
 

DW Reference: E1613

20/10/2016 

 
Bas Veendrick    
Water Services Leader  
Pattle Delamore Partners Limited 
295 Blenheim Road 
Upper Riccarton 
Christchurch 8041 

Dear Bas 

RE: BCI Akarana Pond – ECan Review of Draft Assessment of Environmental Effects 

We respond to your email dated 18/10/2016 outlining a review by Environment Canterbury 
(ECan) on the draft Assessment of Environmental Effects (AEE) for the proposed BCI Akarana 
Pond. 

The ECan review suggested that the following information should be provided as part of the 
resource consent application for the proposed BCI Akarana Pond, based on on guidance from a 
recent interim decision of the Environment Court1: 

 Dam Safety Management Plan 
 Emergency Action Plan 
 Emergency Evacuation Plan 

The interim decision of the Environment Court referred to by ECan1 relates only to the resource 
consent appeal for the proposed Waimakariri Irrigation Limited storage pond. It is stated in this 
interim decision that “it was appropriate to have available more detailed information about the 
design, construction, operation and maintenance of the proposed structure than might be 
considered common for such projects”. This statement indicates that the more detailed 
information requested by the Environment Court in this interim decision is specific to that appeal 
and is not representative of the information required to be submitted as part of a Resource 
consent application for all large dams. 
 
A recent resource consent application for a high Potential Impact Classification (PIC) dam in 
Canterbury2 has been granted consent by ECan on the condition that a Dam Safety 
Management Plan (including an Emergency Action Plan) is submitted to ECan for certification 
upon completion of the dam construction and prior to first filling. We recommend that this course 
is also taken for Resource consent application for the proposed BCI Akarana Pond. 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
1 Interim Decision of the Environment Court. Decision No: [2016] NZEnvC 178. Date of Issue: 7 September 2016. 
2 Applications CRC164541 for a water permit to dam water and land use consent to store water, and RC155704 for a 
land use consent to construct and maintain a water storage pond near Sheffield. Decision of Commissioners 
Appointed by Canterbury Regional Council and Selwyn District Council. Dated: 27 July 2016. 




