
 

 
 

 
 
1 November 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
Collaborations 
Attn To: Gareth Taylor 
Unit 19, 42 Marriner Street 
Sumner 
Christchurch 8081 

 
 

 

Kia ora Gareth, 
 
Request for Further Information 
 
Application Number:  CRC220756 
Applicant Name:   Lyttelton Port Company Limited 
Activity Description:   To renew CRC940431 - Discharge of coal dust into air 
 

As you are aware, I have been processing the above resource consent application.   

The information listed in Attachment 1 to this letter is hereby requested under Section 92 of the 

Resource Management Act 1991 (the RMA).  As this information is required in order to fully 

understand the potential effects of the proposal, we are unable to further process the application 

until it has been supplied. 

The options available to you under Section 92A(1) of the RMA are summarised below. A response 

is required by 22 November 2021. You must choose one of these options. 

A. Supply the requested information by 22 November 2021 

If the information can be easily collated and supplied by this date, please provide it in writing 

(via email is fine) to me.  

B. Agree in a written notice by 22 November 2021 to supply the information requested 

Sometimes technical information will take some time to collate or key contacts may not be 

immediately available. If you need more time to supply the information requested, please 

advise me in writing when you can provide the information. You can do this via email or letter. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

C. Refuse in a written notice by 22 November 2021 to supply the requested information  

 

If you choose not to provide the requested information by the above date, or any date 

subsequently agreed to by the Canterbury Regional Council, then your application may be 

declined. 

 

Please contact me via email (lisa.kamali@ecan.govt.nz) or phone (03 367 7392) if you have any 

questions. 

 
Ngā mihi | Kind Regards, 

 

 
 

Lisa Kamali 

Senior Consents Planner 

 

cc:  
Lyttelton Port Company Limited 
Attn To: Kim Kelleher 
Private Bag 501 
Lyttelton 8841 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

Information Requested under Section 92 of the Resource Management Act 1991 

Application Numbers: CRC220756               Date: 01/11/2021 

 

 

Air Quality  

As you will be aware, Council has engaged PDP to review the application.  PDP consider further 

information and clarification is required to facilitate a detailed audit as attached to this letter. 

 

Coastal Water Quality and Ecology 

Council’s Senior Scientist, Coastal Water Quality and Ecology considers the report on the 

assessment of effects on marine ecology is thorough, and generally concurs with its 

conclusions, subject to some additional assessment and clarification as follows: 

i. The report on the assessment of effects on marine avifauna deals with the potential 

impacts of the coal dust on food supply and foraging ability and mortalities and 

disturbance associated with machinery and coal ship movements. In the report it 

acknowledges that it does not address the issue of the health of birds as that is a 

physiological matter and outside the report writer’s area of expertise. Please provide an 

assessment of the potential effect of the coal dust on the respiratory health of the marine 

avifauna.   

Additionally, Council’s Senior Scientist, Costal Water Quality and Ecology states  “I have no 

expertise in air quality. However, I am wondering if the proposed trigger values of 100 and 150 

µg/m2/hour will result in more permissive short term dust concentrations before mitigation 

actions are instigated.”  Please clarify. 

 

Terrestrial Ecology 

Council’s Senior Ecologist notes that coal dust may affect plants if in excess of 1.0g/m2/day. 

Effects have been assessed taking an impact management approach, which entails dust control 

measures and monitoring. It must be ensured that this impact management will result in 

negligible or very low-level effects.  To be clear on all actual and potential effects and the likely 

magnitude of these effects, Council’s Senior Ecologist requests the following: 

i. Please consider increased port traffic/coal volumes in future and or climate related 

exacerbations to depositional rates/amounts – i.e. if becomes windier / drier. 

ii. Please consider having an environmental limit reflecting this on a gauge located in north 

of the site, or some other environmental monitoring indicator.  

iii. Given that the deposition of coal dust is not likely to be linear (i.e. that there are discrete 

events of coal dust deposition) please explain how a monthly depositional rate is the 

most effective means to monitor dust deposition.  

iv. A monitoring gauge site should be established to best capture potential effects on high 

value indigenous vegetation and habitats (i.e., north of site near current gauge site 2, 3, 

4) with 1.0g/m2/day limit trigger.  



 
 

Other comments 

Depositional rates may alter if pine trees are harvested/removed. The lower depositional rates 

may be in part due to the current sheltering /filtering of the pine trees. Depositional rates are 

much higher in non-residential areas (currently).  It is therefore recommended that a monitoring 

gauge site is established/maintained on west side of Uramau to capture future changes in 

depositional rates (any changes if/when trees are removed). 

The coal dust deposition noted in the AEE for a depositional rate on the pine forest during a 

‘worst-case’ month was 2-6g/m2/month*, with 6g being noted to be approximately one 

teaspoon.  The eastern side of pines of Uramau reserve (facing the site) is c.97,000m2 (9ha). If 

there was enough coal dust to cover this 9.7ha area this depositional rate per meter for the 

month would equate to between c.190-580kg of coal during a worst-case month.  Is this correct? 

* The Mitigation and Monitoring document in Section 5.11 of the AEE states: “The coal dust 

deposition rate, during a worst-case month, ranges between 2 and 6.5 g/m²”. But then states, 

“The highest level of coal deposition in the vicinity of the pine plantation over the entire 

monitoring period was approximately 19 g/m2/month”. Should the observed 19g/m2/month not 

be used as upper range for worst-case range and to calculate above depositional 

rates/accumulation? Also note Figure 1 below and associated comment. 

 

Figure 1 The data doesn’t seem to match what the depositional model (figure 1.3) would predict. Monitoring point 
17 is very low. Considering the depositional model prediction for this site this looks like there is an issue with the 

gauge equipment or perhaps how it is situated.  
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