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NOTE:  This is a summary of the decisions requested by submitters.  
Anyone making further submissions should refer to a copy of the original 
submission rather than rely solely on the summary of decisions 
requested. 
 
Where a decision requested by a submitter was unclear, Council staff, pursuant to 
Section 37 of the Resource Management Act 1991, contacted submitters and sought 
clarification.  Where clarification information has not been received, Environment 
Canterbury staff have interpreted these submissions to the best of their ability, to 
identify the decision being sought. 
 
 
 
 
 
Refer to the following pages of the Summary of Decisions Requested for the list of 
Submitters and Addresses for Service and for the full Location reference of 
Submission by Submitter list. 
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GUIDELINES ON HOW TO USE THIS DOCUMENT 
 
This document contains a Summary of Decisions Requested (SODR). The format of this 
document is arranged on a provision-by-provision basis. A provision is a part of Variation 13 to 
the Proposed Natural Resources Regional Plan (Proposed NRRP), such as Policy AQL38 etc. 
Each provision heading is identified by a location reference and a description of the provision, 
e.g. 

3-8-1  Policy AQL38 Avoid discharges from open fires in the Ashburton  Clean Air Zones 1 and 2 
 
Under each provision heading there is a table made up of the location reference, the submitter’s 
number and the submission point number, the submitter’s name, and the summary of the 
decision requested by the submitter. The header at the top of each page provides the label for 
each column. An example is set out below: 
 

3-8-1  Policy AQL38 Avoid discharges from open fires in the Ashburton  Clean Air Zones 1 and 2 

Location Sub 
No/point Submitter  Summary of Decision Requested 

3-8-1 2.2 Roger M Vessey Do not phase out open fires in the Ashburton urban area. 
 
 
The location reference relates to the Variation 13 document and consists of a chapter, page 
and line number and identifies the particular part of the Proposed NRRP that a submission point 
relates to. It is made up as follows: 
 
 

Column number  
(where appropriate e.g. Activity column in rules 
tables) 

 
Chapter    3-6-3E1     Column line number  

(where appropriate e.g. in rules tables) 
 

Page  Line number 
Number  on page 

  
i.e. 3-6-3E1 refers to Chapter 3, page 6 , line 3, column E, line 1. 
 
The Sub No/point is the submission number assigned to each submitter along with a 
submission point number for each decision requested by a submitter.  The Summary of 
Decision Requested conveys what changes to the Proposed Plan, if any, that are being sought 
by the submitter. 
 
All submissions made on a specific provision are grouped together under its provision title and 
listed in numerical order. 
 
To find the submission number for a specific submitter, refer to the list of “Submitters and 
Addresses for Service” later in this document (refer to Contents page). 
 
To use the “Location reference of Submission by Submitter” index: 

 First find the submitter number under the “Submitters and Addresses for Service” index; 
 Locate the submitter’s number in the “Location Reference Index” 
 The list of numbers next to the submitter number and name shows the location 

reference of the submission points that each submitter has made, e.g. 3-10 9, 3-11 4, 3-
13 1, 3-14 1. 

 To find a location reference, choose the appropriate chapter of the summary of 
decisions and look for that location reference. From the title of the provision at the top 
(first occurrence) of that location reference, look for the submitter number - the 
submitter numbers are listed in numerical order within that provision. 
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Excerpts in the SODR from Variation 13 of the Proposed NRRP are quoted in "italics”, and 
where new wording is sought by the submitter, they are also "underlined". Note that deletions of 
any words or text are not always apparent, so comparisons with Variation 13 of the Proposed 
NRRP may be required.  
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GUIDELINES FOR MAKING FURTHER SUBMISSIONS ON 
VARIATION 13 OF THE PROPOSED NATURAL RESOURCES 

REGIONAL PLAN FOR CANTERBURY 
 
INTRODUCTION 
This is the second stage of the public submission process when everyone has the opportunity to  
support or oppose any points raised in the original submissions to Variation 13 of the 
Proposed Natural Resources Regional Plan (Proposed NRRP).  These comments are called 
further submissions.  

This document provides a summary of the decisions requested from the first stage of the 
submission process on Variation 13 to the Proposed NRRP.  All submitters have been given a 
submission number and each decision requested is assigned a submission point number.  For 
example, Horticulture New Zealand is submitter number 1, and following this submitter number 
are submission point numbers for every decision they requested i.e. 1.1, 1.2, 1.5, 1.7 etc. 

Each original submission has been summarised to identify the decisions requested. Each 
decision requested has been referenced to the appropriate provisions in Variation 13 to the 
Proposed NRRP and grouped by the submitter number in numerical order.  The reference 
system used is by “Location”.  This location reference is made up of the chapter number, page 
number, line number and where appropriate, the column number.  For example, 3-11 4 refers to 
Chapter 3, page 11, line 4.  

If decisions requested were of a very general nature and were not readily linked to a specific 
provision in Variation 13 to the Proposed NRRP, then these have been given the location 
reference 3-0-0 and appear first in the Summary of Decisions Requested.  

Anyone is welcome to make further submissions to Variation 13 to the Proposed NRRP.  
However, these can only be made in support of or in opposition to points raised in the 
original submissions and you must provide reasons for your support or opposition.  You are 
not able to raise any new points at this stage. 
 

 
HOW TO FILL OUT THE FORM 
A further submission form has been provided on the following page for your use.  Please use a 
separate copy of the form for each submission you wish to comment on.  If you do not wish 
to use this form, please make sure that you follow the requirements of the submission form to 
provide the correct information. 

The following guidelines are to assist you in making your further submission.  They refer to each 
section of the form provided. 

Part A 
Name and address, contact phone/fax numbers etc and signature are important to validate the 
further submission and enable the Council to contact you during the processing of submissions.  
Print clearly giving full details.  Submissions without this information will not be processed. 

Part B 

After all submissions and further submissions have been analysed, the Council will hold 
hearings to listen to submitters who wish to speak to their submission before it makes decisions.  
Tick the first box if you do not wish to speak at the hearings.  Tick the second box if you would 
like to speak to your submission at these hearings.  

If other people have made similar submissions you may be invited by the Council to contribute 
to a joint presentation at the hearing.  Tick the third box if you are happy to do this. 
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Part C 

Your further submission should be brief, concise and clearly referenced to the specific part(s) of 
the original submission.  Steps (1)-(4) below refer to each column of the form in Part C.  Follow 
these steps for each further submission you are making on Variation 13 to the Proposed 
Natural Resources Regional Plan.  All points raised relating to a particular original submission 
can be listed on the same page (for example if you are commenting on a number of submission 
points from one submitter).  However a separate copy of the form is required for each original 
submission you make a further submission on. 

(1) The original submission my further submission relates to is: 
You must provide the name and address of the person or group making the original 
submission, together with the submission number that is clearly displayed on both the 
original submission and in the summary. 

You may make a further submission on your own original submission if you feel that the 
Council’s summary does not accurately/adequately cover the points you raised.  To do this 
you would oppose the stated decision requested and seek to have it replaced with what you 
think it should be, however, you cannot raise any new points at this stage to extend your 
submission. Also note that the Council will consider your complete submission, not just the 
summary, as part of the decision making process. 

(2) The particular part of the original submission I am referring to is: 
You can refer to either the entire original submission or to a particular point/s in the original 
submission.  You may want to support some of the decisions requested and oppose others 
within the same original submission. Each decision requested must be itemised separately 
in columns (2), (3) and (4) for each decision requested raised. 

To do this, quote the submitter number and point number. E.g. 1.2 

(3) In this column use S or O to indicate whether you are supporting or opposing the decision 
requested. 

(4) State concisely your reasons for support or opposition and indicate whether you 
wish the submission (or in part) to be allowed or disallowed: 
You must provide clear reasons why you wish to support or oppose a particular original 
submission, and indicate whether the submission be allowed or disallowed.  You must do 
this for every decision requested. You may not raise any new requests at this stage.  

Example: 
“My reasons for opposing Mr Smith Jones, Submission 111.999, is that the amendment 
requested to Poicy AQL XY is not appropriate because it would … I request that submission 
111.999 be disallowed” 

(Here the further submitter has used reasoning to justify their position in opposing the 
decision requested by the original submission which was to amend Policy AQL XY.) 

 

Part D 
You are required under the Resource Management Act 1991 to send a copy of your further 
submission to the person or organisation whose original submission you have submitted on 
within five working days of sending the further submission to Environment Canterbury.  
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Continue over page, as necessary 

Insert full name of individual or organisation making the Submission 

FURTHER SUBMISSIONS ON VARIATION 13 OF THE PROPOSED NATURAL RESOURCES 
REGIONAL PLAN FOR CANTERBURY 

 

 

Form 6:  Further Submissions on a Publicly 
Notified Variation of a Proposed Policy Statement 
or Regional Plan under Clause 8 of the First 
Schedule to the Resource Management Act 1991 

 B   Tick this box if you do not wish to be heard in support of your further 
submission. 

     Tick this box if you do wish to be heard in support of your further 
submission; and 

     Tick this box if you would be prepared to consider presenting your further 
submission in a joint case with others making a similar further 
submission at any hearing. 

A 
Submitters Full Name: ________________________________________ 

Address for Service:  _________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________Postcode_____________ 
 

Contact Name (if different from above):  
____________________________________________________________ 
 

Email__________________________________  Phone: ______________ 

Signature: _______________________________ Date: _______________ 
 
(Signature of submitter or person authorised to sign on behalf of person / organisation  making the 
submission) 
Please note: 
(1) all submissions must be in a hardcopy form that is signed. 
(2) all information contained in a submission under the Resource Management Act 1991, including 
names and addresses for service, becomes public information. 

 Return your further submissions by 5 p.m., Friday 21 November 2008 to: 
Variation 13 Proposed Natural Resources Regional Plan 
Environment Canterbury  
Freepost 1201 
P O Box 345 
Christchurch  

Postal Address of original submission: Original Submission Number (ie. 1, 2, 6 etc): C (1) Name of person or group making original submission: 
  

   

    (2) The part of the submission I am referring to: 
(Specify submitter number and submission point 
number e.g. 35.8) 

(3) Write support (S) or 
oppose (O): 

(4) Give reasons for your support or opposition, and indicate whether the whole (or part) of the 
submission be allowed (or disallowed).   
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D Remember: After you have sent this form to Environment Canterbury, a copy of this further submission(s) must be sent within 5 working days to the person who made the 
original submission. 

 

Add further pages as required 
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Location reference of Submission by Submitter 
 
 
SubID Submitter                                       Location reference 

1 Brian and Shirley Goodwin  3-0 00, 3-5 10, 3-12 20 

2 Roger M Vessey 3-0 00, 3-8 10, 3-9 10, 3-15 10  

3 Emily Symons 3-8 10, 3-12 20, 3-23 10 

4 Solid Energy NZ Ltd and Solid Energy 
Renewable Fuels 3-0 00, 3-26 10 

5 Horticulture New Zealand 3-14 10, 3-15 10, 3-20 10, 3-27 10 

6 Federated Farmers - Mid Canterbury 
Province 3-5 10, 3-12 20, 3-15 1, 3-15 10 
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Submitters and Addresses for Service 
 
 

SubID Submitter Contact Address 

1 Brian and Shirley Goodwin   42 Havelock Street 
ASHBURTON 

2 Roger M Vessey   98 Chalmers Avenue 
ASHBURTON 

3 Emily Symons   PO Box 503 
ASHBURTON 7740 

4 Solid Energy NZ Ltd and Solid 
Energy Renewable Fuels Maree Baker 

Level 10, Otago House 
Cnr Morey Place & Princess 
Street 
Dunedin 9016 

5 Horticulture New Zealand Chris Keenan PO Box 10-232 
WELLINGTON 

6 Federated Farmers - Mid 
Canterbury Province Sonia Voldseth PO Box 1992 

CHRISTCHURCH 
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Summary of Submissions Requested:   
Variation 13 to the Proposed Canterbury Natural Resources Regional Plan, Chapter 3: Air Quality. Plan 
provisions relating to the management of PM10 contaminant in Ashburton 

3-0-0  General  
Location Sub No/point Submitter  Summary of Decision Requested 
3-0-0 1.1 Brian and Shirley Goodwin Extend timeframe for phasing out and replacing older solid fuel burners. 
3-0-0 1.2 Brian and Shirley Goodwin Retain provisions regarding domestic solid fuel burners for new houses and replacement burners.  
3-0-0 1.3 Brian and Shirley Goodwin Adopt Variation 13 only once the Government can guarantee constant, sustainable and affordable power 

supply. 
3-0-0 1.4 Brian and Shirley Goodwin Reduce or ban the use of coal as a starting measure and see what the effect is, instead of using blanket bans 

of solid fuel burners. 
3-0-0 1.6 Brian and Shirley Goodwin Implement measures to prevent pollution from the burning of unsuitable materials (e.g. rubbish) in approved 

solid fuel burning devices. 
3-0-0 2.1 Roger M Vessey Delete each separate provision of Variation 13. 
3-0-0 4.1 Solid Energy NZ Ltd and 

Solid Energy Renewable 
Fuels 

Retain the Variation as proposed, with the exception of rules relating to large scale fuel burning devices. (See 
submission point 4.2 to 4.4.) 

3-5-1  Objective AQL6 Objective for PM10 ambient air quality in the  Ashburton Clean Air Zones 1 and 2 
Location Sub No/point Submitter  Summary of Decision Requested 
3-5-1 1.5 Brian and Shirley Goodwin Lower the compliance requirements for Ashburton to account for its cold climate and weather extremes. 
3-5-1 6.1 Federated Farmers - Mid 

Canterbury Province 
Retain Objective AQL6. 

3-8-1  Policy AQL38 Avoid discharges from open fires in the Ashburton  Clean Air Zones 1 and 2 
Location Sub No/point Submitter  Summary of Decision Requested 
3-8-1 2.2 Roger M Vessey Do not phase out open fires in the Ashburton urban area. 
3-8-1 3.1 Emily Symons Do not ban open fires through Policy AQL38. Consider practical rather than draconian control to address 

emissions from open fires, such as encouraging (even financially) tarpaulins and woodshed covers to 
promote drier firewood. 

3-9-1  Policy AQL39 Emissions from enclosed burners in the  Ashburton Clean Air Zone 1 
Location Sub No/point Submitter  Summary of Decision Requested 
3-9-1 2.3 Roger M Vessey Do not phase out older wood burners in the Ashburton urban area.  
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3-12-2  Policy AQL43 Mitigate financial, social and health effects 
Location Sub No/point Submitter  Summary of Decision Requested 
3-12-2 1.7 Brian and Shirley Goodwin Change emergency provision to account for the fact that chimneys that have not been used for years and are 

used in an emergency could be a safety hazard. 
3-12-2 3.3 Emily Symons Consider high power usage to be classified as an emergency and help reduce overall electricity usage by 

using cleaner burning open fires and log burners, including wetbacks. 
3-12-2 6.7 Federated Farmers - Mid 

Canterbury Province 
Include an exception for emergencies similar to that found in Policy AQL44 in Clean Air Zones 1 and 2 for the 
use of open fires for Rule AQL96. 

3-14-1  Policy AQL46 Emissions from large scale fuel burning devices in  the Ashburton Clean Air Zone 2 
Location Sub No/point Submitter  Summary of Decision Requested 
3-14-1 5.7 Horticulture New Zealand Retain Policy AQL46. 

3-15-1  Policy AQL47 Restrict discharges to air from outdoor burning in  the Ashburton Clean Air Zones 1 and 2 
Location Sub No/point Submitter  Summary of Decision Requested 
3-15-1 2.4 Roger M Vessey Do not restrict outdoor burning in and adjacent to Ashburton. 
3-15-1 5.1 Horticulture New Zealand Amend Policy AQL47 to provide for outdoor burning in Clean Air Zone 2 between May and September when 

the circumstances will not contribute to PM10 levels in Clean Air Zone 1.  
3-15-1 5.2 Horticulture New Zealand Replace Policy AQL47(a) with "where there is diseased material that needs to be destroyed by burning". 
3-15-1 5.3 Horticulture New Zealand Replace Explanation and Reasons for Policy AQL47 with "Outdoor burning in the Ashburton Clean Air Zones 

1 and 2, if not managed appropriately, could contribute to PM10 levels. The policy establishes a framework 
for such burning to be managed appropriately".  

3-15-1 6.4 Federated Farmers - Mid 
Canterbury Province 

Amend Policy AQL47 to allow for small amounts of plastic and/or treated wood, and diseased vegetation and 
animal carcasses to also be burned during the period of May to September. 

3-15-1 6.5 Federated Farmers - Mid 
Canterbury Province 

Clarify Policy AQL47(d) such that it is clear how farmers will know whether or not Objective AQL6 has been 
met. 

3-15-1 6.6 Federated Farmers - Mid 
Canterbury Province 

Clarify Policy AQL47(e) such that it is clear how farmers will know whether or not Objective AQL6 has been 
met. 

3-20-1  Rule AQL97 Outdoor burning in the Ashburton Clean Air Zones 1  and 2 - non-complying activity 
Location Sub No/point Submitter  Summary of Decision Requested 
3-20-1 5.4 Horticulture New Zealand Delete Clean Air Zone 2 from Rule AQL97. 
3-20-1 5.5 Horticulture New Zealand Amend Rule AQL97 to a restricted discretionary activity, state the matters over which discretion is sought and 

include provision that applications be considered without notification or the need to obtain written approval 
from affected parties. 

3-20-1 5.6 Horticulture New Zealand Add a new permitted activity Rule AQL97A as follows: 
"Outdoor burning may be undertaken between May and September as follows: 
1. The material to be burned is vegetation from production land in Ashburton Clean Air Zone 2. 
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2. The amount of material to be burned on one property at any one time shall have a footprint not greater 
than 4 metres by 4 metres and shall not be piled higher than 2 metres from ground level. 
3. The discharge shall not occur from the combustion of material with a moisture content of more than 25% 
dry weight, or if the moisture content cannot be determined, the material shall have been left to dry for at 
least six weeks prior to burning and within the two days prior to burning there shall have been less than 5mm 
of rainfall. 
4. The discharge shall not occur outside the hours of 8am to 2pm. 
5. The discharge shall not occur when the wind causes particles such as smoke to move towards Ashburton 
Clean Air Zone 1. 
6. The discharge shall only occur if the wind speed is not less than 5 metres per second, measured at 1 
metre above ground level. 
7. The dispersal or deposition of particles shall not cause an objectionable or offensive effect beyond the 
boundary of the property where the discharge originates. 
8. The burn shall be supervised at all times. 
9. Written records of burning shall be kept. The records shall include: 
(a) Condition of the material burned 
(b) Size of the burn 
(c) Time of the day of the burn 
(d) Duration of the burn 
(e) Wind speed and direction during the burn 
(f) Supervisor present 

3-20-1 6.2 Federated Farmers - Mid 
Canterbury Province 

Make outdoor burning from May to September in Clean Air Zone 2 a permitted activity subject to the following 
conditions: 
1. The material to be burned is vegetation or animal carcasses from production land in Ashburton Clean Air 
Zone 2. This includes diseased vegetation and diseased animals. 
2. The amount of material to be burned on one property at any one time shall have a footprint not greater 
than 4 metres by 4 metres and shall not be piled higher than 2 metres from ground level. 
3. The discharge shall not occur from the combustion of material with a moisture content of more than 25% 
dry weight, or if the moisture content cannot be determined, the material shall have been left to dry for at 
least six weeks prior to burning and within the two days prior to burning there shall have been less than 5mm 
of rainfall. 
4. The discharge shall not occur when the wind causes particles such as smoke to move towards Clean Air 
Zone 1. 
5. The discharge shall only occur if the wind speed is not less than 5m/s, measured at 1 metre above ground 
level. 
6. The dispersal or deposition of particles shall not cause an objectionable or offensive effect beyond the 
boundary of the property where the discharge originates. 
7. The burn shall be supervised at all times. 

3-20-1 6.3 Federated Farmers - Mid 
Canterbury Province 

As an alternative to submission point 6.2, retain the provision allowing Ashburton District Council to 
promulgate a bylaw for outdoor burning.  
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3-23-1  Rule AQL100 Open fires existing on the date of public  notification of Variation 13 in the Ashburton Clean Air Zone 1 -  non-complying activity 
Location Sub No/point Submitter  Summary of Decision Requested 
3-23-1 3.2 Emily Symons Do not ban open fires through Rule AQL100. Consider practical rather than draconian control to address 

emissions from open fires, such as encouraging (even financially) tarpaulins and woodshed covers to 
promote drier firewood. 

3-26-1  Rule AQL103 Combustion of solid fuel or light fuel oil in new,  replacement or upgraded large scale fuel burning devices in the  Ashburton Clean Air 
Zones 1 and 2 
Location Sub No/point Submitter  Summary of Decision Requested 
3-26-1 4.2 Solid Energy NZ Ltd and 

Solid Energy Renewable 
Fuels 

Add a new provision for the replacement of existing large scale solid fuel burning devices with a combined 
heat output greater than 40kW and less than or equal to 500kW, with large scale wood pellet burning devices 
with a combined heat output greater than 40kW and less than or equal to 500kW, in Ashburton CAZ 1 and 2, 
as a controlled activity. 
 
Suggested text for a new rule based on or similar to the Christchurch Clean Air Zone, as follows: 
 
"Activity: 
Notwithstanding Rules AQL18,  AQL18A and 18D, and except where prohibited by Rule AQL12, the 
discharge of contaminants into air from burning of wood pellet fuel in the Christchurch Clean Air Zones 1 and 
2 in any large scale wood pellet burning devices having a net combined heat output capacity within one 
property of greater than 40 kilowatts and less than or equal to 500 kilowatts is a controlled activity. 
 
Standards/Terms 
1. Any discharge to air from a large scale wood pellet burning device shall be in replacement of discharges 

to air from a large scale fuel burning device burning solid fuel of the same or greater heat output capacity 
which was legally established and operating up to the time of replacement. 

2. Any discharge of contaminant into air shall not be of a greater rate or quantum than which could have 
been lawfully discharged on 1 September 2008. 

3. The concentration of total suspended particulate in combustion gas discharged from all emission 
stack(s), measured according to the requirements described in Schedule AQL6, shall not exceed 125 
milligrams per cubic metre of air adjusted to 0 Celsius, dry gas basis, 101.3 kilopascals, and 8% oxygen 
or 12% carbon dioxide.  

4. The discharge into air shall occur via a emission stack at a height of at least 7 metres above ground level 
and at least 3 metres above the ridge line of the roof of any building, land or other substantial structure 
within a distance of five times the height of that building, land or structure. 

5. The discharge shall be directed vertically into air and shall not be impeded by any obstruction above the 
stack which decreases the vertical efflux velocity, below that which would occur in the absence of such 
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obstruction. 
6. The discharge shall only be a result of the combustion of wood pellet fuel meeting the criteria in AS/NZS 

4014:6:2007 (except that pellets may be made from wood sawdust or wood shavings containing a minor 
or incidental amount of antisapstain chemicals). 

7. The opacity of the discharge at the emission exit shall not be darker than Ringelmann Shade No. 1, as 
described in New Zealand Standard 5201:1973, except: 

(a) in the case of a cold start for a period not exceeding 30 minutes in operation; and 
(b)  for a period not exceeding a total of four minutes in each succeeding hour of operation. 
 

Restriction of discretion 
Environment Canterbury will reserve control over the following matters in imposing any conditions: 
1. Localised adverse effects from the discharge of contaminants to air relating to odour, suspended 

particulate and deposited particulate 
2. The extent to which the best practicable option in relation to the concentration of total suspended 

particulate in combustion gas discharged is or should be adopted to prevent or minimise localised 
adverse effects and adverse effects on ambient air quality. 

3. The fuel burning rate. 
4. Any measures necessary to ensure the ability of the equipment to disperse contaminants, including 

chimney height, chimney design and emission velocity. 
5. Any steps to be taken to ensure maintenance of the fuel-burning equipment. 
6. Carrying out of measurements, samples, analyses, surveys, investigations, or inspection, including: 

(a) monitoring contaminant concentrations;  
(b) monitoring the opacity of the discharge;  
(c) recording of the quantity of fuel used; 
(d) monitoring the emission rate of contaminants; and 
(e) analysing the cumulative effects of the discharge, in combination with discharges from other sources.  

7. Provisions of information to the consent authority at specified times. 
8. Compliance with monitoring, sampling and analysis conditions at the consent holder’s expense. 
9. Duration of consent. 
10. Review of conditions of consent and the timing and purpose of the review 
 
Notification 
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In accordance with section 94D(2), an application for resource consent required by this rule does not need to 
be notified, and in accordance with section 94D(3), notice of such an application does not need to be 
served." 

3-26-1 4.3 Solid Energy NZ Ltd and 
Solid Energy Renewable 
Fuels 

Add a new provision for the replacement of existing large scale solid fuel burning devices with a combined 
heat output greater than 500kW to 1MW, with large scale wood pellet burning devices with a combined heat 
output greater than 500kW to 1MW, in Ashburton CAZ 1 and 2, as a restricted discretionary activity. 
 
Suggested text for a new rule based on or similar to the Christchurch Clean Air Zone, as follows: 
 
"Activity: 
Notwithstanding Rules AQL18, AQL18A and 18D, and except where prohibited by Rule AQL12, the 
discharge of contaminants into air from burning of wood pellet fuel in the Christchurch Clean Air Zones 1 and 
2 in any large scale wood pellet burning devices having a net combined heat output capacity within one 
property of greater than 500 kilowatt and less than or equal to 1megawatt is a restricted discretionary activity. 
 
Standards/Terms 
1. Any discharge to air from a large scale wood pellet burning device shall be in replacement of discharges 

to air from a large scale fuel burning device burning solid fuel of the same or greater less heat output 
capacity which was legally established and operating up to the time of replacement. 

2. Any discharge of contaminant into air shall not be of a greater rate or quantum than which could have 
been lawfully discharged on 1 September 2008. 

3. The concentration of total suspended particulate in combustion gas discharged from all emission 
stack(s), measured according to the requirements described in Schedule AQL6, shall not exceed 125 
milligrams per cubic metre of air adjusted to 0 Celsius, dry gas basis, 101.3 kilopascals, and 8% oxygen 
or 12% carbon dioxide.  

4. The discharge into air shall occur via a emission stack at a height of at least 7 metres above ground level 
and at least 3 metres above the ridge line of the roof of any building, land or other substantial structure 
within a distance of five times the height of that building, land or structure. 

5. The discharge shall be directed vertically into air and shall not be impeded by any obstruction above the 
stack which decreases the vertical efflux velocity, below that which would occur in the absence of such 
obstruction. 

6. The discharge shall only be a result of the combustion of wood pellet fuel meeting the criteria in AS/NZS 
4014:6:2007 (except that pellets may be made from wood sawdust or wood shavings containing a minor 
or incidental amount of antisapstain chemicals). 

7. The opacity of the discharge at the emission exit shall not be darker than Ringelmann Shade No. 1, as 
described in New Zealand Standard 5201:1973, except: 
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(a) in the case of a cold start for a period not exceeding 30 minutes in operation; and 
(b) for a period not exceeding a total of four minutes in each succeeding hour of operation. 

 
 
Restriction of discretion: 
Environment Canterbury’s discretion is restricted to the following matters: 
1. Localised adverse effects from the discharge of contaminants to air relating to odour, suspended 

particulate and deposited particulate 
2. The extent to which the best practicable option in relation to the concentration of total suspended 

particulate in combustion gas discharged is or should be adopted to prevent or minimise localised 
adverse effects and adverse effects on ambient air quality. 

3. The fuel burning rate. 
4. Any measures necessary to ensure the ability of the equipment to disperse contaminants, including 

chimney height, chimney design and emission velocity. 
5. Any steps to be taken to ensure maintenance of the fuel-burning equipment. 
6. Carrying out of measurements, samples, analyses, surveys, investigations, or inspection, including: 

(a) monitoring contaminant concentrations;  
(b) monitoring the opacity of the discharge;  
(c) recording of the quantity of fuel used; 
(d) monitoring the emission rate of contaminants; and 
(e) analysing the cumulative effects of the discharge, in combination with discharges from other sources.  

7. Provisions of information to the consent authority at specified times. 
8. Compliance with monitoring, sampling and analysis conditions at the consent holder’s expense. 
9. Duration of consent. 
10. Review of conditions of consent and the timing and purpose of the review. 
 
Notification 
In accordance with section 94D(2), an application for resource consent required by this rule does not need to 
be notified." 

3-26-1 4.4 Solid Energy NZ Ltd and 
Solid Energy Renewable 
Fuels 

Add a new provision for new large scale wood pellet burning devices with a combined heat output less than 
or equal to 500kW, and large scale wood pellet burning devices with a combined heat output less than or 
equal to 500kW replacing existing large scale non-solid fuel burning devices, in Ashburton CAZ 1 and 2, as a 
controlled activity. 
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Suggested text for a new rule based on or similar to the Christchurch Clean Air Zone, as follows: 
 
"Activity: 
Notwithstanding Rule AQL18 and AQL18A, except where subject to Rules AQL18B and AQL18C, and except 
where prohibited by Rule AQL12, the discharge of contaminants into air from burning of wood pellet fuel in 
the Christchurch Clean Air Zones 1 and 2 in any large scale wood pellet burning devices having a net 
combined heat output capacity within one property of less than or equal to 500 kilowatt is a restricted 
discretionary activity. 
 
Standards/Terms: 
1. The concentration of total suspended particulate in combustion gas discharged from all emission 

stack(s), measured according to the requirements described in Schedule AQL6, shall not exceed 72 
milligrams per cubic metre of air adjusted to 0 Celsius, dry gas basis, 101.3 kilopascals, and 8% oxygen 
or 12% carbon dioxide.  

2. The discharge into air shall occur via a emission stack at a height of at least 7 metres above ground level 
and at least 3 metres above the ridge line of the roof of any building, land or other substantial structure 
within a distance of five times the height of that building, land or structure. 

3. The discharge shall be directed vertically into air and shall not be impeded by any obstruction above the 
stack which decreases the vertical efflux velocity, below that which would occur in the absence of such 
obstruction. 

4. The discharge shall only be a result of the combustion of wood pellet fuel meeting the criteria in AS/NZS 
4014:6:2007 (except that pellets may be made from wood sawdust or wood shavings containing a minor 
or incidental amount of antisapstain chemicals). 

5. The opacity of the discharge at the emission exit shall not be darker than Ringelmann Shade No. 1, as 
described in New Zealand Standard 5201:1973, except: 

(a) in the case of a cold start for a period not exceeding 30 minutes in operation; and 
(b) for a period not exceeding a total of four minutes in each succeeding hour of operation. 
 
Restriction of discretion: 
Environment Canterbury’s discretion is restricted to the following matters: 
1. In the context of Policy AQL19, existing and predicted PM10 ambient air quality, including the achievement 

of any relevant national environment standard,  
2. Localised adverse effects from the discharge of contaminants to air relating to odour, suspended 

particulate and deposited particulate 
3. The extent to which the best practicable option in relation to the concentration of total suspended 

particulate in combustion gas discharged is or should be adopted to prevent or minimise localised 
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adverse effects and adverse effects on ambient air quality. 
4. Any offset of the PM10 emissions related to the large scale wood pellet burning device. 
5. The number of the large scale wood pellet burning devices sought to be authorised in relation to the 

projected demand over the next 24-month period for the installation of that type of device or the 
equivalent to ten 300 kilowatt large scale wood pellet burning devices, whichever is the greatest. 

6. The fuel burning rate. 
7. Any measures necessary to ensure the ability of the equipment to disperse contaminants, including 

chimney height, chimney design and emission velocity. 
8. Any steps to be taken to ensure maintenance of the fuel-burning equipment. 
9. Carrying out of measurements, samples, analyses, surveys, investigations, or inspection, including: 

(a) monitoring contaminant concentrations;  
(b) monitoring the opacity of the discharge;  
(c) recording of the quantity of fuel used; 
(d) monitoring the emission rate of contaminants; and 
(e) analysing the cumulative effects of the discharge, in combination with discharges from other sources.  

10. Provisions of information to the consent authority at specified times. 
11. Compliance with monitoring, sampling and analysis conditions at the consent holder’s expense. 
12. Duration of consent. 
13. Review of conditions of consent and the timing and purpose of the review. 
 
Notification 
In accordance with section 94D(2), an application for resource consent required by this rule does not need to 
be notified, and in accordance with section 94D(3), notice of such an application does not need to be served 
if the application is for more than one large scale wood pellet burning device located on more than one 
property at yet to be determined locations." 

3-27-1  Rule AQL105 Large scale fuel burning devices burning solid fuel  or light fuel oil that do not meet the standards set by Rules  AQL103 and AQL104 in 
the Ashburton Clean Air Zones 1 and 2 
Location Sub No/point Submitter  Summary of Decision Requested 
3-27-1 5.8 Horticulture New Zealand Include a permitted activity rule to provide for existing large scale burning devices in Ashburton Clean Air 

Zone 2.  
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