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Rule WQN8 WQN6 Taking or diverting of water from within an A or B845 allocation block of a surface water body or an artificial water course 
provided for in Schedule WQN2 – restricted discretionary activity846 

Activity Conditions Restriction of 
discretion 

Cross ref. 

1. The taking or diverting of water from a surface water body or 
an artificial water course for which an “ A ” allocation block is 
not set in Schedule WQN1 provided for in Schedule WQN2, 
that: 
(a) is not addressed  permitted by Rules WQN1, WQN2, 

WQN4 or WQN5 WQN7 and is not authorised by a 
resource consent under Rule WQN3 or Rule WQN9 
that: 
(i) in combination with all other takes that are to be 

counted as part of the A allocation block, including 
those takes that have a low, moderate, or high or 
direct 847stream depletion effect determined in 
accordance with Schedule WQN7, is: 
(1)  within the A allocation block limit provided for 

in Schedule WQN2; or 
(2) in excess of the A allocation block limit 

provided in Schedule WQN2, but is an existing 
take that was lawfully established prior to 1 
January 2002 that has not expired for more 
than six months; 

is a restricted848 discretionary activity provided the activity 
complies with all the conditions in this rule. 

1. The take, in combination with all takes that are to be counted as part of the A allocation 
block, including those takes that have a low, moderate or high stream depletion effect 
determined in accordance with Schedule WQN7, is: 
(a)  within the A allocation block limit provided for in Schedule WQN2; or 
(b) in excess of the A allocation block limit provided in Schedule WQN2, but is an 

existing take that was lawfully established prior to 1 January 2002 that has not 
expired for more than six months. 

2.  The take, in combination with all other takes that are to be counted as part of the B 
allocation block, including those takes that have a moderate, high or direct stream 
depletion effect determined in accordance with Schedule WQN7, is within the B 
allocation block limit provided for in Schedule WQN2849 

3. 1. The take shall not be from a natural state high naturalness850 water body that is 
listed in Schedule WQN5. 

4.  2. Fish shall be prevented from entering the water intake as set out in Schedule 
WQN12. 851 

5. 3. Monitoring of the water take shall be carried out as set out in Schedule WQN13. 
852 

[moved below] Policies 
WQN1, 
WQN2, 
WQN3, 
WQN4, 
WQN5, 
WQN8, 
WQN14, 
WQN16, 
WQN17 
and 
WQN19. 
853 

X.   The taking or diverting of water from a surface water body or 
an artificial water course for which a B allocation block is Restriction of859 discretion860 

                                                      
845 WQN10.64 
846 WQN11.1 
847 WQN3.14, WQN3.86 
848 WQN11.119, WQN11.167 
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provided for in Schedule WQN2 that is not addressed by 
Rules WQN1, WQN2, WQN4 or WQN5 WQN7 and that: 854 
i. in combination with all other takes that are to be counted 

as part of the B allocation block, including those takes 
that have a moderate, high or direct stream depletion 
effect determined in accordance with Schedule WQN7, is 
within the B allocation block limit provided for in Schedule 
WQN2855 

is a discretionary activity provided the activity complies with all 
the conditions in this rule.856 

2. An activity described in 1 and X above is: 857 

a non-complying activity Wwhere any one or more of conditions 
1 to 5 is not complied with, the activity is a non-complying 
activity under Rule WQN11.  
3. Where either condition 2 or 3 is not complied with, the activity 

is a non-complying activity under Rule WQN10. 858 

Where an activity is classified as a restricted discretionary activity, the discretion of Environment Canterbury has restricted 
its discretion to the following matters is unlimited but shall include the following matters:861 

1. The abstraction rate (and its reasonableness given the intended use of this water). 
2. The impact of the take or diversion, in conjunction with other permits, on river flows and the reliability of supply of existing 

users. 

x.  The need for the take or diversion to reduce or cease at or below a specified minimum flow.862 

3. The method for preventing fish from entering the water intake (refer to Schedule WQN12B and WQN12C863). 

4. The location of the take or diversion, the effect on the immediate vicinity and the need for and provision of any additional 
restriction to prevent the flow from reducing to zero in this vicinity.    

5. The effect on any wetland. 
6. The effect on values of significance to Ngāi Tahu. 

x.  The effect on amenity values.864 

xx.  Water management strategies that may apply at times of water restriction.865 

7. Location and method of water-measuring and recording device(s) to be used. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
849 WQN11.1 
850 WQN9.4 
851 WQN12.9 
852 WQN11.1 
853 WQN11.1 
854 WQN11.1 
855 WQN11.1 
856 WQN10.64 
857 WQN11.1 
858 WQN11.1 
859 WQN11.119 
860 WQN11.1 
861 WQN11.119 
862 WQN11.119, WQN11.127, WQN11.135 
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Resource consent information requirements  
Any application for resource consent under this rule must meet the 
information requirements set out in 5.7.2 and 5.7.3.1. 

Notification and service 
In accordance with section.94D(2) Resource Management Act 
1991, an application for resource consent for a restricted 
discretionary activity required by this rule does not need to be 
notified, and in accordance with section.94D(3) of that Act RMA 
1991, notice of such an application does not need to be served on 
those persons identified under section.94(1) of that Act. 868 869 

Where rule applies 
This rule does not apply to all areas/situations in the Canterbury 
Region – see Table WQN2 Index of rules 
This rule applies everywhere in the Canterbury Region except 
where the activities are covered by rules in the following regional 
plans:  

(a)  Opihi River Regional Plan 

(b)  Waimakariri River Regional Plan;870 

(c) Waitaki Catchment Water Allocation Regional 
Plan871 

8. Consent holders’ responsibility for monitoring including the provision of information to Environment Canterbury at specified 
times. 

9. The need for and provision of backflow prevention. 
10. Review of conditions of consent and the timing and purpose of the review. 

11. Financial contributions or bonds866 as specified in Part 5.10 of this Chapter. 867 

Cross reference: This rule contributes to the implementation of Policies WQN1, WQN2, WQN3, WQN4, WQN5, WQN8, WQN14, WQN16, WQN17 and WQN19. 872 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
863 WQN12.9 
864 WQN11.133 
865 WQN11.320 
866 GEN3.12 
867 WQN11.1 
868 WQN11.1 
869 WQN11.119 
870 WQN11.21 
871 WQN11.22, WQN11.35 
872 WQN11.1 
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For information only:  

Condition 4 is considered to be met if fish are not present in the water body from which water is taken or diverted and are prevented from entering it.873 

                                                      
873 WQN11.129 
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Rule WQN9 WQN7 Taking or diverting of water from a surface water body or an artificial water course not affecting allocation limits – discretionary 
activity874 

Activity Conditions Discretion Cross ref. 

1. The take or diversion878 shall not be from a natural state high naturalness879 
water body that is listed in Schedule WQN5. 

 

[moved below] Policies 
WQN1,  
WQN2, 
WQN3, 
WQN4, 
WQN14, 
WQN16, 
WQN17, 
WQN18, 
WQN19 
and 
WQN21. 
880 

Discretion881 

1. The taking or diverting of water from a surface water body or an 
artificial water course for which an A, B or subsequent allocation 
limit is set in Schedule WQN1 or can be derived from Schedule 
WQN2, or that is subject to a Water Conservation Order,875 that: 

(a) (i) will have no effect on the allocation regime; and 
(b) (ii) that is not addressed permitted by rules WQN1, WQN3, 
WQN2, WQN4, or WQN5, WQN6 or WTL1; or  
(c) that is not authorised by a resource consent under rules 

WQN3, WQN6, WQN7 or WQN8; 
is - 
(a) a discretionary activity provided the activity complies with the 

conditions 1 in this rule;. 
(x)  a discretionary activity where condition 1 is not complied with 

and the activity has been lawfully established; 
2. (b)a non-complying activity Wwhere condition 1 is not complied 

with and the activity is not lawfully established876, the activity is a 
non-complying activity under Rule WQN11. 877 

Where an activity is classified as a discretionary activity, the discretion of Environment Canterbury is unlimited but shall 

                                                      
874 WQN11.1 
875 WQN11.21 
876 WQN11.453 
877 WQN11.1 
878 WQN11.434 
879 WQN9.4 
880 WQN11.1 
881 WQN11.1 
882 WQN11.320 
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Resource consent information requirements  
Any application for resource consent under this rule must meet the 
information requirements set out in 5.7.2 and 5.7.3.1. 

include the following matters: 
1. Measures that will ensure avoidance of effects on the allocation regime. 
2. The abstraction rate (and its reasonableness given the intended use of this water). 
3. The impact of the take or diversion, in conjunction with other permits, on river flows and the reliability of supply of 

existing users. 

x.  Water management strategies that may apply at times of water restriction.882 

Where rule applies 
This rule does not apply to all areas/situations in the Canterbury 
Region – see Table WQN2 Index of rules 
This rule applies everywhere in the Canterbury Region except where 
the activities are covered by rules in the following regional plans:  

(a)  Opihi River Regional Plan 

(b)  Waimakariri River Regional Plan883 

(c) Waitaki Catchment Water Allocation Regional Plan884 

4. The method for preventing fish from entering the water intake (refer to Schedule WQN12B885). 

5. The restrictions that are to apply during periods of low river flow. 
6. The effect on any wetland. 

7. The effect on values of significance to Ngāi Tahu values identified on planning maps. 886 

xx.   The effect on amenity values.887 

8. Location and method of water-measuring and recording device(s) to be used. 
9. Consent holders responsibility for monitoring including the provision of information to Environment Canterbury at 

specified times. 
10. The need for and provision of back flow prevention. 
11. Review of conditions of consent and the timing and purpose of the review. 

12. Financial contributions or bonds888 as specified in Part 5.10 of this Chapter. 

13. Where the take is from a water race, the agreement of and the effect on the organisation responsible for the water 
race and the water that is being conveyed by the race. 889 

Cross reference: This rule contributes to the implementation of Policies WQN1, WQN2, WQN3, WQN4, WQN14, WQN16, WQN17, WQN18, WQN19 and WQN21. 890 

 

                                                      
883 WQN11.21 
884 WQN11.22, WQN11.35 
885 WQN12.9 
886 WQN11.159 
887 WQN11.152 
888 GEN3.12 
889 WQN11.1 
890 WQN11.1 
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Rule WQN19 WQN13 Taking of water from groundwater within an allocation block for a groundwater allocation zone, listed in Schedule WQN3, or 
determined using Schedule WQN4 - restricted discretionary activity987 

Activity Conditions Restriction of 
discretion 

Cross ref. 

1. The taking of water from groundwater that is wholly from a 
groundwater allocation zone for which an allocation block is 
set in Schedule WQN3 or Schedule WQN4 that: 
(a) is not addressed permitted by rules WQN13 WQN9, 
WQN15 WQN10, WQN11 or WQN17 WQN12;, and is not 
authorised by a resource consent under rules WQN14, 
WQN16 and WQN18 that:  

(i) in combination with all other takes that are to be 
counted as part of the allocation block, is: 
(1) within the allocation block limit provided in 

Schedule WQN3 or Schedule WQN4; or 
(2) in excess of the allocation block limit provided 

in Schedule WQN3 or Schedule WQN4, but is 
an existing take that was lawfully established 
prior to 1 January 2002 that has not expired for 
more than six months; 

is -  
(a)  a restricted discretionary activity where the take is from a 

water body with an allocation block set in Schedule WQN3, 
988 and the take does not have a stream depletion effect or 
has a stream depletion effect that is to be included within a 
surface water allocation block set in Schedule WQN1, 
989provided the activity complies with all the conditions in this 
rule;.  

1. The take, in combination with all other takes that are to be counted as part of the 
allocation block, is: 
 (i) within the allocation block limit set in Schedule WQN3 or Schedule WQN4; 

or 
 (ii) in excess of the allocation block limit set in Schedule WQN3 or Schedule 

WQN4, but is an existing take that was lawfully established prior to 1 
January 2001 that has not expired for more than six months. 

2. For takes with a stream depletion effect that is to be managed within a surface water 
allocation block set in Schedule WQN1 or determined using Schedule WQN2, the 
take, in combination with all other surface water takes or groundwater takes with 
stream depletion effects that are to be counted as part of the surface water allocation 
block, is:  
 (i) within the A allocation block limit set in Schedule WQN1 or determined 

using Schedule WQN2; or  
 (ii) in excess of the A allocation block limit set in Schedule WQN1 or 

determined using Schedule WQN2, but is an existing take that was lawfully 
established prior to 1 January, 2002 that has not expired for more than six 
months. 

3. 1. The take shall not have a stream depletion effect that, determined in accordance 
with Schedule WQN7, that 990is to be counted included in a surface water 
allocation block, where the surface water body is a high naturalness water body 
that is listed in Schedule WQN5. 

4. 2. The take from each bore shall only occur from within one aquifer. 
5. 3. The bore(s) from which the groundwater is to be taken shall have been lawfully 

established. 

[moved below] Policies 
WQN8, 
WQN9, 
WQN10, 
WQN11, 
WQN12, 
WQN14, 
WQN16, 
WQN17, 
WQN18, 
WQN19 
and 
WQN20. 
991 

                                                      
987 WQN11.1 
988 WQN11.241 
989 WQN11.264 
990 WQN11.264, WQN11.271 
991 WQN11.1 
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(x)  a discretionary activity where the take is from a water body 
with an allocation block set in Schedule WQN4, in every other 
situation,992 provided the activity complies with all of the 
conditions in this rule;993 

2.  (b) a prohibited activity Wwhere condition 1 is not complied 
with and the take is from a water body with an allocation block 
set in Schedule WQN3 and the taking is not for individual or 
community stockwater supply, group drinking water supply or 
community drinking water supply; 

(x) a non-complying activity where condition 1 is not complied 
with and the take is from a water body with an allocation block 
set in Schedule WQN3 and the taking is for individual or 
community stockwater supply, group drinking water supply or 
community drinking water supply994; the activity is a 
restricted discretionary activity under Rule WQN20 or;  

(c) a non-complying activity where condition 1 is not complied 
with and the take is from a water body with an allocation block 
set in Schedule WQN4 a non-complying activity under rules 
WQN21, WQN22 or WQN23.; 

6. 4. The bore from which the water is taken shall comply be authorised under with 
Rule WQL36 or consent must be obtained under995 Rule WQL38 WQL59996.  

7. 5.   Where a take is from within a groundwater zone listed in Schedule WQN3, the 
take shall be reduced and cease in accordance with Schedule WQN3 during times 
of water restrictions. 

8. Where  the take is deemed  (in accordance with Schedule WQN9) to have a high 
or moderate degree of hydraulic connection to a water body listed in Schedule 
WQN1, the take shall be reduced in accordance with Schedule WQN1 during 
times of water restrictions. 

9. 6. Monitoring of the water take shall be carried out as set out in Schedule WQN13. 
10. 7. The take shall not have an interference effect on any neighbouring bore within two 

kilometres or such greater distance as determined by the application of the best 
available technical information, that,997 together with all other direct cumulative 
interference effects, is in excess of 20% of the available drawdown, determined as 
per Schedule WQN10, except where the take is an existing activity and there is no 
increase in the abstraction rate proposed. Effects will be assessed as if the 
neighbouring bore is adequately penetrating the aquifer.  No regard need be had 
to effects on any neighbouring bore installed six months or more following Policy 
WQN20 becoming operative that does not adequately penetrate the aquifer.998 

  

                                                      
992 WQN11.264 
993 WQN11.241 
994 WQN11.293 
995 WQN11.248 
996 WQN11.189, WQN11.274 
997 WQN2.16 
998 WQN11.251, WQN11.277 



 

 

P
roposed C

anterbury N
atural R

esources R
egional P

lan 

 

 

 
 

P
age 5 - 240 

C
hapter 5 - W

ater Q
uantity 

July  2004  

(d) a prohibited activity where condition 2 is not complied with 
and the take has a stream depletion effect that is to be 
included within the A surface water allocation block set in 
Schedule WQN1 and the taking is not for individual or 
community stockwater supply, group drinking water supply or 
community drinking water supply; 

x) a non-complying activity where condition 2 is not complied 
with and the take has a stream depletion effect that is to be 
included within the A surface water allocation block set in 
Schedule WQN1 and the taking is for individual or community 
stockwater supply, group drinking water supply or community 
drinking water supply; 999 

11. 8. 1000For new takes commencing after 1 January, 2002, from the first confined 
aquifer between the Ashley/Rakahuri and Rakaia rivers within 1.5 kilometres of 
the coastal marine area, no pumping shall be allowed.  This condition does not 
apply to replacement consents or to consents transferred wholly within the 1.5 
kilometre zone, provided there is no increase in rate or volume of take.1001 

  

Restriction of discretion1003/Discretion1004 (e) a non-complying activity where condition 2 is not complied 
with and the take has a stream depletion effect that is to be 
included within the A surface water allocation block 
determined using Schedule WQN2; 

(f) a discretionary activity where condition 2 is not complied with 
and the take has a stream depletion effect that is to be 
included within the B or other allocation block limit set in 
Schedule WQN1 or  the B allocation block limit determined 
using Schedule WQN2; 1002 

Where an activity is classified as a restricted discretionary activity, Environment Canterbury has restricted its discretion to 
the following matters: .Where an activity is classified as a discretionary activity, the discretion of Environment Canterbury is 
unlimited but will include the following matters:1005 

1. The abstraction rate (and its reasonableness given the intended use of this water). 
2. The depth at which water is to be taken.  
3. The stream depletion effect including any effects on wetlands, and on values of significance to Ngāi Tahu and on river 

flows and reliability of supply of existing users1006. 

4. The interference effect on neighbouring bores.  
5. The risk of contamination of groundwater due to abstraction and the extent to which water levels/pressure gradients will 

be affected. 

                                                      
999 WQN11.293 
1000 WQN11.1 
1001 WQN11.252, WQN11.278 
1002 WQN11.1 
1003 WQN11.1 
1004 WQN11.241 
1005 WQN11.241 
1006 WQN11.256, WQN11.282 
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3. (g) a non-complying activity Wwhere any one or more of 
conditions 2 – 8 3 to 11 is are not complied with, the activity is a 
non-complying activity under Rule WQN23. 1007 

Resource consent information requirements  
Any application for resource consent under this rule must meet the 
information requirements set out in 5.7.2 and 5.7.3.2. 

x.  Water management strategies that may apply at times of water restriction.1008 

6. Location and method of water-measuring and recording device(s) to be used. 
7. The need for and provision of backflow prevention and ongoing monitoring. 
8. Consent holders responsibility for monitoring including the provision of information to Environment Canterbury at 

specified times. 
9. Review of conditions of consent and the timing and purpose of the review. 

10. Financial Contributions or bonds1009 as specified in Part 5.10 of this Chapter. 1010 

x.   Consent duration1011 

Notification and service 
In accordance with section.94D(2) Resource Management Act 
1991, an application for resource consent for a restricted 
discretionary activity required by this rule does not need to be 
notified, and in accordance with s.94D(3) of that Act RMA 1991, 
notice of such an application does not need to be served on those 
persons identified under section.94(1) of that Act. 1012 

Where rule applies 
This rule applies everywhere in the Canterbury Region except 
where the activities are covered by rules in the Waitaki Catchment 
Water Allocation Regional Plan. 1013excluding the Coastal Marine 
Area.1014 

 

Cross reference: This rule contributes to the implementation of Policies WQN8, WQN9, WQN10, WQN11, WQN12, WQN14, WQN16, WQN17, WQN18, WQN19 and WQN20. 1015 

 

                                                      
1007 WQN11.1 
1008 WQN11.320 
1009 GEN3.12 
1010 WQN11.1 
1011 WQN11.107, WQN11.253, WQN11.279 
1012 WQN11.1 
1013 WQN11.22, WQN11.35 
1014 WQN11.21 
1015 WQN11.1 
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Rule WQN20 Temporary diverting of surface water for work on existing structures  

Activity Conditions 

1. The temporary diverting and return of water from a surface water body for 
the maintenance of any lawfully established existing structures that is not 
addressed by rules WQN1, WQN3, WQN4 and WTL1, is a  
(a) permitted activity provided the activity complies with all the conditions 

in this rule.  
(b) a restricted discretionary activity where any one or more of 

conditions 1 to 4 is not complied with,  
(c) a discretionary activity where any one or more of conditions 5 to 8 is 

not complied with. 

Resource consent information requirements  
Any application for resource consent under this rule must meet the information 
requirements set out in 5.7.2 and 5.7.3.1 

1. If passage for indigenous fish, mahinga kai species and for other migratory species occurred prior to the 
diversion, that passage shall be maintained during and upon the completion of the works. 

2. The section diverted shall not be a significant spawning habitat for salmon. (refer to Schedule WQN14.) 
3. The section diverted shall not be habitat for Canterbury mudfish. (refer to Map Volume – Part 1 Planning 

Maps.) 
4. The diversion shall not affect any wetland, except where this is authorised under Rule WTL2 as a 

permitted activity. 
5. The duration and frequency of  the diversion  shall be for no more than 1 month duration every 2 years,  
6. Upon completion of the work the water body shall be restored to its condition prior to the works 

commencing.  
7. The course of the water remains within the bed of the surface water body. 
8. Environment Canterbury shall be notified in writing at least one week in advance of the intention to divert 

water under this rule.  Notification shall include the commencement date and the completion date of the 
activity 

9. The activity shall not occur within any section of the waterbody that is tidal.1177 

Restriction of Discretion Notification and Service 
In accordance with section 94D(2) Resource Management Act 1991, an 
application for resource consent for a restricted discretionary activity required by 
this rule does not need to be notified, and in accordance with section 94D(3) of 
that Act, notice of such an application does not need to be served on those 
persons identified under section 94(1) of that Act. 

Where rule applies 
These rules apply everywhere in the Canterbury Region except where the 
activities are covered by rules in the following regional plans:  
(a) Opihi River Regional Plan 
(b) Waimakariri River Regional Plan 
(c)  Waitaki Catchment Water Allocation Regional Plan 

Where an activity is classified as a restricted discretionary activity, Environment Canterbury has restricted its 
discretion to the following matters: 
1.  In the case of condition 1 not being met, the effects on passage of migratory species. 
2. In the case of condition 2 not being met, the effects on salmon spawning habitat. 
3.  In the case of condition 3 not being met, the effects on habitat of mudfish. 
4.  In the case of condition 4 not being met, the effects on any wetland. 

x.   Consent duration1178 

(x) Financial contributions or bonds as specified in Part 5.10 of this chapter.1179 

Cross reference: This rule contributes to the implementation of Policies WQN1, WQN2, WQN3 and WQN41180 

                                                      
1177 WQN12.11 
1178 WQN11.107 
1179 GEN3.12 
1180 WQN11.375 
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Rule WQN35 WQN21 Diverting of water via land drainage – permitted activity 1181 

Activity Conditions Cross ref. 

1. The diverting of surface or subsurface water not in the bed of a surface 
water body1182 for purposes of land drainage; 

is –  
(a) a permitted activity provided the activity complies with all the conditions 

in this rule.; 
2. (b) a restricted discretionary activity Wwhere either or both condition 1 or 
2A1183 is not complied with, the activity is a discretionary activity under Rule 
WQN41. 1184 

1. The diversion shall not affect any wetland, except where this is permitted in accordance with 
authorised under Rule WTL2 or Rule WTL3.1185 as a permitted activity1186 

2. The discharge of the drainage water must be authorised under Rule WTL1 as is a permitted 
activity in accordance with Rule WQL1.1187 1188 

A.  The activity shall not flood land or property owned or occupied by another person without 
the written permission of the landowner.1189 

Restriction of discretion Resource consent information requirements  
Any application for resource consent under this rule must meet the information 
requirements set out in 5.7.2 and 5.7.3.1. 1191 Where an activity is classified as a restricted discretionary activity, Environment Canterbury 

Policies 
WQN1, 
WQN2, 
WQN3 and 
WQN4. 
1190 

                                                      
1181 WQN11.1 
1182 WQN11.386 
1183 WQN11.388, WQN11.389 
1184 WQN11.1 
1185 WTL2.2 
1186 BLR2.10 
1187 BLR2.10 
1188 WQN11.391 
1189 WQN11.389 
1190 WQN11.1 
1191 WQN11.1 
1192 WQN11.388 
1193 WQN11.107 
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Notification and service 
In accordance with section 94D(2) Resource Management Act 1991, an 
application for resource consent for a restricted discretionary activity required by 
this rule does not need to be notified, and in accordance with section 94D(3) of 
that Act, notice of such an application does not need to be served on those 
persons identified under section 94(1) of that Act.1195 

Where rule applies 
This rule does not apply to all areas/ situations in the Canterbury Region – see 
Table WQN2 Index of rules 
This rule applies everywhere in the Canterbury Region except where the 
activities are covered by rules  in the following regional Plans:  
(a) Opihi River Regional Plan 

(b) Waimakariri River Regional Plan1196 

(c) Waitaki Catchment Water Allocation Regional Plan1197 

has restricted its discretion to the following matters: 
1. In the case of condition 1 not being met, the effects on wetlands. 

2. In the case of condition A not being met, the effects of flooding.1192 

x.   Consent duration1193 

(x) Financial contributions or bonds as specified in Part 5.10 of this chapter. 1194 

Cross reference: This rule contributes to the implementation of Policies WQN1, WQN2, WQN3 and WQN4. 1198 

 

For information only:   

1. Registered archaeological sites are protected under the Historic Places Act 1993. All persons carrying out activities are also bound by the requirements of this Act.1199 

2. The discharge of the water will need to meet permitted activity conditions for discharge or be subject to a resource consent.1200 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
1194 GEN3.12 
1195 WQN11.388 
1196 WQN11.21 
1197 WQN11.22, WQN11.35 
1198 WQN11.1 
1199 WQN11.389 
1200 WQN11.391 
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Rule WQN37 WQN23 Damming and/or diverting of water that is not in the bed of a surface water body or is in an artificial watercourse1215 – 
permitted activity1216 

Activity Conditions Cross ref. 

1. The damming and/or diverting of surface water that: 
(a) (i) is not in the bed of a surface water body; or 
(b) (ii) is in an artificial watercourse 

is -  
(a)  a permitted activity provided the activity complies with all the conditions in 

this rule.; 
(x) a controlled activity where the activity has been lawfully established and 

any one or more of conditions 1, 2, or 4 or A is not complied with.   
2. (b) a restricted discretionary activity Wwhere the activity is not lawfully 
established and1217 any one or more of conditions 1, 2 – to or1218 4 or A1219 is 
are not complied with, the activity is a discretionary activity under Rule 
WQN41. 1220 
 

1. The activity shall not flood land or property owned or occupied by another person without the 
written permission of the landowner. 

2. The activity shall not affect any wetland except, 1221where this is permitted in accordance 
with authorised under Rule WTL2 or Rulw WTL31222 as a permitted activity. 1223 

3. The dammed or diverted water shall not exceed a depth of three metres nor an 
impoundment area of 10,000 square metres (one hectare).1224 

4. Where certification under the Building Act is not required and the dam impoundment area is 
greater than 1000 square metres, the dam structure shall be designed by, or under the 
guidance of a registered engineer, and upon completion, and before commissioning, shall be 
certified by a registered engineer.  

5. A copy of the certification document shall be sent to Environment Canterbury prior to 
commissioning. 

6. The dam structure shall comply with conditions in must be authorised under1225 rRules BLR1 

Policy 
WQN3. 
1230 

                                                      
1215 WQN11.375 
1216 WQN11.1 
1217 WQN11.398 
1218 WQN11.400 
1219 WQN11.401, WQN11.404 
1220 WQN11.1 
1221 WQN11.1 
1222 WTL2.2 
1223 BLR2.10 
1224 WQN11.404 
1225 BLR2.10 
1226 BLR2.4, BLR2.18 
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Resource consent information requirements  
Any application for resource consent under this rule must meet the information 
requirements set out in 5.7.2 and 5.7.3.1. 1231 

and1226 BLR2 as a permitted activity.12271228 

A. If passage for indigenous fish, mahinga kai species and for other migratory species 
occurred prior to the damming or diverting of the artificial watercourse, that passage shall be 
maintained.1229 

Matters for Control 

Where the activity is classified as a controlled activity, Environment Canterbury has reserved control over the 
following matters in imposing any conditions: 
(a) flooding. 
(b) wetlands. 

(c) safety of the structure.1233 

(d) passage of migratory species.1234 

(x) Financial contributions or bonds as specified in Part 5.10 of this chapter.1235 

Notification and Service 
In accordance with section 94D(2) Resource Management Act 1991 an 
application for resource consent for a restricted discretionary activity required by 
this rule does not need to be notified, and in accordance with section 94D(3) of 
that Act, notice of an application for a resource consent for a controlled activity or 
a restricted discretionary activity required by this rule does not need to be served 
on those persons identified under section 94(1) of that Act. 1232 

Restriction of discretion 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
1227 BLR2.10 
1228 WQN11.407 
1229 WQN11.401 
1230 WQN11.1 
1231 WQN11.1 
1232 WQN11.398, WQN11.400 
1233 WQN11.398 
1234 WQN11.401 
1235 GEN3.12 
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Where rule applies 
This rule does not apply to all areas/situations in the Canterbury Region – see 
Table WQN2 Index of rules 
This rule applies everywhere in the Canterbury Region except where the 
activities are covered by rules  in the following regional Plans:  
(a) Opihi River Regional Plan 

(b) Waimakariri River Regional Plan 1236 

(c) Waitaki Catchment Water Allocation Regional Plan1237 

Where an activity is classified as a restricted discretionary activity, Environment Canterbury has restricted its 
discretion to the following matters: 
1. In the case of condition 1 not being met, the effects of flooding. 
2. In the case of condition 2 not being met, the effects on wetlands. 

3. In the case of condition 4 not being met, the safety of the dam.1238 

4. In the case of condition A not being complied with, the effects on passage of migratory species.1239 

x.   Consent duration1240 

(x) Financial contributions or bonds as specified in Part 5.10 of this chapter.1241 

Cross reference: This rule contributes to the implementation of Policy WQN3. 1242 

 

                                                      
1236 WQN11.21 
1237 WQN11.22, WQN11.35 
1238 WQN11.400 
1239 WQN11.401 
1240 WQN11.107 
1241 GEN3.12 
1242 WQN11.1 
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Rule WQN38 WQN24 Diverting of floodwater – permitted activity1243 

Activity Conditions Cross ref. 

1. The diverting of surface run-off water caused by flooding; 
is  - 
(a) a permitted activity provided the activity complies with all  the conditions 

in this rule.; 
x) a restricted discretionary activity where condition 2 is not complied with; 
2. (b) a discretionary activity Wwhere any one or more of conditions 1 – to 

31244 is are not complied with, the activity is a discretionary activity 
under Rule WQN41. 1245 

Resource consent information requirements  
Any application for resource consent under this rule must meet the information 
requirements set out in 5.7.2 and 5.7.3.1. 1249 

 

1. The activity shall be a temporary measure required to alleviate flooding.  
2. The activity shall not flood other land or property owned or occupied by another person 

without the written permission of the landowner.1246 

3. The activity shall not reduce water levels of surface water bodies below their normal 
levels.1247 

 

Policy 
WQN31248 

Restriction of discretion Notification and service 
In accordance with section 94D(2) Resource Management Act 1991, an 
application for resource consent for a restricted discretionary activity required by 
this rule does not need to be notified, and in accordance with section 94D(3) of 
that Act, notice of such an application does not need to be served on those 
persons identified under section 94(1) of that Act1250 

Where an activity is classified as a restricted discretionary activity, Environment Canterbury has restricted its 
discretion to the following matters: 

                                                      
1243 WQN11.1 
1244 WQN11.409, WQN11.412 
1245 WQN11.1 
1246 WQN11.411 
1247 WQN11.412 
1248 WQN11.1 
1249 WQN11.1 
1250 WQN11.409 
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Where rule applies 
This rule does not apply to all areas/situations in the Canterbury Region – see 
Table WQN2 Index of rules 
This rule applies everywhere in the Canterbury Region except where the 
activities are covered by rules  in the following regional Plans:  
(a) Opihi River Regional Plan 

(b) Waimakariri River Regional Plan 1254 

(c) Waitaki Catchment Water Allocation Regional Plan1255 

1. The effects of flooding land or property owned or occupied by another person.1251 

x.   Consent duration1252 

(x) Financial contributions or bonds as specified in Part 5.10 of this chapter. 1253 

Cross reference: This rule contributes to the implementation of Policy WQN3. 1256 

For information only: The discharge of the water will need to meet permitted activity conditions for discharge or be subject to a resource consent.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
1251 WQN11.409 
1252 WQN11.107 
1253 GEN3.12 
1254 WQN11.21 
1255 WQN11.22, WQN11.35 
1256 WQN11.1 
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Rule WQN39 WQN25 Damming of water in the bed of a surface water body – permitted activity1257 

Activity Conditions Cross ref. 

1. The damming of water in the bed of a surface water body that is not 
addressed by rule WQN22; 

is -  
(a) a permitted activity provided the activity complies with all the conditions in 

this rule.; 
(x) a restricted discretionary activity where any one or more of conditions 4, 

5 or A1258 is not complied with; 

2. (b) a discretionary activity Wwhere any one or more of either or both 
conditions 1, or 3 – to 61259 is are not complied with;, the activity is a 
discretionary activity under Rule WQN41. 

x)  a discretionary activity where condition 2 is not complied with and the 
activity has been lawfully established; 

3. (c) a non-complying activity Wwhere condition 2 is not complied with and the 
activity is not lawfully established1260; , the activity is a non-complying activity 
under Rule WQN42. 1261 

1. The catchment area above the dam shall not exceed 50 100 hectares, or and the mean 
annual flow shall not exceed 300 30 litres per second, whichever is the lesser.1262 

2. The dam shall not be located in a natural state or high naturalness water body high 
naturalness water body or mainstem1263 listed in Schedule WQN5, or a water body listed in 
Schedule WQN6.1264 

3. The maximum volume of impounded water shall not exceed 1,000 cubic metres and the 
damming of water shall not cause water flow to fall below the minimum flow for the surface 
water body. 

4. The dammed water activity shall not flood land or property owned or occupied by another 
person except with their without the written permission of the landowner1265. 

5. The damming shall not prevent water being taken by any domestic or stock water supply, or 
on any group or community drinking water supply. 

6. The dam structure shall comply with conditions in must be authorised under1266 rRules 
BLR1 and1267 BLR2 as a permitted activity.12681269 

Policies 
WQN1, 
WQN2, 
WQN3 and 
WQN4. 
1272 

                                                      
1257 WQN11.1 
1258 WQN11.418 
1259 WQN11.416, WQN11.424 
1260 WQN11.453 
1261 WQN11.1 
1262 BLR2.73, BLR2.75 
1263 WQN9.4 
1264 WQN12.3 
1265 WQN11.389 
1266 BLR2.10 
1267 BLR2.4, BLR2.18 
1268 BLR2.10 
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Resource consent information requirements  
Any application for resource consent under this rule must meet the information 
requirements set out in 5.7.2 and 5.7.3.1. 1273 

A. If passage for indigenous fish, mahinga kai species and for other migratory species 
occurred prior to damming, that passage shall be maintained.1270 

X The activity shall not occur within any section of the waterbody that is tidal.1271 

Restriction of discretion Notification and service 
In accordance with section 94D(2) Resource Management Act 1991, an 
application for resource consent for a restricted discretionary activity required by 
this rule does not need to be notified, and in accordance with section 94D(3) of 
that Act, notice of such an application does not need to be served on those 
persons identified under section 94(1) of that Act. 1274 

Where rule applies 
This rule does not apply to all areas/situations in the Canterbury Region – see 
Table WQN2 Index of rules 
This rule applies everywhere in the Canterbury Region except where the 
activities are covered by rules  in the following regional Plans:  
(a) Opihi River Regional Plan 

(b) Waimakariri River Regional Plan 1278 

(c) Waitaki Catchment Water Allocation Regional Plan1279 

Where an activity is classified as a restricted discretionary activity, Environment Canterbury has restricted its 
discretion to the following matters: 
1. In the case of condition 4 not being met, the effects of flooding. 
2. In the case of condition 5 not being met, the effects on the affected water supply. 

3. In the case of condition A not being met, the effects on the passage of migratory species.1275 

x.   Consent duration1276 

(x) Financial contributions or bonds as specified in Part 5.10 of this chapter. 1277 

Cross reference: This rule contributes to the implementation of Policies WQN1, WQN2, WQN3 and WQN4. 1280 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
1269 WQN11.424 
1270 WQN11.418 
1271 WQN12.11 
1272 WQN11.1 
1273 WQN11.1 
1274 WQN11.416 
1275 WQN11.416, WQN11.418 
1276 WQN11.107 
1277 GEN3.12 
1278 WQN11.21 
1279 WQN11.22, WQN11.35 
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For information only: 

 

1.  The Water Conservation Orders listed in Schedule WQN6 are detailed in full in Appendix WQN3.1281 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
1280 WQN11.1 
1281 WQN12.3 
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Rule WQN46281322 Planting new areas of plantation forest in flow-sensitive catchments – permitted activity 

Activity Conditions Cross Ref. 

1. The planting and replanting1323 of new areas of plantation forest 
within any flow-sensitive catchment listed in Schedules WQN15.1- 
15.4; 

Is - 
(a) a permitted activity provided the activity complies with all the 

conditions of this rule. ; 
2. (b) a restricted discretionary activity  Wwhere any one or 

more of conditions 1 – to 3 are is not complied with, the activity is 
a restricted discretionary activity1324 under Rule WQN47. 

Resource consent information requirements  
Any application for resource consent under this rule must meet the 
information requirements set out in 5.7.2 and 5.7.3.3. 
Notification and service 
In accordance with s.94D(2) RMA 1991, an application for resource 
consent required by this rule does not need to be notified, and in 
accordance with s.94D(3) RMA 1991, notice of such an application 
does not need to be served on those persons identified under s.94(1) 
of that Act. 

1. Areas of exotic tall vegetation: 
(a) greater than two metres tall; and 
(b) occupying more than 80 percent of the canopy cover; 
may be planted in plantation forest provided that Environment Canterbury has received from the land 
owner,1325 accurate description of such areas on 1:50,000 topographical maps, or aerial photographs 
of equivalent scale, within 12 months of the notification of this chapter, and has verified that the 
vegetation meets the criteria for exotic tall vegetation in Policy WQN6(3)(b)(i). 

2.  Areas of willow, meeting criteria (a) and (b) of Condition 1, and growing within 25m of the edge of the 
bed of a water body, may be replaced by an equivalent area of plantation forest planted elsewhere 
within the same Forestry Unit, provided that 
(a) No vegetation used for flood control shall be disturbed, removed, damaged or destroyed except 

by or on behalf of the person or agency responsible for maintaining that vegetation for flood 
control purposes; and 

(b) Environment Canterbury has been provided with an accurate description of the area using 1:50 
000 topographical maps or aerial photographs of equivalent scale, and has verified the 
information before any clearance or planting commences; and 

(c) the original area is cleared of all willows and is retained as short or open canopy vegetation; and 
(d) the new area of plantation forest is not planted within 20m of the edge of the bed of any water 

body.1326 
2. 3. For any Forestry Unit, the total area of new plantation forest, in addition to condition 1 above, will not 

exceed: 
(a) five percent of the Forestry Unit area, for catchments listed in Schedule WQN15.1; 
(b) ten percent of the Forestry Unit area, for catchments listed in Schedule WQN15.2; 
(c) 15 percent  of the Forestry Unit area for catchments listed in Schedule WQN15.3; or 
(d) 20 percent of the Forestry Unit area for catchments listed in Schedule WQN15.4. 

3. 4.  Environment Canterbury shall be notified: 
(a) prior to the planting of trees, of the location and size of the area to be planted; and  
(b) within 14 days of planting of the trees, showing the area planted on 1:50,000 topographical maps 

or aerial photos of equivalent scale. 
 

Policies 
WQN3 and 
WQN6. 

                                                      
1322 WQN11.1 
1323 WQN7.76 
1324 WQN11.1 
1325 WQN7.45 
1326 WQN7.32 
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 5.  New areas of plantation forest permitted under this rule may be replanted after harvest provided the 
area of replanted forest does not exceed the area originally permitted and the replanting occurs in the 
same location as the permitted area.1327 

 

Restriction of discretion1328  Where rule applies 
This rule does not apply to all areas/situations in the Canterbury 
Region – see Table WQN2 Index of rules Where an activity is classified as a restricted discretionary activity, 1329 Environment Canterbury has 

restricted its discretion to the following matters: 

1. The water1330 allocation status of the catchment. 

2. The location of planting, species of tree and harvesting regime.  
3. The impact of the plantation forest on the maintenance of any minimum flow or flow regime set for 

that catchment. 
4. The impact of the plantation forest on any instream values and authorised abstractions takes and 

use1331  of the water. 

5. The ability to mitigate any adverse effects on flows. 
6. The impact of any mitigation measures on the catchment. 
7. The benefits of the forestry for slope stability, erosion control, noxious plant control, water quality and 

biodiversity protection. 
8. The effects of the forestry on the flood-carrying capacity of the river and the moderating effects of the 

foresty on peak flows1332. 

9. The effect on any values of significance to Ngāi Tahu. 

x.   Consent duration1333 

10. Financial contributions or bonds1334 as specified in Part 5.10 of Chapter 5. 

11. The risk of wilding spread from the foresty planting.1335 

 

Cross reference: This rule contributes to the implementation of Policies WQN3 and WQN6.1336 

                                                      
1327 WQN7.76 
1328 WQN11.1 
1329 WQN11.1 
1330 WQN7.82 
1331 WQN7.29 
1332 WQN7.89 
1333 WQN11.107 
1334 GEN3.12 
1335 WQN7.79 
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6.11 Financial contributions and bonds   
 

6.11.1 Introduction 511 

This chapter describes the circumstances, purposes, manner and matters that Environment 
Canterbury will have regard to when deciding whether to impose financial contributions and 
bonds. 

Where Environment Canterbury (either itself or through an authorised agent or delegated 
authority) grants a resource consent under the rules in this plan, it may impose a condition 
requiring a financial contribution, or bond. 512 

6.11.1.1513 Financial contributions 

The term “financial contribution” is defined in section 108(9) of the RMA to mean “…a contribution of: 

(a) Money; or 

(b) Land, including an esplanade reserve or esplanade strip (other than in relation to a 
subdivision consent), but excluding Māori land within the meaning of the Māori Land Act 
1993 unless that Act provides otherwise; or 

(c) A combination of money and land”. 

Further matters relating to financial contributions are contained in section 108(10) of the 
RMA.  That section states, ”a consent authority must not include a condition in a resource 
consent requiring a financial contribution unless-  

(a) The condition is imposed in accordance with the purpose specified in the plan [or 
proposed plan] (including the purpose of ensuring positive effects on the environment to 
offset any adverse effect); and 

(b) The level of contribution is determined in the manner described in the plan [or proposed 
plan].” 

Financial contributions may be required for various purposes, including for the purposes of 
ensuring positive effects on the environment to offset adverse effects and to mitigate 
adverse effects on the environment of use and development (environmental compensation). 

Environment Canterbury will place primary emphasis on adverse effects of an activity being 
adequately avoided, remedied or mitigated by the proposal itself, or by consent conditions.  
As a secondary measure Council will consider the use of financial contributions.   

Financial contributions may be in the form of money, land or a combination of money and 
land.  Environment Canterbury can not include a condition in a resource consent requiring a 
financial contribution unless: the condition is imposed in accordance with the purposes 
specified in this Plan (including the purpose of ensuring positive effects on the environment 
to offset any adverse effect); and the level of contribution is determined in the manner 
described in the matters to be considered. 

Contributions of money to Environment Canterbury shall be paid into a special fund operated 
by Environment Canterbury and used for the purpose for which such contributions are taken. 
514 

                                                 
511 GEN3.23 
512 GEN3.23 
513 GEN3.23 
514 GEN3.23 
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6.11.1.12515 Purpose 

The purposes of financial contribution are to avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects on 
natural and physical resources and/or to attain positive effects to offset adverse effects of an 
activity.   

Contributions of money, land or a combination of the two may be required for the following 
purposes: 

For the activities covered in Chapter 6, financial contribution provisions may be imposed on 
any resource consent given to activities that: 

(a) disturb, remove, damage, or destroy any plant or part of any plant (whether exotic or 
indigenous) or the habitats of any such plants or of animals in, on, or under within516 the 
bed of any lake or river. 

(b) have an adverse effect on flood carrying capacity. 

Where the adverse effect is on the habitats of plants or animals, financial contributions may 
be made for the purpose of To improveing river or lake bed habitats of plants or animals at 
another location.   

(b) Where the adverse effect is on the flood carrying capacity of a water body, financial 
contributions may be made for the purpose of the To maintainenance or improvement of 
river control works in the same river rating district.   

When considering the need for a financial contribution, Environment Canterbury will have 
regard to the assessment matters below. A financial contribution may not be appropriate in 
every case, even where there are adverse effects.  

Every resource consent will be considered on a case by case basis as to the nature and 
extent of any contribution that may be required. Environment Canterbury does not intend that 
adverse environmental effects be fully mitigated or fully compensated in every case by way 
of financial contributions. The actual amount of any contribution will vary according to the 
specific circumstances of each activity and the application of the assessment matters below.   

Financial Contributions may be in the form of money, land or a combination of the two. 
Where the adverse effect is on the habitats of plants or animals, contributions of money to 
Environment Canterbury shall be paid into the Environmental Enhancement Fund or other 
fund operated by Environment Canterbury and used for the general purpose for which such 
contributions are taken. Where the adverse effect is on the flood carrying capacity of a water 
body, contributions of money to Environment Canterbury shall be paid into the reserve funds 
of the relevant river rating district for expenditure on qualifying works in that district. 517 

 

6.11.1.23 Matters to be consideredAssessment matters518 

WhenIn deciding whether or not to impose financial contributions, the types of contribution 
and their value, Environment Canterbury will have particular regard to the following 
assessment matters:  

(a) Financial contributions will generally only be required when the avoidance, remedy or 
mitigation of an adverse effect can not be practically achieved through the provisions 
of the activity itself or by a specific condition of resource consent; 

                                                 
515 GEN3.23 
516 BLR1.6 
517 GEN3.23 
518 GEN3.23 
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(b) There are circumstances where adverse effects on the environment must be avoided, 
and in such circumstances financial contributions can not be used to offset these 
adverse effects; 

(c) A financial contribution must be used for a purpose that is related to the adverse 
effects caused or potentially caused by the activity for which the consent is sought; 

(d) Preference will be given to applying financial contributions at, or close to, the site of 
the activity for which consent is sought.  However, this will not prevent the use of 
financial contributions at other locations when appropriate or agreed between parties 
to the consent application; 

(a) The extent to which any adverse effects on river or lake bed habitats of plants or 
animals or flood carrying capacity resulting from the activity can and should be 
remedied or mitigated instead by way of works or services carried out on or near the 
site. 

(eb) The extent to which a financial contribution may offset or provide compensation to the 
community or environment for adverse effects caused or contributed to by the activity 
and not otherwise avoided, remedied or mitigated by the consent holder.; 

(fc) The extent to which a financial contribution would achieve the objectives and policies 
of this plan.; 

(d) The necessity for establishing or continuing the activity. 

(ge) The reasonableness of the contribution and consistency with the purposes of the 
Resource Management Act, and the relationship between the activity for which the 
consent has been granted and its effects; and  

(hf) Any other financial contribution required by any other statutory authority with respect 
to the same adverse effects of that activity to ensure that there is no duplication of the 
purposes for which the contributions are taken, as covered by (a) to (e).; 

(i) WhenIn deciding the actual value of the financial contribution required, Environment 
Canterbury will have particular regard to: 

(i) The size and extent of the effects of the activity for which the consent is granted 
and that the contribution is fair and in reasonable proportion to the significance of 
any adverse effects caused or contributed to by the activity.; 

(ii) The extent to which any positive effects of the activity on natural and physical 
resources offset any adverse effects.; 

(iii) that adverse environmental effects are not intended to be fully mitigated or fully 
compensated in every case by way of a financial contribution. 519 

 

6.11.2 Bonds 

Bonds may be imposed on a resource consent to ensure that one or more of its conditions 
are complied with.   These could apply where Environment Canterbury considers that an 
adverse effect may continue or arise during the period of, or at any time after the expiry of, a 
resource consent.  In such cases, a bond may be required.  Such a bond will endure for an 
appropriate time, as considered necessary, to ensure that any adverse effect is avoided, 
remedied or mitigated.   

In deciding whether or not to impose bonds, matters that Environment Canterbury will 
consider include the extent to which: 

(a) adverse effects can and should be avoided, remedied or mitigated; 

                                                 
519 GEN3.23 
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(b) other forms of compensation that have been or are being provided; 

(c) the activity can offset adverse environmental effects; 

(d) people and communities, most directly affected by the activity, are likely to benefit from 
any positive effects that may arise; 

(e) it is reasonable and consistent with the purposes of the Proposed NRRP.    

In determining the amount of a bond, matters that Environment Canterbury will consider 
include what the actual cost would be to Environment Canterbury to meet resource consent 
conditions itself, in order to avoid, remedy or mitigate adverse effects in the event that a 
consent holder becomes unable to do so, or defaults from the resource consent conditions. It 
should be noted that bonds will not be appropriate, or imposed, in every case, even if there 
are adverse effects.     

A bond is a monetary deposit to ensure compliance with one or more conditions of a 
resource consent, or to secure the ongoing performance of conditions relating to adverse 
effects on the environment including long-term effects that may become apparent during the 
exercise of the consent or after it has expired.  

Although a regional plan does not need to specify the circumstances and matters for 
considering a bond, the following guidance is given to assist users of this plan. 

6.11.2.1 Circumstances  

The circumstances where a bond may be required to ensure the performance of resource 
consent conditions include, but are not limited to:  

(a) a condition relating to the alteration or removal of structures;  

(b) a condition relating to the remediation, restoration or maintenance work in the beds of 
water bodies; 

(c) a condition providing for on-going monitoring by the consent holder of long-term 
effects. 

6.11.2.2 Matters to be considered  

In deciding whether or not to impose bonds, matters that Environment Canterbury (either 
itself or through an agent) will consider include, but are not limited to:  

(a) whether there is a significant risk of adverse effects on river or lake bed habitats or 
river control works;  

(b) whether an activity involves the use of novel or new technologies; 

(c) whether there has been a history of non compliance with consent conditions.  

In determining the terms of a bond, matters that Environment Canterbury will consider, but 
are not limited to: 

(d) what the actual cost would be to Environment Canterbury to meet resource consent 
conditions itself, in the event that a consent holder becomes unable to do so themself, 
or defaults from their resource consent conditions; 

(e) whether the bond will be required before the resource consent is exercised or at any 
other time; 

(f) the liability of the holder of the resource consent; 

(g) the requirement for a bond on a land use consent to be registered under the Land 
Transfer Act 1952; 

(h) the provision of such security as Environment Canterbury thinks fit for the 
performance of any bond; 
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(i) the need for a guarantor to pay for the carrying out of a condition in the event of a 
default by the holder of the resource consent or where an adverse effect occurs that 
requires remedying; 

(j) the circumstances where the bond may be varied, cancelled or renewed by agreement 
between the consent holder and Environment Canterbury; 

(k) the period of the bond.520

                                                 
520 GEN3.23 
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Rule BLR1 Use, maintenance219, reconstruction, alteration, extension, demolition or removal of existing220 structures – 
permitted activity221 

Activity Conditions  Cross ref 

1. The use, reconstruction, alteration, extension, 
demolition or removal222 of any lawfully 
established structure, or part of any lawfully 
established structure in, on, over or under the 
bed of a lake or river; or 

2. any excavating, drilling, tunnelling 223or other 
disturbance, planting, or removal or disturbance 
of any plant or part of any plant, or224 
depositing of any substance or reclamation of 
the bed  required to undertake the activities in 
(1) above; 
is: 
(x)  a permitted activity where condition AA is 
not complied with but the activity complies with 
all the conditions of Rule BLR5. 
(a) a permitted activity provided the activity 

complies with all the conditions of this rule; 
(x) a controlled activity where condition A is 

not complied with, but the activity 
complies with all other conditions of this 
rule; or225 

(x)  a non-complying activity where condition 
E is not complied with; or226 

AA.  Any planting, removal or disturbance of any plant or any part of a plant shall not be undertaken within the 
beds of any high naturalness water bodies listed in schedule WQN5 in Chapter 5. 

A. For a bridge spanning the bed of a river greater than 5 metres wide at the point of crossing, the legal 
owner of the bridge must maintain the flood flow capacity of the river under the bridge and within 50 
metres upstream and downstream: 
(a) to the extent that this is achievable without entering surface water or excavating at or below the water 

table; and 
(b) to the bed level and flood flow capacity when the bridge was constructed (if known); or 
(c) to the bed level and flood flow capacity as provided by the RMA Enforcement and Compliance 

Manager at Environment Canterbury upon request in writing from the owner of the bridge; and 

(d) any excavation must be carried out by or on behalf of the legal owner of the bridge.227 

B. Every structure shall be maintained in sound condition for the purpose for which it was constructed and be 
kept clear of accumulated debris.228 

C.   Excavation and disturbance of the bed may be carried out by or on behalf of the owner of the structure: 
(a)  under or around a structure, as necessary for the purpose of maintaining flood carrying capacity and 

the stability of a structure; and  
(b)  as long as no part of the excavation or disturbance occurs within surface water or at or below the 

water table.229 

D.  The planting, removal or disturbance of any plant or any part of a plant around a structure may be carried 
out by or on behalf of the owner of the structure: 
(a)  as necessary for the purpose of maintaining flood carrying capacity and the stability of the structure; 

and  

(b)  as long as no part of the activity occurs within surface water or at or below the water table.230 

 

Policy:  
BLR1 
231 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
218 BLR2.101, BLR2.297 
219 BLR1.54, BLR2.15, BLR2.19 
220 BLR2.4, BLR2.18 
221 BLR2.1 
222 BLR2.4, BLR2.18 
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  (b) a prohibited activity where condition (5) 
is not complied with, in which case no 
consent can be applied for under rule 
BLR9; or 

(c) a discretionary activity  where any other 
condition is not complied with, in which 
case the activity requires resource 
consent under Rule BLR8. 

1. Any reconstruction, alteration or extension to a dam or weir shall not make the structure capable of 
impounding more than 1000 cubic metres of water. 

2. Any reconstruction, alteration or extension of the structure,  shall not increase the area of bed supporting 
the structure over or above a level of activity permitted under Rule BLR2.232 

3. The activity or any associated equipment, materials or debris shall not obstruct or alter the passage of 
water in a manner that causes: 
(a) any increase in the risk or potential for flooding of surrounding lands;  
(b) any destabilising of lawfully established flood control structures or flood control vegetation or any 

other lawfully established structures within in, on, under or over233 the bed of a lake or river;  

(c) any increase in erosion of the river or lake bed; or 

(d) drainage of water from the bed or diversion of flows within the bed.234 , unless it is a temporary 
diversion authorised as a permitted activity under Rule WQN20.235 

4. The activity shall not obstruct fish spawning or the passage of fish both upstream and downstream.  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
223 BLR2.4, BLR2.18 
224 BLR2.223 
225 BLR2.64, BLR2.121, BLR2.132 
226 BLR2.37, BLR2.303 
227 BLR2.64 
228 BLR2.64 
229 BLR2.17, BLR2.24, BLR2.64, BLR2.121, BLR2.132 
230 BLR2.223 
231 BLR2.1 
232 BLR2.4, BLR2.18 
233 BLR1.6 
234 BLR2.29 
235 WQN11.375 
236 BLR2.37, BLR2.303 
237 BLR2.10, BLR2.43, BLR2.44, BLR2.45, BLR2.46, BLR2.47 



 

 

P
roposed C

anterbury N
atural R

esources R
egional P

lan 

 

 

 

 
 

P
age 6 - 44 

C
hapter 6 – B

eds and M
argins of Lakes and R

ivers 
July 2004 

5. No plant species identified in Schedule BLR1 of this chapter shall be planted or introduced. 
E.   The activity shall not include the planting or introduction of crack willow unless this is authorised under 

Rule BLR4 as a permitted activity.236 

6. The activity and any associated equipment, materials or debris shall not obstruct or alter the navigation of 
the bed or water body in a manner that has the potential to cause injury to any person. 

7. Any discharge of sediment associated with the activity must be authorised under Rule WQL1 as a 
permitted activity. A discharge of sediment into water shall not: 
(a) for more than a total of 60 minutes in any consecutive 24 hour period: 

(i) change the colour by more than five Munsell Units; or  
(ii) decrease the clarity by more than 20 percent; or  

(b) increase the embeddedness of the bed substrate by more than ten percent.237 

Z.  The activity shall not include any refuelling of machinery or vehicles on the bed.238  

Where Rule Applies: 

This rule does not apply to all areas/situations in the 
Canterbury region - see Table BLR2: Index of rules. 

 

8. Upon completion of the activity:    
(a) any reject, surplus or unused bed material stored on the bed shall be spread out;  
(b) any excavated areas shall be left with battered slopes not exceeding a 3:1 slope angle (3 horizontal 

to 1 vertical); and 
(c) all equipment and temporary structures associated with the activity shall be removed from the bed. 

W.  Any substance deposited in, on, under or over the bed associated with the use of the structure, shall be of 
inert materials, uncontaminated with any hazardous substance and shall not be deposited into surface 
water or at or below the water table.239 

X.  Any deposited substance in, on, under or over the bed associated with the use of the structure, such as 
fill material, necessary for maintaining the stability of the structure shall be of colour and material type that 
blends with the surrounding natural environment.240 

Y. No vegetation used for flood control or bank stabilisation shall be disturbed, removed, damaged or 
destroyed, except by or on behalf of the person or agency responsible for maintaining that vegetation for 
flood control purposes.241 

ZZ The activity shall not occur within any section of the bed that is tidal.242 

 

                                                 
238 BLR2.63 
239 BLR2.7 
240 BLR2.7 
241 BLR2.205, BLR2.223 
242 WQN12.11 
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  Matters for Control243  

 Environment Canterbury has reserved control over the following matters in imposing conditions: 
1. Adverse effects on water quality; 
2. Effects of excavation or disturbance on erosion of the bed or banks; 
3. The stability of the bridge; 
4. Whether the activity is required for flood flow capacity; 
5. The distance upstream and downstream for which the activity should occur; 
6. Protection of the stability of any other lawfully established structures, including flood control structures: 

7. The disturbance of any flood or erosion control vegetation.244 

 

 Discretion245  

 The discretion is unlimited but shall include consideration of the following matters: 
1. The effects of the use on the long-term stability of the structure and on upstream and downstream flood 

carrying capacity, and sediment load and transport. 
2. Effects of the use of the structure on other activities within the surrounding river or lake environment. 
3. Direct and potential impacts of the use on water quality and the instream aquatic environment arising from 

sediment or other deposited material reaching the waterway, or any alteration or obstruction of the flow 
path. 

4.  Impacts of the use on the breeding or survival of indigenous fauna, including disturbance of fish passage, 
spawning habitat or indigenous nesting birds and options to avoid such impacts by the timing or methods 
used.246 

(x) Financial contributions or bonds as specified in Part 6.11 of this chapter.247 

 

Cross reference: Policy BLR1 

For information only: 

1. Any discharge to water, including of sediment, caused by the activities addressed in Rule BLR1 must The activity may need to comply with any relevant discharge rules set out 
the water quality rules in Chapter 4 of the Proposed NRRP Water Quality248. 

                                                 
243 BLR2.64, BLR2.121, BLR2.132 
244 BLR2.64, BLR2.121, BLR2.132 
245 BLR2.272 
246 BLR2.272 
247 GEN3.23 
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2. The activity may need to comply with the relevant damming, diverting, and water take rules within Chapter 5 of the Proposed NRRP Water Quantity. 

3. ‘Maintenance’ of a lawfully established structure is encapsulated by ‘use, reconstruction and alteration’ within this rule.249 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
248 BLR2.10 
249 BLR2.19, BLR2.52, BLR2.15 
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 Rule BLR2 Erection, or placement, reconstruction, alteration, extension, demolition or removal250 of structures – permitted 
activity251 
Activity Conditions  Cross ref 

1. The erection or placement of a new structure, 
or reconstruction, alteration, extension, 
demolition or removal of any lawfully 
established structure, or part of any lawfully 
established 252structure in, on, over or under 
the bed of a lake or river; or  

2. any excavating, drilling, tunnelling or other 
disturbance, planting or removal of any plant or 
part of any plant, or depositing of a substance 
or reclamation of the bed253 required to 
undertake the activities in (1) above; 
is: 
(a) a permitted activity provided the activity 

complies with all the conditions of this rule; 
(b) a permitted activity where condition (1) is 

not complied with, but the activity complies 
with all the conditions of Rule BLR6;  

(c) a discretionary activity where condition 
(1) is not complied with, and the activity 
does not comply with the conditions in 
Rule BLR6, in which case the activity 
requires resource consent under rule 
BLR8; 

(x)  a non-complying activity where condition 
E is not complied with; or254 

1. The activity shall not be undertaken within in, on, under or over255 the beds of any natural state or high 
naturalness water body or mainstem bodies256 listed in schedule WQN5. 

2. For culvert crossings or bridges with abutments in the bed, the width of the bed at the point of crossing 
shall be less than 5 metres wide; and  
(a) the activity shall not be undertaken within an area identified in Schedule BLRX  Drainage Scheme 

Areas, unless it is undertaken by or on behalf of Environment Canterbury's Regional Engineer in 
charge of the Scheme; and 

(b) the culvert length (inlet to outlet) shall be no greater than 5 metres; and  
(c) culverts shall be single or double barrels only and the minimum culvert diameter shall be 300 

millimetres for single barrel culverts and 1 metre for double barrel culverts; and  
(d) the maximum fill height over the culvert shall be 1 metre; and 
(e) the culvert inlet and outlet shall be protected against erosion; and 
(f) the culvert shall be installed at a level no higher than bed level, and no lower than 100 millimetres 

below the level of the bed of the river, stream or lake; and 
(g) if the instalment of the culvert is not undertaken in a dry river bed, the instalment shall only be carried 

out within the months of September to April inclusive; and  
(h) the culvert shall provide a 2-year return period (fifty percent annual exceedance probability) flood flow 

capacity without increasing upstream water levels; and 
(i) the culvert shall provide a 20-year return period (five percent annual exceedance probability) flood 

flow capacity without increasing water levels to an extent and degree that will cause flooding of 
upstream, adjacent, or downstream properties; and257 

(j) the location is not within any urban area or settlement, or within one kilometre upstream or 
downstream of any urban area or settlement.258 

Policy:  
BLR1 
275 
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251 BLR2.1 
252 BLR2.4, BLR2.18 
253 BLR2.4, BLR2.18 
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255 BLR1.6 



 

 

P
roposed C

anterbury N
atural R

esources R
egional P

lan 

 

 

 

 
 

P
age 6 - 48 

C
hapter 6 – B

eds and M
argins of Lakes and R

ivers 
July 2004 

(d) a prohibited activity where condition (7) 
is not complied with, in which case no 
consent can be applied for under Rule 
BLR9; or  

(e) a discretionary activity where any other 
condition is not complied with; in which 
case the activity requires resource consent 

3. Any bridge shall be single span, spanning a bed greater than five metres wide at the point of crossing, and 
shall not have piers or abutments within the bed; 259and  

(a) the bridge span shall be no more than 10 metres long; and 
(b) any such bridge and the approaches shall be designed so that a 20-year return period (five percent 

annual exceedance probability) flood event shall not cause any increase in upstream water levels; 
and 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
256 WQN9.4 
257 BLR2.68 
258 BLR2.70, BLR2.71 
259 BLR2.70, BLR2.72 
260 BLR2.72 
261 BLR2.68 
262 BLR2.70, BLR2.71 
263 BLR2.73, BLR2.75 
264 BLR2.37, BLR2.303 
265 BLR1.6 
266 BLR2.29, BLR2.80 
267 BLR2.84 
268 BLR2.10, BLR2.64, BLR2.85, BLR2.86, BLR2.87, BLR2.88 
269 BLR2.205 
270 BLR2.4, BLR2.18 
271 BLR2.299 
272 BLR2.42, BLR2.93 
273 BLR2.64, BLR2.121, BLR2.132 
274 BLR2.63 
275 BLR2.1 
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 under Rule BLR8. 
 

(c) the soffit (underside) of any bridge shall be higher than the top of the river bank, and at least260 600 
millimetres above the level of fullest flow (without overtopping its banks) 500 millimetres above the 
20-year return period (five percent annual exceedance probability) flood level; and.261 

(d) no excavation or infilling of the banks or the bed of a river or stream shall be carried out; and 

(e) the bridge abutments shall be constructed parallel to the flow.262 

4. The catchment area above any dam or weir shall not exceed 50 100 hectares or and the mean annual 
flow of the river being dammed shall not exceed 300 30 litres per second, whichever is the lesser.263 

5. Any dam or weir shall not be capable of impounding more than 1000 cubic metres of water, and shall be 
less than three meters in total height above the bed. 

6. The activity shall not be the erection or placement of a jetty or whitebait stand. 
7. No plant species identified in Schedule BLR1 of this chapter shall be planted or introduced. 
E.  The activity shall not include the planting or introduction of crack willow unless this is authorised under 

Rule BLR4 as a permitted activity.264 

8. The activity and any associated equipment, materials or debris shall not obstruct or alter the passage of 
water in a manner that causes: 
(a) any increase in the risk or potential for flooding of surrounding lands;  
(b) any destabilising of lawfully established flood control structures or flood control vegetation or any 

other lawfully established structures within in, on, under or over 265the bed of a lake or river;  

(c) any increase in erosion of the river or lake bed; or 

(d) drainage of water from the bed or diversion of flows within the bed.266 

9. Any discharge of sediment associated with the activity must be authorised under Rule WQL1 as a 
permitted activity, unless the discharge is caused by the installation of a culvert under Condition 2, in 
which case the discharge of sediment shall not breach the conditions of Rule WQL1 for more than 60 
minutes in any 24 hour period.267 A discharge of sediment into water shall not: 

(a) for more than a total of 60 minutes in any consecutive 24 hour period: 
(i) change the colour by more than five Munsell Units; or  
(ii) decrease the clarity by more than 20 percent; or  

(b) increase the embeddedness of the bed substrate by more than ten percent.268 

10. The activity shall not adversely affect flood control vegetation. No vegetation used for flood control or bank 
stabilisation shall be disturbed, removed, damaged or destroyed, except by or on behalf of the person or 
agency responsible for maintaining that vegetation for flood control purposes.269 

11. The activity shall not restrict access to flood control structures or flood control vegetation for the purposes 
of their repair or maintenance. 

12. The activity shall not obstruct the passage of fish both upstream and downstream, or and for the erection 
or placement of structures, shall not270 be undertaken within any significant salmon spawning sites listed 
in Schedule WQN14 in Chapter 5.271 
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13. The activity and any associated equipment, materials or debris shall not obstruct or alter the navigation of 
the bed or water body in a manner that may has the potential to 272cause injury to any person. 

B.  Every structure shall be maintained in sound condition for the purpose for which it was constructed and be 
kept clear of accumulated debris.273 

Z.  The activity shall not include any refuelling of machinery or vehicles on the bed.274 

14. Upon completion of the activity:    
(a) any reject, surplus or unused bed material stored in the bed shall be spread out; 
(b) any excavated areas shall be left with battered slopes not exceeding a 3:1 slope angle (3 horizontal 

to 1 vertical); and 
(c) all equipment and temporary structures associated with the activity shall be removed from the bed. 

Where Rule Applies:  

This rule does not apply to all areas/situations in the 
Canterbury region - see Table BLR2: Index of rules. 

 

W.  Any substance deposited in, on, under or over the bed associated with the activity, shall be of inert 
materials, uncontaminated with any hazardous substance and shall not be deposited into surface water or 
at or below the water table.276 

X.  Any deposited substance in, on, under or over the bed associated with the activity, such as riprap, fill 
material, retaining walls or anchored tree protection, which remains visible once the activity is complete 
shall be of colour and material type that blends with the surrounding natural environment. 277 

ZZ The activity shall not occur within any section of the bed that is tidal.278 

 Discretion279  

 The discretion is unlimited but shall include consideration of the following matters: 

1. Effects of any changes to the location or design of a structure on the dynamics of water flow including 
diversion of flow path, flood carrying capacity, increased risk of erosion of the bed or banks and changes 
to sediment load. 

2.  Impacts of the activity, including management of vehicles and materials, on the stability and integrity of 
other lawfully existing structures, flood control works or flood control vegetation and options to avoid, 
remedy or mitigate such impacts. 

 

                                                 
276 BLR2.7, BLR2.78 
277 BLR2.7, BLR2.78 
278 WQN12.11 
279 BLR2.272 
280 BLR2.272 
281 GEN3.23 
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 3. The effects of the use on the long-term stability of the structure and on upstream and downstream flood 
carrying capacity, and sediment load and transport. 

4. The ability of the structure to provide for instream flood flow capacity. 

5. Whether an overland flow path is an appropriate method of providing for flood flow capacity in addition to 
instream capacity.  

6. Impacts of the activity on the breeding or survival of indigenous fauna, including disturbance of fish 
passage, spawning habitat or indigenous nesting birds and options to avoid such impacts by the timing or 
location of the activity. 

7. Any long-term effects of any alteration to the flow path or flow regime of the river on indigenous habitat 
diversity, availability and habitat succession, both instream and on land within the bed.  

8. Any effects on the natural character of the area and options to avoid, remedy or mitigate such effects 
through the location or design of the structure and the nature of the materials used. 

9. Proximity to any sites of significance to Ngai Tahu or natural heritage sites. 

10. Effects on use of the area for other activities including recreational and commercial activities.280 

(x) Financial contributions or bonds as specified in Part 6.11 of this chapter.281 

Cross reference: Policy BLR1 

For information only: 

1. Any discharge to water, including of sediment, caused by the activities addressed in Rule BLR2 must associated  with the activity may have to comply with relevant discharge 
rules set out the water quality rules in Proposed NRRP Chapter 4 Water Quality.282 

2. Any diversion associated with the activity may have to comply with relevant diversion rules set out in Proposed NRRP Chapter 5 Water Quantity. 
3. Any taking, use, damming or diversion of water may have to comply with relevant rules set out in Proposed NRRP Chapter 7 Wetlands. 
4. The design of any structure may have to comply with New Zealand Building Act requirements.  Plan users should contact the local district council to enquire as to the need to 

gain building consent. 

X. Any erection or placement of a structure may also need to meet requirements of rules or seek resource consent under the relevant District Plan or City Plan.283 

X.  Technical information of flood flow return periods may be available from Environment Canterbury or can be sought from a technical specialist.284 

X. Persons exercising this rule should be aware that permission may need to be obtained at their own expense from the legal owner or administering body of the bed and of the 
resource and/or the owner of land via which access to the riverbed is obtained.285 

                                                 
282 BLR2.10 
283 BLR2.56, BLR2.78 
284 BLR2.70 
285 BLR2.98 
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 Rule BLR3 Excavation, drilling, tunnelling, depositing, reclamation, drainage or disturbance within in, on, under or 
over286the bed – permitted activity287 

Activity Conditions Cross ref 

1. The excavating, drilling, tunnelling, depositing, 
reclamation, drainage or disturbance (but not 
including excavation of materials for the 
erection, reconstruction, placement, use, 
alteration, extension, demolition or removal of a 
structure addressed  classified as a permitted 
activity by rRule BLR1 or BLR2)288 in, on, over 
or under the bed of a lake or river, or 

2. any depositing of excavated material on the 
bed associated with the undertaking of 
activities in (1) above (but not including 
excavation of materials for the erection, 
reconstruction, placement, use, alteration, 
extension, demolition or removal of a structure 
classified as a permitted activity by rule BLR1 
or BLR2) in, on, over or under the bed of a lake 
or river,  
is: 
(a) a permitted activity provided the activity 

complies with all the conditions of this rule; 
(b) a permitted activity where condition (1) is 

not complied with, but the activity complies 
with all the conditions of Rule BLR65; 289 

(c) a discretionary activity where condition 
(1) is not complied with, and the activity 
does not comply with the conditions in 
Rule BLR6, in which case the activity 
requires resource consent under rule 
BLR8; or 

1. The activity shall not be undertaken within in, on, under or over290 the beds of any natural state lakes high 
naturalness lakes291 listed in table 3 Table WQN18292 of schedule WQN5 in Chapter 5293; 

11 .No part of the activity shall occur within surface water or at or below the water table.294 

2. The activity shall not involve the disturbance or removal or of any rocks with a diameter greater than 500 
millimetres in any direction on any axis.295. 

3. the activity shall not include the deposition of any substance, other than bed material, on the bed. 
4.   the activity shall not be, or result, in the reclamation of the bed. 
3.5. The volume excavated by any person or on behalf of any person, organisation or corporation: 

(a) in the bed of any river or lake shall not exceed 10 cubic metres per week and not more than 50 cubic 
metres in any 12 consecutive months or,   

(b) between 1 February and 31 August, in the beds listed in Schedule BLR2, shall not exceed 50 cubic 
metres per month and not more than 150 cubic metres in any 12 consecutive months or,   

(c) between 1 February and 31 August, in the beds listed in Schedule BLR3, shall not exceed 100 cubic 
metres per month and not more than 300 cubic metres in any 12 consecutive months. 

X. Any excavation undertaken in accordance with condition 5 above will include the removal of excavated 
material (other than surplus or reject material) from the bed within 24 hours of that material being 
excavated.296 

4.6. Any excavation undertaken in accordance with conditions 35(b) or (c) of this rule will require the Customer 
Service Centre of Environment Canterbury to be notified, before the activity takes place, as to the location 
of the excavation site, the quantity of material to be excavated, the dates when the activity is to be 
undertaken and a contact address and phone number of the person undertaking the activity. 

Policy:  

BLR1297 

                                                 
286 BLR1.6 
287 BLR2.1 
288 BLR2.132 
289 BLR2.102, BLR2.107, BLR2.114 
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(x) a prohibited activity where condition (10) 
is not complied with. 

(d) a discretionary activity where any other 
condition is not complied with, in which 
case  the activity requires resource 
consent under Rule BLR8. 

5.7. To avoid destabilising any lawfully established structure in, on, under or over the bed of a lake or river the 
activity shall: 
(a) be undertaken at a distance greater than 50 metres from any lawfully established dam, weir, 

crossing, surface water intake plant or network utility pole or298 pylon and 150 metres from any 
lawfully established water level recorder; and; 

(b)  be undertaken at a distance from any existing flood control structures protection works or flood 
control 299vegetation and to a depth, not exceeding the depth as determined in the following tTable 
BLR3300: 

 

Where Rule Applies:  

This rule does not apply to all areas/situations in the 
Canterbury region - see Table BLR2: Index of rules. 

Table BLR3: Setback distances  

Distance, in metres, from flood 
protection works or flood protection 
control301 vegetation 

0 - 3m 

0 - 5m302 

3 - 5m 5 - 10m 10m or greater 
greater than 
10 metres303 

Depth, in metres, below the level of 
the ground level immediately 
surrounding the excavation. (not to 
be exceeded). 304 

0m 

no works305 
0.3m306 0.6m 1.2m 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
290 BLR1.6 
291 WQN9.4 
292 BLR2.107, BLR2.114 
293 BLR2.299 
294 BLR2.133 
295 BLR2.118 
296 BLR2.107, BLR2.111, BLR2.305, BLR2.308 
297 BLR2.1 
298 BLR2.136 
299 BLR2.140 
300 BLR2.138 
301 BLR2.138, BLR2.140 
302 BLR2.139, BLR2.140 
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  Y.  No part of the activity shall include excavation of a depth of more than 1.2 metres, and any excavation 
shall be carried out consistent with Table BLR3: Setback distances.307 

6.8. The activity, or any associated equipment, materials or debris shall not obstruct or alter the passage of 
water in a manner that causes: 
(a) any increase in the risk or potential for flooding of surrounding lands;  
(b) any destabilising of lawfully established flood control structures or flood control vegetation or any 

other lawfully established structures within in, on, under or over308 the bed of a lake or river;  

(c) any increase in erosion of the river or lake bed; or 

(d) drainage of water from the bed or diversion of flows within the bed.309 
7.9. The activity shall not destabilise flood control vegetation. No vegetation used for flood control or bank 

stabilisation shall be disturbed, removed, damaged or destroyed, except by or on behalf of the person or 
agency responsible for maintaining that vegetation for flood control purposes.310 

10. No plant species identified in Schedule BLR1 of this chapter shall be planted or introduced. 

8.11 .No part of the activity shall occur within surface water or at or below the water table.311 

9. 12. The activity and any associated equipment, materials or debris shall not obstruct or alter the navigation 
of the bed or water body in a manner that has the potential to cause injury to any person. 

Z. The activity shall not include any refuelling of machinery or vehicles on the bed.312 

10.13. Upon completion of the activity:   
(a) all reject surplus or unused bed material stored in the bed shall be spread out; 
(b) stripped areas shall be left with battered slopes not exceeding a 3:1 slope angle (3 horizontal to 1 

vertical) and any flow channels disturbed during the activity shall be reinstated; and 
(c) all equipment and temporary structures associated with the activity shall be removed from the bed. 

ZZ The activity shall not occur within any section of the bed that is tidal.313 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
303 BLR2.139 
304 BLR2.139 
305 BLR2.139 
306 BLR2.139 
307 BLR2.139 
308 BLR1.6 
309 BLR2.29 
310 BLR2.205 
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 Discretion314  

 The discretion is unlimited but shall include consideration of the following matters: 
1. Effects of the activity on the dynamics of water flow including change to flow path, reduction in flood 

carrying capacity, increased risk of flooding or erosion, changes to sediment load, including the cumulative 
impacts in conjunction with other similar activities in the catchment. 

2. Impacts of the activity, including management of vehicles and materials, on the stability and integrity of 
lawfully existing structures, flood control works or flood control vegetation and options to avoid, remedy or 
mitigate such impacts. 

3. Any disturbance or loss of habitat for indigenous fauna, particularly nesting habitat for indigenous birds, 
spawning habitat and options to avoid, remedy or mitigate such effects. 

4. Any long-term effects of any alteration to the flow path or flow regime of the river on indigenous habitat 
diversity, availability and habitat succession, both instream and on land within the bed. 

5. Proximity to any sites of significance to Ngai Tahu or natural heritage sites. 

6. Effects on the use of the area for other activities including recreational and commercial activities.315 

(x) Financial contributions or bonds as specified in Part 6.11 of this chapter.316 

 

Cross reference: Policy BLR1 

For information only: 

1. Persons exercising this rule should be aware that permission may need to be obtained at their own expense from the legal owner or administering body of the bed and of the 
resource and/or the owner of land via which access to the riverbed is obtained. 

2. Any discharge to water, including of sediment, caused by the activities addressed in Rule BLR3 must The activity may need to comply with relevant discharge standards set out  
the water quality rules in Proposed NRRP Chapter 4 Water Quality.317 

3. Figure BLR4 (below) indicates the fairway, where activities should be able to be undertaken while complying with conditions 6, 7 and 8.318 

X. Any deposition or excavation may also need to meet requirements of rules or seek resource consent under the relevant District Plan or City Plan.319 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
311 BLR2.133 
312 BLR2.63, BLR2.110 
313 WQN12.11 
314 BLR2.272 
315 BLR2.272 
316 GEN3.23 
317 BLR2.10 
318 BLR1.16 
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Rule BLR4  Planting and Disturbance of Vegetation Introduction or planting of plants – permitted activity321 

Activity Conditions  Cross ref 

The introduction, or planting, disturbance, removal, 
harvesting, damage or destroying of any plant or 
part of any plant in, on or under the bed of a lake or 
river, including any associated disturbance of the 
bed, or deposition of plant material on the bed, (but 
not including the planting, removal or disturbance of 
any plants for the use, erection, placement, 
reconstruction, alteration, extension, demolition or 
removal of structures addressed by Rule BLR1 or 
BLR2) is: 
(a) a permitted activity provided the activity 

complies with all the conditions of this rule; 
(b) a permitted activity where condition (1) is not 

complied with, but the activity complies with all 
the conditions of Rule BLR65;  

(c) a discretionary activity where condition (1) 
is not complied with, and the activity does not 
comply with the conditions in Rule BLR6, in 
which case the activity requires resource 
consent under rule BLR8; 

(X) a non-complying activity where condition E is 
not complied with;322 

(d) a prohibited activity where condition (2) is 
not complied with and no consent can be 
applied for under Rule BLR9; or 

(e) a discretionary activity where any other 
condition is not complied with, in which case 
the activity requires resource consent under 
Rule BLR8. 

1. The activity shall not be undertaken within in, on, or under 323the beds of any natural state or high 
naturalness water body or mainstem bodies324 listed in schedule WQN5 in Chapter 5325. 

2. No plant species identified in Schedule BLR1 of this chapter shall be planted or introduced. 
E.  Crack willow shall only be planted or introduced for flood control purposes within those flood control rating 

district scheme areas where it already exists, as identified in Schedule BLRx: Extent of flood control rating 
district scheme areas with crack willow.326 

3. The activity shall not obstruct the passage of fish both upstream and downstream, or be undertaken within 
any significant salmon spawning sites listed in Schedule WQN14 in Chapter 5327. 

4. The activity planting or introduction and any associated equipment or materials shall not obstruct or alter 
the passage of water in a manner that causes: 
(a) any increase in the risk or potential for flooding of surrounding lands;  
(b) any destabilising of lawfully established flood control structures or flood control vegetation or any 

other lawfully established structures within in, on, under or over328the bed of a lake or river;  

(c) any increase in erosion of the  river or lake bed; or 

(d) drainage of water from the bed or diversion of flows within the bed.329 

5. The activity shall not restrict access to flood control structures or flood control vegetation for the purposes 
of their repair or maintenance.  

6.    No vegetation used for flood control, or bank stabilisation shall be disturbed, removed, damaged or 
destroyed except by or on behalf of the person or agency responsible for maintaining that vegetation for 
flood control purposes. 

6.7. Any discharge of sediment associated with the activity must be authorised under Rule WQL1 as a 
permitted activity. A discharge of sediment into water shall not: 
(a) for more than a total of 60 minutes in any consecutive 24 hour period: 

(i) change the colour by more than five Munsell Units; or  
(ii) decrease the clarity by more than 20 percent; or  

Policy:  
BLR1 
335 

                                                 
321 BLR2.1 
322 BLR2.37, BLR2.303 
323 BLR1.6 
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 Where Rule Applies:  

This rule does not apply to all areas/situations in the 
Canterbury region - see Table BLR2: Index of rules. 
 

(b) increase the embeddedness of the bed substrate by more than ten percent.330 
7.8. The planting or introduction shall not contravene of plants for plantation forestry must be authorised under 

Rrules WQN45 WQN27 or WQN46 WQN28331 as a permitted activity under Chapter 5 of this Proposed 
NRRP.332 

Y. No disturbed or cut vegetation shall be disposed of in, on, over or under the bed of a lake or river, or left in 
a position where it could enter surface water.333 

Z.  The activity shall not include any refuelling of machinery or vehicles on the bed.334 

 Discretion336  

 The discretion is unlimited but shall include consideration of the following matters: 

1. The effects of the activity on flood carrying capacity, bank stability and sediment load and on the integrity 
of flood control works or vegetation. 

2. Any restriction on access to flood control works or flood control vegetation for their maintenance. 

3. Any effects of the activity on the natural character, landscape and amenity values and the significance of 
those effects for other users of the area. 

4. Any disturbance or loss of indigenous vegetation, or habitat for indigenous fauna, or any disturbance of 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
324 WQN9.4 
325 BLR2.299 
326 BLR2.37, BLR2.303 
327 BLR2.299 
328 BLR1.6 
329 BLR2.29, BLR2.172 
330 BLR2.10, BLR2.163, BLR2.178, BLR2.179, BLR2.180, BLR2.181 
331 WQN11.1 
332 BLR2.183 
333 BLR2.193 
334 BLR2.63, BLR2.165, BLR2.198 
335 BLR2.1 
336 BLR2.272 
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sites of significance to Ngai Tahu or heritage sites, and the options to minimise those effects.337 

(x) Financial contributions or bonds as specified in Part 6.11 of this chapter.338 

Cross reference: Policy BLR1 

For information only: 

1. Other matters relating to the establishment of production forestry and its impact on water availability are provided for within Proposed NRRP Chapter 5 Water Quality. 
2. Any taking, use, damming or diversion of water may have to comply with relevant rules set out in Proposed NRRP Chapter 7 Wetlands. 

3. The activity may need to comply with all relevant discharge standards set out in Proposed NRRP, Chapter 4 (Water Quality) and 339Chapter 3 Air Quality. 340 

4. Vegetation situated on the berms may assist in reducing the velocity of flood flows, thereby protecting flood protection structures.   

X  Any discharge to water, including of sediment, caused by the activities addressed in Rule BLR3 must comply with the water quality rules in Chapter 4.341 

X. Crack willow is a pest plant under the National Pest Plant Accord 2006 and cannot be propagated or planted by anyone without an exemption from Biosecurity New 
Zealand.342 

X. Persons exercising this rule should be aware that permission may need to be obtained at their own expense from the legal owner or administering body of the bed and of the 
resource and/or the owner of land via which access to the riverbed is obtained.343 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
337 BLR2.272 
338 GEN3.23 
339 BLR2.10 
340 BLR2.1 
341 BLR2.10 
342 BLR2.37, BLR2.303 
343 BLR2.184 
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Rule BLR65 Activities in natural state or347 high naturalness areas– permitted activity348 

Activity Conditions  Cross ref 

The: 
1. The erection, reconstruction, placement, 

alteration, extension, removal or demolition of 
any structure or part of any structure or;  

X.  any excavating, drilling, tunnelling or other 
disturbance, deposition of a substance or 
reclamation of the bed required to undertake 
the activities in (1) above; or349 

2. the introduction or planting of any plant or any 
part of any plant; or 

3. the disturbance, removal or damage to any 
plant or part of any plant (whether exotic or 
indigenous); 

in, on, over or under the bed of any natural state or 
high naturalness water body or mainstem bodies350, 
listed in schedule WQN5 in Chapter 5351; 

is: 
(a) a permitted activity provided the activity 

complies with all the conditions of this rule. 
(b) a discretionary activity where any 

conditions are not complied with, in which 
case  the activity requires resource 
consent under rule BLR8. 

(c) a prohibited activity where condition (6) 
is not complied with.352 

1. The activity shall be: 
(a) any erection or placement of a fence for the purpose of stock control or any regulatory or advisory 

signs erected by or on behalf of the land occupier, asset owner, 354local authority or government 
agency; 

(b) any placement of an anchor (rock or tree) necessary for the erection or placement of flood protection 
planting355; 

(c) any walkway, pathway, footbridge or stile to provide private and356 public access; 

(d) any erection or placement of a bridge or culvert crossing for the purpose of stock crossing; 

(e) the planting of indigenous plant species that naturally occur in the catchment or357; 

(f) The erection or placement of a hydrological measuring station; or 
(g) The disturbance, removal, damage or destroying of any plant or part of any plant species listed in 

Schedule BLR1 or the destruction or removal of crack willow.358 
(x)  the erection or placement of a structure to take water, where the take is authorised by Rule WQN1 

as a permitted activity.359 

2. For culvert crossings or bridges with abutments in the bed, the width of the bed at the point of crossing 
shall be less than 5 metres wide. 
(a) the activity shall not be undertaken within an area identified in Schedule BLRX  Drainage Scheme 

Areas, unless it is undertaken by or on behalf of Environment Canterbury's Regional Engineer in 
charge of the Scheme; and 

(b) the culvert length (inlet to outlet) shall be no greater than 5 metres; and  
(c) culverts shall be single or double barrels only and the minimum culvert diameter shall be 300 

millimetres for single barrel culverts and 1 metre for double barrel culverts; and  
(d) the maximum fill height over the culvert shall be 1 metre; and 

Policy:  
BLR1 
371 

                                                 
347 WQN9.4 
348 BLR2.1 
349 BLR2.11 
350 WQN9.4 
351 BLR2.299 
352 BLR2.1, BLR2.225 
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 The “use” of structures within high naturalness 
areas is addressed by Rule BLR1.353 

 

Where Rule Applies:  

This rule does not apply to all areas/situations in the 
Canterbury region - see Table BLR2: Index of rules. 

 
(e) the culvert inlet and outlet shall be protected against erosion; and 
(f) the culvert shall be installed at a level no higher than bed level, and no lower than 100 millimetres 

below the level of the bed of the river, stream or lake; and 
(g) if the instalment of the culvert is not undertaken in a dry river bed, the instalment shall only be carried 

out within the months of September to April inclusive; and  
(h) the culvert shall provide a 2-year return period (fifty percent annual exceedance probability) flood flow 

capacity without increasing upstream water levels; and 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
353 BLR2.223 
354 BLR2.224 
355 BLR2.225 
356 BLR2.226 
357 BLR2.227 
358 BLR2.37, BLR2.303 
359 BLR2.11, BLR2.67, BLR2.217 
360 BLR2.229 
361 BLR1.6 
362 BLR2.230 
363 BLR2.230 
364 BLR2.231 
365 BLR1.6 
366 BLR2.29, BLR2.232 
367 BLR2.205 
368 BLR2.1, BLR2.225 
369 BLR2.4, BLR2.18 
370 BLR2.299 
371 BLR2.1 
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(i) the culvert shall provide a 20-year return period (five percent annual exceedance probability) flood 
flow capacity without increasing water levels to an extent and degree that will cause flooding of 
upstream, adjacent, or downstream properties;  and 

(j) the location is not within any urban area or settlement, or within one kilometre upstream or 
downstream of any urban area or settlement.360 

3. Any bridge shall be single span and shall not have piers or abutments within in, on, under or over361 the 
bed: and 

(a) the bridge span shall be no more than 10 metres long; and362 

(b) any such bridge and the approaches shall be designed so that a 20-year return period (five percent 
annual exceedance probability) flood event shall not cause any increase in upstream water levels; 
and 

(c)  the soffit (underside)of any bridge shall be higher than the top of the river bank, at least 363600 
millimetres above the level of fullest flow. 500 millimetres above the 20-year return period (five 
percent annual exceedance probability) flood level; and 

(d) no excavation or infilling of the banks or the bed of a river or stream shall be carried out; and 

(e) the bridge abutments shall be constructed parallel to the flow.364 

4. The activity or any associated equipment, materials or debris shall not obstruct or alter the passage of 
water or bed material in a manner that causes: 
(a) any increase in the risk or potential for flooding of surrounding lands;  
(b) any destabilising of lawfully established flood control structures or flood control vegetation or any 

other lawfully established structures within in, on, under or over365 the bed of a lake or river;  

(c) any increase in erosion of the river or lake bed; or 

(d) drainage of water from the bed or diversion of flows within the bed.366 

5. The activity shall not destabilise flood control vegetation. No vegetation used for flood control or bank 
stabilisation shall be disturbed, removed, damaged or destroyed, except by or on behalf of the person or 
agency responsible for maintaining that vegetation for flood control purposes.367 

6.   No plant species identified in Schedule BLR1 of this chapter shall be planted or introduced.368 

6.7. The activity shall not restrict access to flood control structures or flood control vegetation for the purposes 
of their repair or maintenance. 

7.8. The activity shall not obstruct the passage of fish both upstream and downstream, or and for the erection 
or placement of structures, shall not369 be undertaken within any significant salmon spawning sites listed 
in Schedule WQN14 in Chapter 5.370 

 8.9. Any discharge of sediment associated with the activity must be authorised under Rule WQL1 as a 
permitted activity, unless the discharge is caused by the installation of a culvert under Condition 2, in 
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 which case the discharge of sediment shall not breach the conditions of Rule WQL1 for more than 60 
minutes in any 24 hour period. 372A discharge of sediment into water shall not: 

(a) for more than a total of 60 minutes in any consecutive 24 hour period: 
(i) change the colour by more than five Munsell Units; or  
(ii) decrease the clarity by more than 20 percent; or  

(b) increase the embeddedness of the bed substrate by more than ten percent.373 

9.10. The activity and any associated equipment, materials or debris shall not obstruct or alter the navigation of 
the bed or water body in a manner that has the potential to causes374 injury to any person. 

W.  Any substance deposited in, on, under or over the bed associated with the activity, shall be of inert 
materials, uncontaminated with any hazardous substance and shall not be deposited into surface water or 
at or below the water table.375 

X.  Any deposited substance in, on, under or over the bed associated with the activity, such as riprap, fill 
material, retaining walls or anchored tree protection, which remains visible once the activity is complete 
shall be of colour and material type that blends with the surrounding natural environment.376 

Z.  The activity shall not include any refuelling of machinery or vehicles on the bed.377 

10.11. Upon completion of the activity: 
(a) any reject, surplus or unused bed material stored in the bed shall be spread out; 
(b) any excavated areas shall be left with battered slopes not exceeding a 3:1 slope angle (3 horizontal 

to 1 vertical) and any flow channels disturbed during the activity shall be reinstated; and 
(c) any equipment and temporary structures associated with the activity shall be removed from the bed. 

ZZ The activity shall not occur within any section of the bed that is tidal.378 

 Discretion379  

                                                 
372 BLR2.84 
373 BLR2.10, BLR2.233, BLR2.238, BLR2.239, BLR2.240 
374 BLR2.42, BLR2.242 
375 BLR2.7 
376 BLR2.7 
377 BLR2.63, BLR2.221 
378 WQN12.11 
379 BLR2.272 
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 The discretion is unlimited but shall include consideration of the following matters: 

1. Any changes to the dynamics of water flow likely to result from the activity and options to avoid, remedy or 
mitigate such changes. 

2. Any impacts of the activity on the natural character and integrity of the environment, including landscape 
values, instream values, areas of indigenous vegetation and the habitat of indigenous fauna, sites of 
significance to Ngai Tahu, and the options to minimise these effects by the location, design or timing of 
the activity.380 

(x) Financial contributions or bonds as specified in Part 6.11 of this chapter.381 

 

Cross reference: Policy BLR1 

For information only: 

1. Any taking, use, damming or diversion of water may have to comply with relevant rules set out in Proposed NRRP Chapter 7 Wetlands. 

X  Any discharge to water, including of sediment, caused by the activities addressed in Rule BLR3 must comply with the water quality rules in Chapter 4.382 

X. Any erection or placement of a structure may also need to meet requirements of rules or seek resource consent under the relevant District Plan or City Plan.383 

XX. Persons exercising this rule should be aware that permission may need to be obtained at their own expense from the legal owner or administering body of the bed and of the 
resource and/or the owner of land via which access to the riverbed is obtained.384 

                                                 
380 BLR2.272 
381 GEN3.23 
382 BLR2.10 
383 BLR2.56 
384 BLR2.244 
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 Rule BLR76  Land use activities adjacent to the bed of a lake or river that are within 7.5 metres of the bed or a flood 
protection structures385 – permitted activity 
Activity Conditions  Cross ref 

The use of land adjacent to the bed of a lake or river 
that is within 7.5 metres of the bed of a lake or river, 
or within 7.5 metres of386 any flood protection 
structure is: 

(a) a permitted activity provided the activity 
complies with all the conditions of this rule; 

(b) a prohibited activity where condition (5) 
is not complied with for which no consent 
can be applied for under Rule BLR9; or387 

(c) a discretionary activity where any other 
condition is not complied with, in which 
case the activity requires resource consent 
under Rule BLR8. 

 

1. The activity and any associated equipment, materials or debris shall not cause: 
(a) any increase in the risk or potential for flooding of surrounding lands; 
(b) any destabilising of lawfully established flood control structures or flood control vegetation or any 

other lawfully established structure within in, on, under or over388 the bed or margins of a lake or river 
or land adjacent to the bed389; or 

(c) any increase in erosion of a flood protection structure or the bed or margin of a lake or river or land 
adjacent to the bed390. 

2. No vegetation used for flood control, or bank stabilisation391 shall be disturbed, removed, damaged or 
destroyed except by or on behalf of the person or agency responsible for maintaining that vegetation for 
flood control purposes. 

3. Any discharge of sediment associated with the activity must be authorised under Rule WQL1 as a 
permitted activity. A discharge of sediment into water shall not: 
(a) for more than a total of 60 minutes in any consecutive 24 hour period: 

Policy:  
BLR1 
397 

                                                 
385 BLR2.256 
386 BLR2.256 
387 BLR2.252, BLR2.266, BLR2.267 
388 BLR1.6 
389 BLR1.19 
390 BLR1.19 
391 BLR2.259 
392 BLR2.10, BLR2.246, BLR2.256, BLR2.261, BLR2.262, BLR2.263, BLR2.264 
393 BLR2.265 
394 BLR2.252, BLR2.266, BLR2.267 
395 BLR2.193 
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Where Rule Applies:  

This rule does not apply to all areas/situations in the 
Canterbury region - see Table BLR2: Index of rules. 

(i) change the colour by more than five Munsell Units; or  
(ii) decrease the clarity by more than 20 percent; or  

(b) increase the embeddedness of the bed substrate by more than ten percent.392 

4. The activity shall not restrict access to flood control structures or flood control vegetation, or prevent 
access to the bed or banks of the river,393 for the purposes of their repair or maintenance. 

5. No plant species identified in Schedule BLR1 of this chapter shall be planted or introduced.394 

Y. No disturbed or cut vegetation shall be left in a position where it could enter surface water.395 

Z. The activity shall not include any refuelling of machinery or vehicles.396 

 Discretion398  

 1. Any impact of the activity on the stability, integrity or effectiveness of flood control structures or flood 
control vegetation. 

2. Any disruption or loss of access to flood control works or vegetation, or to the bed generally.  

3. Any impact on bank stability, bank erosion or sediment movement into the bed. 

4. Impacts on other lawfully established activities within the bed or land adjacent to the bed, or to access to 
such activities. 

5. Any impacts of the activity on the natural character and landscape values, areas of indigenous vegetation 
and the habitat of indigenous fauna, particularly habitat important for lifecycle stages of aquatic fauna, 
sites of significance to Ngai Tahu or heritage sites.399 

(x) Financial contributions or bonds as specified in Part 6.11 of this chapter.400 

 

Cross reference: Policy BLR1 

For information only: 

1. For assistance in determining the location of the margins land adjacent to the beds401 of lakes and rivers, please refer to 6.2.2.2 Bed, bank, or margin, page 6-2 the diagram 
below Rule BLR3.402  

X  Any discharge to water, including of sediment, caused by the activities addressed in Rule BLR3 must comply with the water quality rules in Chapter 4.403 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
396 BLR2.256 
397 BLR2.1 
398 BLR2.272 
399 BLR2.272 
400 GEN3.23 
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 X. Activities permitted by this rule may also need to meet requirements of rules or seek resource consent under the relevant District Plan or City Plan.404 

XX. Persons exercising this rule should be aware that permission may need to be obtained at their own expense from the legal owner or administering body of the bed and of the 
resource and/or the owner of land via which access to the riverbed is obtained.405 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
401 BLR1.19 
402 BLR1.16 
403 BLR2.10 
404 BLR2.248, BLR2.268 
405 BLR2.268 




