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Water Quantity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is a summary only, the text that follows contains the actual Environment Canterbury policy. 

 
(1) Competing demands for water from the Opihi River and lagoon, its tributaries, and hydraulically connected 

groundwater, the effects of abstraction on river ecology and natural character, and effects of land use on flow 
patterns. 

(2) The effects of augmentation on river ecology, natural character, cultural values and the allocation of water. 

(1) Achieve sufficient quantities of water to enable 
people to benefit from the water resource while: 

 • safeguarding sources of drinking water, life 
supporting capacity, habitat, indigenous 
vegetation and mahinga kai; 

 • protecting wahi tapu and other wahi taonga; 
 • preserving the natural character of lakes, 

rivers, and their margins and protect them from 
inappropriate use and development; 

 • protecting habitat of trout and salmon; 
 • maintaining and enhancing amenity values.  
(2) Provide for the augmentation of flows to protect and 

enhance overall ecological functioning and other 
instream values and enable efficient and equitable 
use of water by those who augment. 

Objectives 

 
 
 
(1) River flows. 
(2) River flows and abstractions relative to those 

quantities prior to the plan. 
(3) Adoption of efficient methods of using water. 
(4) The ecological status of river ecosystems. 
(5) Compliance with conditions on water permits. 
(6) Incidents reported to the Environment 

Canterbury relating to low river flows. 

Monitoring 

 
(1) Set and maintain instream flow and abstraction 

regimes to enable abstraction and use while meeting 
the requirements of Objective (1). 

(2) Promote efficiency in the use of water. 
(3) Provide for lesser restrictions to apply to community 

water supply schemes. 
(4) Set allocation limits to give priority to existing "A" 

permit holders but allow "B" permits to be exercised 
at high flows. Set "A" allocation limits for the Opihi 
River and "A" and "B" allocation limits for the Temuka 
River. 

(5) Provide for the opening of the Opihi River mouth for 
flood mitigation and for water quality, fish passage 
and cultural purposes. 

(6) Investigate effects of land use on water yields before 
controlling land use for this purpose. 

(7) Allow those who augment the Opihi River to abstract 
provided minimum flows are maintained. 

(8) Those not augmenting the Opihi River flows will only 
be able to abstract on the basis of the unmodified 
flow, not the actual flow. 

 
 
(1) Sufficient flows of water in the rivers to potect 

instream values. 
(2) Efficiency in the use of water. 
(3) Greater availability and enhanced supply of water 

for abstractive and instream uses. 

Environmental 
Results 

 
(1) Investigations 
(2) Information and education 
(3) Water user groups 
(4) Works-Opihi River Mouth Openings 
(5) Resource Consents 
(6) Regional Rules 

Methods 

Policies 

Issues
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