
Section 88

Determining whether an application 
is complete



First point in the process



Recent(ish) changes to s88
• RMA Amendment Act 2013 changed:

– Section 88; and 

– Schedule 4

• Took effect 3 March 2015

• Previously ‘may’ return if incomplete → ‘must’ return

• Still discretion as to whether application meets 
information requirements – s88(3)

• Applications should be fit for purpose at lodgement

http://www.mfe.govt.nz/publications/rma/guide-section-88-and-schedule-4-resource-management-act-1991

http://www.mfe.govt.nz/publications/rma/guide-section-88-and-schedule-4-resource-management-act-1991


Key changes to s88



Why is it important?

Shouldn’t really 

need section 92



Current version of RMA



Schedule 4.
• Sets out what Information required in application for resource 

consent

• 7 clauses set out what is required in applications
– You won’t deal with 4 (subdivisions), and not often with (5) reclamations

• Strengthened hugely in 2013 Amendments

• Still has overarching scale/significance elements:



Schedule 4..



Schedule 4…



Schedule 4.…

• Schedules 6 and 7 relate specifically to 
Assessment of Environmental Effects (AEE)

• Listed in next two slides (sorry)







How to go about it



Who can return ?            _

• Delegations sit at Tier 4 Consents 
in delegations manual

• Use your: 

– Activity Champions

– Principals Team

– Team Leader

https://punakorero/staff-kete/legal/Documents/Delegations%20Manual%20for%20Council%20FINAL%2012%20Apr%202018.pdf

