 GEN2.14 
1054 GEN2.14 
1055 GEN2.14 
1056 GEN2.14 
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(a) to (c)). The clearance of vegetation can be beneficial if it is to remove of pest plant 
vegetation, or for restoration or enhancement of riparian vegetation when new plantings are  
carried out (Condition 1 (d) and (e)). 1057 

Vegetation debris from clearing operations can potentially reduce river channel capacities 
and cause flooding or erosion, as well as affecting ecosystems. Whenever vegetation is 
cleared from land near a river, or lake or wetland the operation should be undertaken in a 
way that ensures that branches and other pieces of vegetation that falls into water are 
retrieved, and this material is not left lying in a position where a flood or surface runoff is 
likely to wash it into the river or lake water body1058(Conditions 3 and 4). 

Riparian vegetation in high country areas can be critical to ecosystem health and these 
streams may be very sensitive to the consequences of the vegetation being cleared. 
Therefore, apart from situations where it is being removed or the specific purposes identified 
in Condition 1,1059 the clearance of riparian vegetation in high country areas is a restricted 
discretionary activity for which a resource consent is required under Rule WQL34 (Condition 
5). 

If the vegetation clearance is occurring in a production forest that was established at the time 
that this rule is notified the clearance within the riparian zone is a permitted activity so long 
as the trees are not felled into a permanent river with a bed wider than 2 metres or a lake, 
and logs or trees are not dragged through a river or lake (Condition 6). It is now accepted 
practice that planting of production forest should leave a buffer zone adjacent to a river or 
lake, therefore vegetation clearance or harvesting of trees planted the date this rule has 
been notified will not be a permitted activity (Condition 7).1060   

Where activities in the set-back distances of riparian margins defined in the rule do not 
comply with the any of the conditions of the rule, the activity will require a resource consent. 
The plan has restricted the discretion of Environment Canterbury, when considering an 
application for this consent and imposing conditions on any consent granted, to matters 
including the effects on water quality and aquatic ecosystems, the scale of the activity and 
remediation measures.1061 

Burning of vegetation in the hill and high country is controlled through the Land and 
Vegetation Management Regional Plan Part IV and not by the NRRP Chapters 4-8.  
However the control of burning on land that is not in the hill and high country will be covered 
by Rule WQL32.1062 

Rule WQL33  Disturbance or deposition of soil within a riparian zone  

The disturbance of soil in the riparian margin zone by, for example, excavation or cultivation 
or the placing of soil in the margin riparian zone1063 can result in soil being deposited, 
washed or blown into the adjoining water body, unless adequate precautions are taken to 
prevent this occurring. The risk of soil entering the water body as a result of overland flow of 
stormwater run-off increases on sloping land, as soil infiltration rates are lower and the 
propensity for run-off greater. Therefore the rule has effect on land over an increasing 
distance from the edge of the water body as the land slope increases. The conditions of the 
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rule seek to minimise the potential for sediment to enter rivers, or lakes or wetlands1064 from 
soil disturbance activities which occur close to the edge of these water bodies (Condition 1). 
Nevertheless, some soil is likely to enter water where excavation or cultivation occurs in the 
riparian margin zone1065, or where rainfall run-off flows through the riparian zone, or wind 
blows soil into the water. The effects on the environment of this will be minor provided the 
extent of the effects of soil entering the water body is limited to a noticeable reduction in 
water clarity or colour, occurring for a limited period of more than a total of one hour in any 
day, or any noticeable change to the amount of sediment on the bed of the river or lake or in 
the wetland1066(Condition 2).   

Earthworks, including trenches or excavations associated with the formation of tracks and 
culverts, need to be stabilised and re-vegetated as soon as possible after soil is exposed, to 
prevent rainfall or snow run-off eroding soils and washing sediment in the water body 
(Conditions 3, 4 and 5). 

Where cultivation of land occurs in the riparian zone, this is to be undertaken in ways that 
minimise the risk of soil entering water in the adjacent water body. Cultivating across on the 
contour produces furrows at right angles to the natural overland flow path that1067 will reduce 
the propensity for the disturbed soil to be washed off the land surface, and ensuring that 
there is some vegetation between the cultivated land and the edge of the water body will 
assist to trap sediment before it is washed into the water body (Condition 6). 

Conditions 7 and 8 establish thresholds for the soil disturbance or deposition which can be 
undertaken without resource consent. This limit is lower for certain areas; such as  Banks 
Peninsula because the loess soils are especially susceptible to erosion if disturbed, or in 
community surface water supply protection zones where the water quality is particularly 
sensitive to significant increases in sediment in the water (Condition 7). Some specific areas 
or sites, such as the reaches used by salmon for spawning, are particularly too susceptible 
to the effects of sediment from soil disturbance and it is not appropriate to allow this to occur 
as a permitted activity in these areas. These areas include areas used by salmon for 
spawning, or contaminated land where disturbance may cause contaminants to be exposed 
or mobilised 1068(Condition 9). 

Where activities in the set-back distances of riparian margins defined in the rule do not 
comply with the any of the conditions of the rule, the activity will require a resource consent. 
The plan has restricted the discretion of Environment Canterbury, when considering an 
application for this consent and imposing conditions on any consent granted, to matters 
including the effects on water quality and aquatic ecosystems, the scale of the activity and 
remediation measures. 1069 

Rule WQL34  Vegetation clearance or soil disturbance  within a riparian zone that 
does  not comply with Regional Rules WQL32 or WQL33. 

Where activities in the set-back distances of riparian margins zones1070 defined in the two 
rules above do not comply with the any of the conditions of the rules, the activity will require 
a resource consent. The plan has restricted the discretion of Environment Canterbury, when 
considering an application for this consent and imposing conditions on any consent granted, 
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to matters including the effects on water quality and aquatic ecosystems, the scale of the 
activity and remediation measures. 1071 

Rule WQL35  Construction and use of a bore, excluding a groundwater bore or a 
hydrocarbon bore  

Bores are constructed for a wide range of purposes, other than for access to groundwater or 
for hydrocarbon exploration or production. These include bores constructed for uses such as 
geotechnical investigations or shallow bores for mineral exploration. The risk to water quality 
from these bores is much reduced, as often they will not intercept significant groundwater 
resources. However, any bore has the potential to allow contaminants that may affect water 
quality, to enter the ground, or to move between aquifers or within an aquifer. By taking 
simple precautions with the construction and the operation of these bores or wells the risk of 
contamination of water occurring can be minimised. Such precautions include not locating 
the bore near existing hazardous substance storage facilities, or in proximity to a 
neighbouring property to ensure that activities that are already established over the 
boundary are not encroached upon by the construction of a new bore.1072 Information about 
the location, depth and construction of these bores is required by Environment Canterbury to 
ensure that the conditions of the rule are complied with. 

Rule WQL36 Use and maintenance of a groundwater bore or water infiltration gallery 

The purpose of this rule is to ensure that a bore or gallery accessing groundwater is be 
maintained over its life so that it does not provide a conduit for contaminants at or near the 
land surface to enter into the groundwater. When an application is made for a resource 
consent to take water, the applicant will be required to demonstrate that the bore meets the 
conditions of this rule ( Condition 12)    

The conditions in the rule are set to ensure that a bore or a gallery that existed at the date of 
notification of the rule meets certain minimum standards of construction at all times. 
Backflow of contaminants down a bore can be prevented by ensuring that a prevention 
device is in place (Condition 8). Groundwater monitoring of both quality and level is 
undertaken in many cases by using existing groundwater bores, and therefore provision 
needs to be made to allow these measurements to be carried out (Conditions 9 and 10). The 
rule requires all groundwater bores existing at the date of notification and located within a 
Community Drinking Water Supply Protection Zone or within the Christchurch Groundwater 
Recharge Zone Christchurch Groundwater Protection Zones 1, 2 and 3, and Sub-Zones 1A, 
1B, 1C and 1D1073 or on a site where a hazardous activity listed in Schedule WQL3 is 
occurring, to have well-head protection measures in place and a backflow prevention device 
to prevent water or contaminants flowing back down the bore installed within three years of 
the rule becoming operative, or when an application for a water permit to take water from the 
bore is made to Environment Canterbury, whichever is sooner (Condition 11). Because of 
the vulnerability of groundwater to contamination in these source areas for community 
drinking water supplies and the higher risk from hazardous substances associated with 
certain activities, these are priority areas for ensuring that bores do not create a pathway for 
contaminants to enter groundwater. In all other areas bores or galleries will have to 
demonstrate that they are secure against contaminant entry whenever a water permit to take 
water from the bore or gallery is made. 

Rule WQL37 Decommissioning of a bore or a water infiltration gallery 

The state of a bore or a water supply infiltration gallery that is no longer required for use may 
deteriorate, and as a result become a pathway for contaminants to enter groundwater or 
allow groundwater of differing quality to move between aquifers. Bores or galleries that are 
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